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FOR GARDEN COLOR GALORE... 
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PLANT MODERN 


. especially a few of the luscious new pinks, sultry 
tans and browns, opalescent blends and deep 
golden yellows! 


SAVE ONE-THIRD! ORDER ONE OF THESE GROUPS NOW -- 


“ALL-PINK” 


00 
COLLECTION 5 ron $82 


“STARTER” 
00 
COLLECTION 6 ron $32 


2.50 
1.50 
2.50 
3.00 
2.50 


Blue Rhythm, clear blue 75 
Hit Parade, flamingo pink 75 
Goldbeater, solid gold 75 
Casa Morena, rich brown 00 
Majenica, lilac and rose 60 
Juliet, bright copper 75 


Pink Sensation, real pink 
Heather Rose, rose pink 
Cherie, soft pink 
Ballerina, light pink 
Pink Formal, salmon pink 
All Iris Labeled and Postpaid 


COMPLETE “COLOR RANGE” COLLECTION 
12 For $1929 


1.00 
1.50 
1.50 
1.00 
2.00 
1.00 


Chivalry, big deep blue 
Lady Mohr, chartreuse 


Firecracker, red plicata 
Prospector, gold and ivory 
Jane Phillips, bright 
New Snow, giant white 

Argus Pheasant, rich brown 
Cascade Splendor, ruffled salmon 


Fantasy, rose pink 
Ronger, gornet red 
Desert Song, creamy ivory 
Ballet Dancer, apricot 


light blue 


AMERICA’S FINEST IRIS CATALOG 


Send 25c for your copy today! 


oaded with larae <« ored pictures 


ol 
color kodachrome ustrations, money 


and describes over 300 modern varietie 


to plant your first Ir or if you are o seasonec 
and own one of these 
tem t be 
may be deducted 


that amount 


you 
book 


without 


expe simply must see 


Actually a collector's t cann 


the 25c fee 


beautiful 
tributec charge 
costs us ailmos! douDie 


Free With Order From This Page 


om your first order. It 
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‘tl Picked Ripe Tomatoes 


3 WEEKS EARLIER 


Because | sprayed my plants war | 
NO-SEED HORMONE j 


LOSSOMMN SE 


Mr. Gus Schluterman, Chicago, Ill. 


a YOU CAN DO IT, TOO! 
STOP BLOSSOM-DROP! MAKE BLOSSOMS SET FRUIT! 

































Get bigger, meatier, tastier, SEEDLESS tomatoes! Bigger New Bussom-set BOMB 
vont aN it is Easier! Faster! 
JUST SPRAY YOUR TOMATO FLOWERS WITH 








Just push the button and — 
WHOOSH-—the plants are sprayed. 
Or use regular “BLOSSOM-SET” in 
ordinary sprayer. 

12 oz., ready-to-use “BLOS- 
SOM-SET” BOMB is season’s 
supply for 100 plants. 


12 OZ, “BLOSSOM-SET”’ 


(ready-to-use) | 79 


“BLOSSOM-SET” HORMONE ! 


Your vines will be loaded. You'll pick ripe tomatoes weeks before your 
neighbor. Big, red-ripe tomatoes ... larger, meatier, more delicious-tasting 
... better shape and color...many SEEDLESS. And you'll have more... 
many more tomatoes on each and every plant. 


Proved by Experiment Stations 


Experiment Stations have proved conclusively that ‘““BLOSSOM-SET” hor- 
mone stops blossom-drop, makes those first blossoms set fruit; especially 
very early in the season. That's why so many gardeners and farmers all 
over the country have used “‘BLOSSOM-SET"’ for the last 12 years. That's 








why Mr. Gus Schluterman of Chicago picked ripe tomatoes on June 28th Regular ““BLOSSOM-SET”’ 
instead of around July 20th. 4 oz. (makes 1 gallon spray)........ $0.75 
1 pt. (makes 4 gallons spray)........ 1.75 
YOU CAN DO IT, TOO! 8 oz. Agric. Conc. (makes 50 gals. 
CN ev conte daeheea deere 5.95 


Just spray “BLOSSOM-SET” on your tomato flowers. Be sure to use genuine 
“BLOSSOM-SET,” the hormone made specifically for tomatoes, not for apples 


or fruits! OooD 
, > E Soluble PLANT F¢ _ 
Use GAR Reg. 20¢ for garderouseplants _ 


T GROWS! 
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SCIENCE PRODUCTS COMPANY, INC. 


1230 E. 63rd Street + Dept. BEZJ+ Chicago 37, Illinois 





e@ TAKE THIS AD INTO YOUR DEALER! 


If these products are unavailable at your dealer, 
order direct from us. RESULTS GUARANTEED OR 
YOUR MONEY BACK! 


No Stamps, No C.0O.D.’s.. . please. 


May 1956 





[his year try some banded annuals 
trom Arrowhead. We raise the unusual 
as well as the standard varieties in 
straight and mixed colors 


SEND FOR FREE LIST 


Arrowhead Gardens 
111 PLAIN ROAD WAYLAND, MASS. 








COMPLETE LAWN & GARDEN CARE BOOKLETS 
+ PLUS New, Easy, 


Permanent Reference Chart 
“The Carac way to 
Beautiful Lawns and Gardens.” 


ALL YOURS FREE for one Postcard to 
Department 109 


The Carac Corporation 
162 Babylon Turnpike, Freeport, N. Y. 











here they are . . PLASTIC 
> > Db FLOWER POTS 


. Three-Hole-Drainage 


Available in two colors, Leaf Green or White with or 
without saucers. Postage prepaid 

POTS Matching Saucers 

6 for $1.25 $ .50 

6for 1.65 6 for 60 

6for 2.00 6 for 75 

6for 2.35 6for 1.00 

6for 3.00 6for 1.50 

STARTER POTS 
nch There is no choice as to color or shades 
f mixture 10 for $1 00 
nch Green Plastic (flexible) Labels 50 for 50 cents 
4 inch Wood Labels (painted 50 tor 50 cents 
Minimum order $2.00 . order from 


Highl 1 Stati , P.O. B 394-H5 
FLORAL ART Srna te D,M ass 


ie atal ‘vailable (10 cents 
House P Flower Arranging Accessories 


oa 7 >" Oriental Ar 


REN E PEONY 


Exceedingly vigorous, 
tree-like plants, eventu- 
ally growing to six feet 
(if left in original loca- 
tion ). Loaded with abun- 
dance of giant peonies 
often a foot across. Lush 
foliage. 
Originally from the an- 
cient Han Dynasty, in- 
troduced in Europe in 
DEEP PINK 1787, but practically dis- 


DEEP CARMINE RED appeared. STASSEN is 


SILVERY ROSE proud to again make 
in limited 


available, 
$3.50 EACH quantity, these historic 
— of .y $9 50 Tree Peonies. Postpaid 
above, or 





SPRING CATALOG containing many 


new specialties, including CACTUS, 
GLADS, DAHLIAS, BULBS, PLANTS 


IT’S FREE 











Since 1874 
STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 
Dept. H, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 
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How (W/)-GEE GRASS BARRIER 


eliminates lawn edging 
and grass trimming 


NO MORE "CLIPPERS CRAMP’’— Your mower 
can’t get the grass and weeds that grow close to tree 
trunks, or under shrubs, hedges and fences. When you 
get through mowing, half your work still remains to be 
done . . . the back-breaking, wearisome job of hand 
trimming those hard-to-get-at spots. Unless you hand 
trim your lawn looks unsightly, and if you do, the time 
it takes keeps you from doing other things you enjoy. 


FOUNDATION PLANTINGS—No-See bends 


TRIM AS YOU MOW-— You can eliminate hand 
trimming, do the whole job as you mow, by installing 
NO-SEE Grass Barrier around trees and shrub plant- 
ings, along flower beds, fences and hedges. Remove the 
sod and keep the area mulched. NO-SEE keeps out 
the grass, and the few weed seeds that drift in and 
sprout can be easily controlled by applying a mulch, 
cultivation, or spraying with one of the new herbicides. 


EVERGREENS AND SHRUBS —Instoll in a circle 


BIRD BATHS— Drive down a circle of No-See and re- { 
move dirt to a depth of two inches. Put in a layer of roof- 

ing paper or old magazines and fill with crushed stone or, 
better yet, crushed granite or sand for bird grit. 


easily . . . conforms to any planting design. Keeps out 
gross, mokes cultivation easy. Neat, graceful borders 
dramatize the beauty of shrub arrangement. 


10-SEE Gre Bart keeps grass in its place 
permanently. Eliminates edging and trimming. Gives 


outside spread of foliage. Stops grass from creeping 
in. Generous cultivated area accentuates the beauty 
of your specimen evergreens. 


Carton of 40 feet $4.98 


your lawn that freshly-edged, just-trimmed look and 

keeps it that way all summer. Made of corrugated, 

galvanized steel that lasts a lifetime. Sections two ¥ oe oo meet peeve ix ae 
feet long by 4 inches deep key together with special = om Geo: Ga OE | | a 
clips to make any length. Just drive down to soil level. 


£ ki Oe 


973 NINTH ST. S.E. * MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA 


May 1956 





HANG -IT-All 
AMAZING NEW-WAY 
CHARCOAL BROILER! 


READY TO BROIL 
IN 5 MINUTES! 


lighte with Newepaper / 


* Indoors or Out! 

* Broils Vertically! 

* 220-sq. in. Broil Area! 

* With 2 Racks, Tray! 

Perfect charcoal broiling every time! You broil verti- 
cally on both sides, the restaurant way! No fire 
flare-ups — grease drops onto 15” x11” metal tray! 
Compact firebox needs just 2 Ibs. charcoal, but broils 
up to 2 hours! Takes 4 big steaks, 40 hot dogs, 18 
hamburgers or 4 half-chickens at once! Broiler, 2 
Meat Racks, colorful Drip or Serving Tray — all metal, 
built to last! Light, portable, use indoors or out, 
year ‘round. Guaranteed by Breck’s! 


Rn af el 5 ee 
Just U.S.A 


ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! 


466 Breck Bidg., OF BOSTON 
BOSTON 10, Mass. RELIABLE SINCE 1818 





“What's Wrong with My Garden?” 


You can easily answer this question with 
a simple 10-minute soil test right at home 

easy as reading a thermometer. Tells 
just what and how much fertilizer to buv 

guarantees bigger, better flowers, vege- 
tables, velvety lawn. Tests for nitrogen, 
phosphate, potash, lime. Horticultural Soil 
Test Kit makes 150 tests, $74.95. 50-test 
model, $5.89. Prepaid or C.O.D. Sudbury 
Laboratory, Box 48C, Sudbury, Mass 


RediMix 2-in-1 


GARDEN HOSE SPRAYER 


Water pressure of garden hose does all the work! 
2 nozzles give 4 different spray patterns, up to 
30 ft. high. Sprays liquid and soluble chemicals, 
wettable powders, for lawns, shrubs, flowers, tall 
trees, etc. DIAL-A-SPRAY Control Valve regu- 
lates flow of water from hose. All solid brass parts 


Guide marked quart jar. $4.95* 
If not at your dealer's, order from 
SPRAYERS & NOZZLES 


ST. PETERSBURG 4, FLORIDA, Dept. H 4.56 
*(Ppd with ck. or M.O. Add 3% tax in Fia.) 





FOR YOUR 


GARDEN 


Planter Pal Garden Set 


Put these four handy helpers to work 
in your garden. PLANTER PAL tool 
set includes trowel, fork, planter and 
weeder. All made of polished solid cast 
aluminum. Won’t rust, won’t bend. 
Lightweight, yet heavy duty to LAST 
A LIFETIME! Only $3.79 postpaid 
per set (money-back guarantee). Send 
M. O. or check to Bernadette Sales 
Co., Dept. H-1, 1530 Junction Ave., 
Racine, Wis. 


Coleman Pruners 


For easier, faster, smoother cutting, use 
this rugged Coleman Pruner. Deep hook 
prevents slipping. Cuts 1%4” branches. 
Made of one piece chrome alloy steel — hot 
drop-forged then trip-hammered to length, 
for extra strength and toughness. Order 
from your dealer or direct from Coleman 
Tree Pruners, Box H-5, Tioga Center, New 
York. 20’ — $5.25; 25’’ — $5.75; 30” — 
$5.95; ppd. 


Mobile Trash Burner 


This new mobile trash burner simplifies the 
moving of burners to and from storage areas. 
Made of rust-resistant aluminized steel, it is 
ideal for hauling to leaf or trash piles for on-the- 
spot burning. Its elevated construction protects 
against burning or scorching of lawns. This unit 
will burn damp, green or dry refuse to fine ash in 
any weather. Two bushel capacity, $26.90; three 
bushel, $30.90. Order from Alsto Company, 
Dept. H-5, 4007 Detroit Avenue, Cleveland 13, 
Ohio. 


Wrought Iron 
Pot Holder Rings 


A graceful adornment for your or- 
namental iron bars outdoors and in. 
Snaps on !% inch square vertical 
rails; 4-inch openings fit standard 
flower pots. 79 cents each or 6 for 
$4.50 postpaid. Send your order to 
Welzart, 4117 West 67th Street, 
Prairie Village, Kansas. 








254 


HORTICULTURE 








CORENCO LIQUID GREEN 
(10-5-5) 


After sixty years of research and sale of fertilizers, 
Corenco has developed a new concept in fertiliza- 
tion. Concentrated Liquid Green will dilute on the 
basis of 19 gallons of water to one gallon of Liquid 
Green. At this rate it will provide 1 pound of 
nitrogen, 4% pound of phosphoric acid, 4 pound 
of potash for each 1000 
square feet of lawn area. 
1 gallon of Liquid Green 
is recommended for each 
1000 feet of lawn area. 


Liquid Green can be ap- 
plied“to lawns without 
fear of injury even when 
temperatures are as high 
as 80° F. Let your garden 
hose do the work. With 
the’ Corenco Mixer you 

‘ canffertilize 1000 square 
feet of lawn area in 7 
minutes. Try it! Your 
lawn will love it! 


Available in 5 gallon cans 
and 55 gallon drums 











TURF GREEN 
(8-6-4) 
40% Natural Organic Nitrogen 


Have you ever wondered how a golf course main- 
tains such an emerald green turf in spite of the 
physical abuse that is given it? Greenskeepers select 
fertilizers which contain Natural Organic Nitrogen. 
Corenco Turf Green is a blend of 40% Natural 
Organic Nitrogen and other plant food elements 
which are known to science as turf growth stimu- 
lants. Turf Green’s Natural Organic Nitrogen is 
released to the grass evenly over the whole growing 
season. Originally formulated for professional turf 
men and greenskeepers, Turf Green has had such 
demand from turf conscious home owners that it is 
now conveniently packaged in 50 and 100 pound 
bags. Develop a cushiony lawn — use Turf Green. 


ROSE SPECIAL 
(5-10-5) 


It is easier than ever to have a 
beautiful well fed rose garden. 
New formula Corenco Rose 
Special is a balanced combina- 
tion of organic and inorganic 
nutrients. It is double acting. 
Some of the inorganic goes to 
work immediately. The or- 
ganic releases its value slower 
to give your roses vitality 
throughout the growing sea- 
son. 


RHODODENDRONS 
AND AZALEAS 


(7-7-7) 


You won't really know how 
beautiful and healthy your 
Rhododendrons and Azaleas 
can be until you use Corenco 
Rhododendron and Azalea Spe- 
cial, Formulated to give proper 
feeding to these acid loving 
plants it also has: tendency to 
increase soil acidity. 


CORENCO 
LANDSCAPE 


(8-6-4) 


Here is an organic base ferti- 
lizer, ideal for early spring 
feeding of lawns and shrubs. 
It is formulated to provide im- 
mediate nourishment for rapid 
growth. The minor elements 
which are included prevent 
turf from showing unsightly 
discolorations. 


Available at Hardware Stores and Garden Supply Centers 
ALSO A COMPLETE LINE OF ALL-PURPOSE FERTILIZERS 


CONSOLIDATED RENDERING COMPANY 


178 Atlantic Avenue, Boston 10, Massachusetts 


May 1956 








TREE PEONY 


The TREE PEONY is truly the 
aristocrat of the garden. Its known 
history dates back before the Chi- 
nese author, Hung King (536) who 
writes about its medicinal values 
and its ornamental uses. Early 
European explorers reported that 
the on Peony was native to Cen- 
tral China in the Canton regions. 
However, Robert Fortune on his 
trip to China in 1846 discovered 
that the plant did not grow wild at 
Canton bet, in fact, was grown in 
the mountain regions of the north 
and carried in open baskets 1000 
miles by boat to the markets. 


The Story of the Tree Peony 
is continued in our Booklet 
“Two Jewels for Your Gar- 
den,” which will be sent to you 
FREE on request. 


MARINUS VAN DER POL 


757 Washington Street 


FAIRHAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS 




















MAKE YOUR SOIL BETTER 


£9, ty 
MPOsT GRINDE 
~F0K, sHREDOE 


GRIND OR 
SHRED AS 


pie DESIRED 
Only W-W comes with interchangeable rollers 
and grinding screen so you can shred organic 
matter properly for composting or mulch as 
well as grind heavy sod for potting soil. Re- 
jects unwanted material. $184.50 complete 
with 2 h.p. B & S retrievable starter engine or 
$128.50 less engine and belt guard, f.o.b. 
Wichita. Terms usually arranged. 
Write for literature, dealer's name 


W. W. GRINDER CORP. 


Dept. J. WICHITA, KANSAS 











BETTER GARDENS 
at less cost! 


ATLAS FISH EMULSION 


The original fish fertilizer emulsion 


* DE-ODORIZED 

: pyceneee, riers 
* 100% ORGANIC from 
Contains 22 notural trace £ INDIANS 
minerals and plant food 

essentials. Unsurpassed 

for all plants. Feed as 

you water. Inexpensive, 

1 tbsp. to gallon of 

water. At Nurseries and 

Gerden Stores, OR 

Pt.$1.00 Qt.$1.90 


Postpaid N 


_— er 
ATLAS FISH FERTILIZER CO., Dept.0 


No. 1 Drumm St., San Francisco 11, Calif. 


A BALANCED ORGANIC FISH FERTILIZER 
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Order from Horticulture’s Book Dept. 


For Amateur and Professional 


PLANT PROPAGATION Practices. By James 
§. Wells. Macmillan Co., New York. 344 
pp. $7.50 
Although 


plants on a large scale will benefit most 


nurserymen who _ propagate 
from this book, the serious amateur will 
also find it helpful. The author makes it 
clear that a thorough understanding of 
the way plants grow is prerequisite for 
plant propagation, and in the chapter, 
“Water, Heat and Light’, he reviews the 
basic requirements of plants. 

‘Plant Propagation Practices”? contains 
a description of all methods of propagation, 
ranging from seed to grafting. Included 
also are types of cuttings, aids in rooting, 
propagating structures and _ up-to-date 
methods and materials. 

There is a Seed Propagation Chart 
Which tells when to sow, what mediums to 
use and how to stratify, while a Hormone 

Chart time, type, 
wound needed 


gives the 
hormone 


Treatment 

medium, 

for the success of specific cuttings. 
KATHRYN S. TAYLOR 


and 


For Greenhouse Owners 


FLOWERING Pot Piants. By C. H. Potter. 
Florists’ Pub. Co., Chicago. 123 pp. $2.00. 
Although the text in this soft-covered 

book was prepared primarily for commer- 

cial florists, it can be read with profit by 
any one who operates a home greenhouse. 

It gives the viewpoint of a man who under- 

takes to keep abreast of the times and whose 

advice is followed by florists. 


JAPANESE 


Delights of Rural Life 


PasturES New. By Clifton Lisle. Farrar 
Strauss G Cudahy, New York. 241 pp. $3.50. 
Here is the story of a hill farm in the 

making, written by a man who found 
pleasure and serenity in country living 
plus the time to write about it. It is full of 
the discoveries that one comes upon in the 
pursuit of rural life. Everyday happenings, 
problems with weather, animals and grow- 
ing things and the joys to be derived from 
them are told sometimes in short para- 
graphs and again in short essays. 


Success With Bees 


Edu ard Lio d 
York. 


AMATEUR BEEKEEPING. By 
Sechrist. The Devin-Adair Co., Neu 
143 pp. $3.50. 

Although this book is designed for ama- 
teurs it was written by a man who has 
been handling bees for fifty years. Besides 
giving detailed directions for carrying on 
all the operations required in beekeeping, 
he describes the habits of bees and what 
goes on inside the The successful 
management of even a small apiary re- 
quires both knowledge and experience. 
This book will help the beginner to avoid 
many unfortunate mistakes. 


hives. 


The Japanese Way 


ARRANGEMENTS. 8B) 
Publications, Inc 


FLOWER 
Seido Iwata. Studio 
New York. $6.95. 

As charmingly produced a book as I 
have seen in some time, this volume, with 
its brief text and 22 delightful color plates 
(plus several black and white), serves as a 
dramatic introduction to Japanese flower 
arrangement. The author conducts her 
own school, stages her own shows twice a 
year and is widely known in Japan as a 
lecturer and writer. The amazingly brie 
text, like the arrangements, is presented 
with the same skill and precision. 





‘¥ IKE @ painting in oils’’ was the 

reaction of a noted)critic when 
he first glimpsed the two tree peony 
blossoms that hold the spotlight on 
our front cover this month. Photo- 
graphed by Emily Henry Bush in the 
garden of Mr. and Mrs. Ellery Sedg- 
wick, the variety represented is Jewel 
Lotus (Tama-fuya), a Japanese type 
noted for its soft pastel coloring and 
graceful form. 

“If you want something permanent 
plant a peony.’’ This statement has 
been applied often to the herbaceous 
peony, yet it holds true even more for 
the tree peony, a woody type that is a 
long-lived addition to any garden. 

The time to plant tree peonies is in 
the early spring or fall while they are 
dormant. Small plants often come 
pot grown, while larger specimens are 





Chu ee ront a 


handled bare-rooted. A sandy loam, 
with plenty of organic matter, such as 
leafmold or compost, is best. Add also 
a sprinkling of bonemeal. 

Plants are slow growing and re- 
quire a few years to become estab- 
lished, but once they do, they never 
fail to flower in spring with dog- 
woods, lilacs and tulips. Colors in- 
clude white, pink, rose, scarlet, ma- 
roon, lilac, purple and yellows, which 
flower a little later. 

A tree peony is a sound investment 
in the garden. With it comes adven- 
ture, especially if you want to grow 
new plants from seed. When the large 
silken blooms, elegant and satiny, 
unfold in the spring, your pleasure 
will be great for few plants are so 
rewarding as this queen of flowers 
— a true gem of the Orient. 
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Scientific di 


means 


The basis of any curative treatment for either 
plants or animals is accurate diagnosis, plus 
the skill and experience to bring it to a 
successful conclusion. This means research, not 
guesswork as well as the best of equipment 
and ability 


You won't see many tree laboratories 
comparable to our 200-acre experimental 
ground and research unit at Stamford, 
Connecticut, where the day-to-day problems 
encountered by our field men are diagnosed 
and ideas for the protection of shade trees 
are tested and developed under actual 
growing conditions. These laboratories call 
for a big investment in both time and 
money. But to us who want to be sure of 
results, this painstaking research for the best 
possible treatment is worth it. 


Couple this with an efficient highly skilled field 
force, thoroughly familiar with local conditions, 
and you have the well balanced Bartlett 
organization capable not only of rendering 
scientific diagnosis but of executing the 
prescribed treatment in efficient, economical 
fashion. It is the reason why more and more 
people are turning to the Bartlett Way—the 
Scientific Way. It costs no more and it is safer 





and more:economical in the long run. 


Consult your local Bartlett representative today 
for a study of your tree situation. You will 
benefit by his recommendations 


ey BARTLETT 
i ' TREE EXPERTS 


Home Office, Research Laboratories and Experimental Grounds, Bartlett School of Tree Surgery, Stamford, Conn. 














Local Offices from Maine to the Carolinas, and West to Indiana. 


See your Local Telephone Directory for Local Address. 
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Walter Marx Gardens 10' Anniversary 
MAIL ORDER SPECIALS 


TOP QUALITY PLANTS and BULBS guaranteed to give you a 
Succession of Beautiful Flowers in many gorgeous colors from 
Spring until late Autumn this year. 


FREE PREMIUMS with 
all orders of $5.00. 


¢ Immediate Shipment. 
e Minimum Order $3.00. 


¢ All orders shipped Postpaid. 


ASTILBES 


for that shady 
location 


One of our most 
beautiful perennials 
that does wellin that 
shady spot. Elegant, 
lacy foliage above 
which are borne the 
many spire-likeclus- 
ters of flowers in 
lovely shades of 
pink, red and white 
Stems are about 2 feet high and bloom in June. 
A wonderful cut flower and always in demanc 
by flower arrangement devotees. We offer you 
husky, one-year-old clumps that will bloom 
this year. 
Red [] Pink White 
4 Clumps your color selection.. $3.00 


GIANT HIBISCUS 


Mammoth Henderson Strain 
These immense 8 to 
10-inch flowers on 
attractive 5-foot 
bushes are simply 
spectacular and vis- 
itors to our garden 
in late summer nev- 
er fail to admire 
their beauty. They 
are absolutely hardy 
and will increase in 
size for many years. 
Colors come in love- 
liest shades of red, 
pink and white, 
many with contrasting deep red centers. Sold 
in mixed colors only. Strong one-year plants 


[]3for$1.00 ()6for$1.75 [[12for$3.00 





FREE PREMIUM OFFERS 
With every order of $5.00 or more we'll 
include ABSOLUTELY FREE of charge 
1 SUNBURST LILY, a new Jan ck 
Graaff Hybrid lily (catalog price $1.00) 
With every order of $10.00 or more we'll 
include FREE 1 SUNBURST LILY 
plus 1 of our own NEW MARHIGO 
IRIS introductions (catalog price $2.00 
or more joth SUNBURST LILY and 
NEW MARHIGO IRIS are fully de- 


scribed in our 1956 catalog 











Walle Ware Gpareens 
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Just 10 years age we took our first commercial 
step with a small $5.00 advertisement in a local 
newspaper. With timid hopes, but complete 
faith in our favorite perennials, we ventured 
from our amateur gardening status to selling 
these favorite plants and bulbs by mail. From 
this humble beginning our one time hobby has 
expanded into one of the largest enterprises of 
its kind serving all 48 states and many foreign 
countries. We have specialized in selling by 
mail and practically all of our business is done 
by this method. No expense is spared in our 
efforts to always supply the finest plants and 
bulbs available. Expert packing and the use of 


1916-1956 


only the best and most modern packing ma- 
terials guarantee that every order reaches its 
destination in fresh, ready to grow condition 
We thank the many thousands of customers 
and friends who have purchased and recom- 
mended our flowers. We are most pleased to 
note the high percentage of steady customers 
who rely on us year after year for new plants 
and bulbs. To them we are especially grateful 
for the added satisfaction we enjoy in knowing 
that our own favorite flowers have brought 
new interests and pleasures into the lives of 
so many other fellow gardeners. 











GIANT 
DAHLIAS 


6 of the largest 
varieties 
in existence 

World famous 

Dahlias at Money 

Saving Prices. Flow- 

ers 10 to 14 inches 

across. Finest Ore- 

gon grown tubers. 
Lois Walcher. Deep purple tipped white. 
Striking variety. Oakley Champion. Huge gold- 
en pink cactus type. Nancy Anne Mitchell. 
Most brilliant red. Mayor Otis. Beautiful gold- 
en apricot. Salem Sunshine. Giant canary yel- 
low. Sydney. Giant rose pink. 


All 6 Varieties only $3.98 


(catalog value $5.15) 


DAYLILIES ...12%c 


the biggest 
Daylily 
value we ever 
offered 


We make _ this 
extraordinary low 
priced offer to ac- 
quaint more flow- 
er lovers with the 
many colors now 
available in mod- 
ern Daylilies. Every order we ship will include 
at least 12 to 20 different varieties in shades of 
RED, COPPER, WINE, SALMON, and 
GOLD. We'll send you well rooted field divi- 
sions that will bloom this year. 


$5.00 postpaid 
or, if you cannot accommodate this quantity: 


—) 12 for $2.00 


40 plants for 


20 for $3.00 


BOX 38-H 
BORING, OREGON 


JAPANESE IRIS 


Largest of all Irises 
Iris kaempferi are 
most spectacular 
and bloom in July 
after other irises 
are past. The mag- 
nificent flowers, 
up to dinner plate 
size, never fail to 
attract attention 
in the garden. 
Every collection 
a } will include at 
least 6 colors: 
BLUE, RED, ORCHID, PURPLE, VEINED 
AND WHITE. 
6 Named Clumps, Al! Different $3.95 
(catalog price at least $6.00) 
[) 12 Named Clumps, All Different $7.50 
(catalog price at least $12.00) 


DWARF IRIS..12'%c 


Biggest Dwarf Iris Value We Ever Offered 


Here is your op- 
portunity to plant 
these miniature 
iris in quantity. 
For the rockery, 
any foreground 
planting or in 
beds they rival the 
tulips and daffo- 
dils for masses of 
early spring color. 
In yellow, blue, 
wine and purple 
’ ; shades. 

40 Husky field divisions 
or, if you cannot accommodate this quantity 


20 for $3.00 12 for $2.00 


SIBERIAN IRIS 


Most desirable of 
all Irises for the 
perennial border. 
Of tidy habit and 
attractive even out 
of bloom. Height 3 
to 4 feet. 

¢ Caesar. Tall 


M violet blue. 
‘ 4 ‘ 


Gatineau. Largest 
medium blue. 
Ottawa. Striking 

blue and white. Illustrated. ; 

Gold Nugget. Rich golden yellow Spuria, 

Periwinkle. Flaring porcelain blue. 

Tycoon. Velvety purple. Largest Siberian. 

[) All 6 Varieties for 

(catalog value $4.55) 
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Hardy Asters for Fall 


Leslie Laking, Royal Botanical Garden, Hamilton, Canada 


MICHAEL MAS 
their 


WHO GROW 
DAISIES look 
flowers with great anticipation 


always 


HOSE 
forward to 


Though their sheer gaiety is 
appealing, many gardeners have not 
accepted them as the prime perennial 
for color and interest in the garden 
before the hardy chrysanthemums 
break into bloom. 

Judging from experiences at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Hamilton, 
Canada, where Michaelmas daisies 
were displayed for the public for the 
this situation is 
going to change. The 
visitors were not aware of their exist- 
ence, though they liked what had been 
done to improve the native New 
England and New York asters, in- 
white, 


first time in 1955, 


majority of 


cluding the range of color 
pink, lavender, purple, blue and red 

as well as the many variations of 
size and habit. Who knows, they may 
yet gain the favor and prestige they 
enjoy in Britain! 

This article will not deal with the 
entire group of hardy asters, but with 
the late summer and early autumn 
flowering varieties. The attractive 
English name, Michaelmas daisy, was 
adopted because many bloom around 
the time of the Feast of St. Michael, 
which falls on September 29. 

Michaelmas daisies are 
grow. They require plenty of sunlight 
and do better on medium to heavy 
loams. They are not successful on dry 


easy to 


sites and droughty soils, and during 
dry periods will benefit from occasional 
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soakings, since they need plenty of 
moisture. 

New plants are usually purchased 
as rooted cuttings, although occa- 
sionally as field-grown divisions. When 
given sufficient space, they produce 
a greater display if grown in clumps 
of three, five or more plants in large 
borders of one variety, spacing them 


12 to 15” apart. Within a year or two 


A bushy, well grown hardy aster specimen is a joy in the autumn garden 

































clumps will become solid, and after 
two or three years, divide them, re- 


planting divisions from the outer 
edges of the clumps. In fact, as with 
chrysanthemums, they can be divided 
every year, though unlike them they 
cannot be moved elsewhere when in 
bloom. 

One problem with hardy asters is 
their susceptibility to mildew, which 
varies with the variety and season. 


At a 


mildew affects the appearance of the 


minimum in open plantings, 
foliage, and when serious the majority 
of the leaves wither and cease func- 
tioning before flowering time. Pedicels 
and even flowers may also be affected. 

Among insects, the tarnished plant 
bug and the lacebug are the most 
troublesome. These are stinging and 
sucking insects, which puncture and 
distort foliage and are active through- 
out the summer. A combination spray 
DDI 
captan, is an effective control measure. 

Most Michaelmas daisies have been 
two North American 
species, the New York (Aster 
novi-belgi) and the New England aster 


or dust, such as wettable and 


derived from 


aster 


(Aster novae-angliae). In Britain, varie- 
ties of the Italian aster (Aster amellus) 
are highly regarded, but they have not 
proved permanent in the collection at 
Hamilton, derivatives of the 
American species are hardier. The 

See page 294 
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These evergreens vary little in shape and size and 
will soon dwarf the house and block the window 


Sketch No. 1 — Blending the evergreens, trees and shrubs listed 
below will enhance the house and provide seasonal color 


Does Your House Need a Lift? 


Mary F. Bunting, Landscape Consultant, Boston, Massachusetts 


HE RIGHT tree or shrub in the right 
place will give your house a lift 
Likewise, thought given to the selec- 
tion and grouping of the plants you use on 
make the 
between a pleasing effect and a jumble. 


your property can difference 


Every housewife knows that clutter and 


confusion in the house make her day’s 


work doubly difficult and tiring 
will hold true for the gardener of the house, 


The same 


whichever member of the family he may 


be. Many tiny plants planted here and 
there require more work than a few well- 
chosen, well-placed shrubs and _ trees 
More weeding, more pruning, more edg- 
all of it work that is 


time consuming and back breaking. 


ing will be needed 


Picture your place as you would like to 
have it look. Make a sketch over an en- 


This attractive house needs a setting using trees and shrubs 
for accent and shadows on the lawn. See suggested list 


Spotty, small plants give a feeling of unrest. The 
light post does not fit well and is poorly located 
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larged photograph of your house and 
study it to be sure that your planting will 
provide the following important features 
shade, winter greens, variety of texture 
and color in bloom and foliage. Above all 
be sure that the planting will give you 
(For 
more complete details, see feature story, 
HorTIcuLture, January 1956, p. 12.) 
Plan the backbone of your planting 


pleasure and your house charm. 


scheme for permanence. As your enthusiasm 
grows and you find more time for garden- 
ing, you can add to your planting. Spring 
and summer flowering bulbs, perennials 
and annuals can be used for more color. 
[he accompanying photographs and 
sketches are presented to help you in plan- 
ning what you can do this year, or next, 
to give your home the lift that it may need 


The following plant lists are suggestive 
of basic plants which may be used to gain 
the effect shown in the sketch. They are 
offered as suggestions only, for much de- 
pends on the exposure and color of the in- 
dividual house. 


Sketch No. 1 
A = European Mountain Ash (Sorbus 
aucuparia) 
B = Anglo-Jap Yew (Taxus media) 
C = Dwarf Japanese Yew 
D = Red-vein Enkianthus (Enkianthus 
campanulatus) 
= Royal Azalea (A. schlippenbachi) 
= Big-leaf Winter-creeper (Euony- 
mus fortunei vegetus) 
G = Spreading Cotoneaster 
easter divaricata) 
H = Pink-flowering Dogwood 
K = Spring bulbs, Chrysanthemums 


(Coton- 


Sketch No. 2—A good-sized tree, carefully placed, and 
suitable small trees and shrubs soften the lines of the house 





Sketch No. 3 — Make a feature of the entrance with a 
flowering tree. Use larger shrubs to soften the brick end 
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The evergreen parade is monotonous and drab. Here 
there is no feeling of continuity or blending of plants 





Sketch No. 2 


A 
B 
Cc 
D 
E 


Fk 


Present planting adds nothing to appearance of house 
which offers possibilities with skillful use of plants 


Here a variety of plants is so arranged that the result 
is nothing more than a hedge with a serrated top 
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= Pin Oak (Quercus palustris) 
- Kousa Dogwood (Cornus kousa) 
Pinkshell Azalea (Azalea vaseyi) 
- White Carolina Rhododendron 
Convex-leaf Japanese Holly (Ilex 
crenata convexa) 
Korean Yodogawa Azalea (A. 
yedoense poukhanense) 
Dwarf Japanese Yew (Taxus cus- 
pidata nana) 
Hybrid Lilac (Syringa hybrid) 
Baltic English Ivy (Hedera helix 
baltica) and Spring bulbs 
Flowering Plum (Prunus triloba) 


No. 3 
Eley Crab-apple 
= Star Magnolia (Magnolia stellata) 
Ware Arborvitae (Thuya occi- 
dentalis wareana) 
Mountain Laurel (Kalmia 
folia) 
= Spreading Japanese 
cuspidata) 
Floribunda Rose 
Anglo-Japanese Yew (Taxus me- 
dia) 
Korean Rhododendron (Rhodo- 
dendron mucronulatum) 
Yeddo Euonymus 


lati- 


Yew (Taxus 


J Espaliered Firethorn (Pyracantha 
coccinea lalandi) 

K = Upright Japanese 
crenata) 

L = Japanese Spurge (Pachysandra) 


Holly (Ilex 


Sketch No. 4 


A = Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera) 

B = Japanese Tree Lilac (Syringa 
amurensis japonica) 

C = Upright Japanese Yew 
cuspidata capitata) 

D White Fringe Tree (Chionanthus 
virginicus) 

E White Catawba Rhododendron 

F Spreading Cotoneaster (Coton- 
easter divaricata) 

= Winged Burning-bush (Euonymus 

alatus) 

H = Mountain Laurel 
folia) 

J = Snow Azalea (A. mucronatum) 

K = Hick’s Yew (Taxus media hicksi) 


(Taxus 


(Kalmia lati- 


Sketch No. 5 


A = Katsura Tree (Cercidiphyllum ja- 
ponicum) 

B Flowering Dogwood (Cornus flor- 
ida) 

C = Red Maple (Acer rubrum) 

D = Torch Azalea (A.’kaempferi) 


E 
F 


A 
B 


Sketch No. 4 — Three trees and a mixture of types and 
textures of shrubs give this house a restful appearance 


Mountain Pieris (P. floribunda) 

Baltic English Ivy (Hedera helix 
baltica) Bulbs, Annuals 

Anglo-Japanese Yew (Taxus me- 
dia) 

Convex-leaf Japanese Holly (Ilex 
crenata convexa) 

Double Pink Shrub Althea (Hi- 
biscus syriacus) 

Korean-spice Viburnum (Vibur- 
num carlesi) 

Dwarf Japanese Yew (Taxus cus- 
pidata nana) 


Sketch No. 6 


Waterer Laburnum (L. watereri) 

Moraine Locust (Gleditsia_ tri- 
acanthos Moraine) 

Hybrid Lilac (Syringa hybrid) 

Beauty-bush (Kolkwitzia ama- 
bilis) 

Japanese Pieris (Pieris japonica) 

True-dwarf Box (Buxus semper- 
virens True-dwarf) 

Royal Azalea (A. schlippenbachi) 

Wilson Rhododendron (Rhodo- 
dendron laetevirens) 

Floribunda Roses and Annuals 


- Pfitzer Juniper (Juniperus chinen- 


sis pfitzeriana) 
Common Flowering Quince 


Sketch No. 5 — Change in planting and location of walk 
‘brings out beauty of window. 


Note the selection of plants 


Sketch No. 6 — Use of fewer shrubs, addition of shade and 
flowering trees, and an entrance terrace make a change 
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You will find most of these gadgets available in progressive garden shops and marts 


Top Row: (left to right) Grass Trimmer; Pistol Grip Duster; Rotary Duster; Spit Duster. 
Bottom Row: (left to right) Bellows Duster; Hedge Trimmer; Water Feeder; Hose Coupler 


New Tools for Home 


E. 1. Farrington, Author of “The Gardener’s Travel Book” 


)DAY, GARDENERS are buying gar- 
den tools and appliances more 
carefully than ever before. That 
may explain why emphasis this year is 
on quality and improved design. 

One of important trends concerns 
lawn mowers. The rotary, a novelty a 
few years is outselling the reel 
type mower two to one. This is be- 
cause it can be run close to trees and 
walks, thus obviating much trimming, 
and for grinding up leaves. It can also 
be serviced cheaply. 

Competition is lowering the price 
of self-propelled rotaries, although 
they generally more 
than power-driven reel mowers. They 
come in a great variety of models, and 


ago, 


cost somewhat 


some are light enough for women to 
operate. Others are heavy duty kinds, 
which will cut tall grass and even 
fairly heavy undergrowth. These, of 
course, need a muscular operator. 

In spite of the amazing growth in 
popularity in the rotary mower, the 
reel type machine should not be over- 
looked. The general agreement is that 
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it makes a smoother, handsomer lawn, 
and home owners who want the best 
looking lawn on the street may well 
keep this in mind. 

If purchasing a hand machine, 
choose it with care. Light weight is 
desirable, but it can be too light to do 
good work. Some have an attachment 
for topping dandelions and other 
weeds. The average reel mower does 
not have it, though any type of rotary 
mower will catch most of the weeds. 

If the lawn mower is the most im- 
portant garden appliance for the small 
home owner to consider, devices for 
applying water doubtless come next. 
In many places, an adequate water 
supply has in itself become a problem. 
Driving a well in the back yard is not 
an uncommon practice in towns where 
the use of public service water is re- 
stricted. In any event, a saving can be 
effected by the use of soil soakers, per- 
forated hoses and other devices which 
place the water just where it is needed. 

The use of a rubber pipe under 
ground is perhaps the most advanced 


ardeners 


method of distributing water without 
waste. Sunlight and air deteriorate 
rubber, but underground it seems to 
last many years. If water freezes in the 
pipes the rubber expands and con- 
tracts when the ice melts. 

An underground sprinkling system 
of this kind can be installed at very low 
cost, since the pipes are placed a few 
inches under the surface. Furthermore, 
the rubber heads, scattered about 
the lawn wherever needed, are safe 
for children and do not damage the 
lawn mower. At the turn of a lever, 
the water goes on, a perfect set-up for a 
lazy gardener. 

More revolutionary is an under- 
ground sprinkler system using a light, 
flexible polyethylene pipe that can be 
cut into sections with a knife and in- 
stalled by the homemaker. 

The more conventional sprinklers, 
along with hose nozzles, are numerous, 
but a few stand out. Especially good is 
a sprinkler which distributes water in 
the form of a square instead of a circle. 

See page 276 
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ls the Grass Always Greener? 


Dr. Clement G. Bowers, Author of “Winter-Hardy Azaleas and Rhododendrons” 


N A RECENT trip abroad, I was 
privileged to see hundreds of 
rhododendrons and _ azaleas, 
are unknown to the 


England. These are 


which 
New 


species from the oriental hinterlands, 


most of 


gardens of 


and hybrids which have been produced 
therefrom. Grown in England, Scot- 
land and Wales, they are mostly too 
tender for our cold climate, except on 
the West in other favored 
spots. They cover an immense range of 
types, from dwarf table-top alpines to 
the tree-rhododendrons of the tropical 
rain-forests of Burma. Flowers come in 
These 


Coast or 


all sizes and in various colors. 
include a few vivid reds, a few yellows 
and some that are as blue as a very blue 
lilac. There oddities 


among them, some being quite unique. 


Cult of Hybridists 


Among enthusiasts in regions where 
these can be grown, people talk and 
write glibly about all of these novelties. 
A cult of hybridists has arisen who will 
nothing but 
(which even in Britain 
grown except under favorable circum- 
stances). It has become fashionable, in 


are also a few 


tolerate fancier’s sorts 


cannot be 


some circles, to speak disparagingly of 
the reliable old hardy rhododendrons 
and azaleas with which we are familiar 
in the northeastern United States. 

All this might well discourage a 
person in New England, can 
presently grow but few novelties. It is 
true that there are a few exceptionally 


who 


good species among these, which are 
outstanding, and the same is true for 
quite a number of new hybrids. How- 
ever, it may come as a consolation to 
many of us in colder places to know 
that many of these new exotics — in 
fact, the great bulk of species, in my 


opinion are not outstanding. In fact 
they may be no better nor even as good 
as our present hardy American ma- 
terial. Let me say at once that my 


notes on literally dozens of these 
foreign species, taken from specimens 
I examined last spring in the shows 
and gardens of Britain, contain state- 
ments like the following: 

*‘Not as good as the 
Rhododendron maximum.”’ 

**No better than R. catawbiense.”’ 
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best forms of 


**Perhaps as good as R. carolinianum.”’ 

**Good in color, but with a wretched, 
gangling habit.’ 

‘Our azaleas are better.” 

In fact, there were quite a few which 
I thought of horticultural 
introduction and which I predict will 


unworthy 


disappear after the craze for novelties 


has ceased. 


Dexter Hybrid Rhododendron 


In some instances, I felt that over- 
zealous introducers had run away with 
the judgement of committeemen who 
placed merit stars on material which, 
in my mind, was undeserving of any 
distinction whatsoever. Then, too, 
fanciers’ hybrids were overrated and 
could seldom be expected to become 
good commercial sorts. 

This does not mean that all foreign 
species and hybrids are inferior. Some 
of them are truly grand and exceed 
anything that we in the American 
northeast can ever hope to attain. But 
these are the leaders, and all the rest 
are not as good as some of our own 
less-advertised representatives. 

This means that a relatively higher 
rating should be placed upon some of 
our familiar things. For instance, while 
in Scotland with a party of horticultur- 
ists, mostly British, we came upon a 
handsome azalea which most of the 
Britons had never encountered before. 


[hey were simply enchanted by its 
beauty, raved about it and called it 
one of the very finest rhododendrons 
they had ever seen. Actually, it was 
a good typical plant of our pinkshell 
azalea (R. vaseyi) from North Carolina. 
Britons at the 1955 Chelsea Show also 
got a good look at our northern rose- 
shell or mayflower azalea (R. roseum) 
and it was given an Award of Merit 
by the Royal Horticultural Society. 
R. kaempferi, familiar in Massachusetts, 
was given a First Class Certificate. It is 
unfortunate that R. carolinianum and 
some of our other treasures do poorly 
in England and so have been deprived 
of honors they deserve here. And there 
are other American hardy 
hybrids which, I think, in any critical 
comparison with other ‘‘honored” 
sorts, will hold their own. 


sorts or 


Let’s Develop Our Own 

So let us not develop any inferiority 
complex about the rhododendrons and 
azaleas which we can and do raise over 
here where the winter temperatures go 
below zero and the summer tempera- 
tures approach those of Rome. In- 
stead, let us develop our own plants, 
and good ones, to fit our own condi- 
tions. Forget about exotics except as 
they may be used to improve our stock 
through hybridization, or as they 
themselves may be improved in hardi- 
ness by the selection of hardier strains. 
Both these possibilities are definitely in 
our future pattern. Already, the Dexter 
hybrids will lead their field. 

Meanwhile, we might do better with 
what we have. Instead of accepting the 
run-of-the-mill collected plants of R. 
maximum and R. catawbiense, let us 
propagate vegetatively the very su- 
perior individuals that occasionally oc- 
cur within these species. I know of 
beautiful pure white forms of both 
these wild species, highly superior to 
the usual kinds. 

There is considerable 
among seedlings, and once in a while 
a plant appears among them which is 
conspicuously better than its brethren. 
The same thing can happen among 
plants which are growing wild. When 
such an individual is discovered, it may 

See page 289 
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variation 





: 


Clumps of bearded iris dramatically placed in garden of Mrs. Stephen H. Casey 


[ris Through the Seasons 


Harold W. Knowlton, Past President American Iris Society 


NE OF THEI IUTSTANDING FEA- 


tures of the iris family is its 


long season of bloom. In the 


early spring, while the weather is still 


cool, the violet-blue flowers of Jr 


atroviolacea open close to the ground 


[his is a charming form which has 
been in cultivation for over 100 years 

Ten days later, the many dwarf kinds 
until mid-May 
in combination with daffodils 
tulips. J and J. flavissima are 
well known, and these and other spe- 


cies have been crossed recently to pro- 


flower, and continue 
and 


pumila 


duce a new race of miniatures for rock 
gardens and border plantings. Forming 
low mats of foliage, established plants 
in bloom look like bright bouquets. 
Among the new varieties there is 
Veri-gay, a bright maroon and yellow 
Sparkling 


Violet 


variegata: Eyes, a clear 


amoena; Gem, a blue violet, 
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with a blue beard, and Ylo, a vellow 
self, with horizontal falls, originated by 
Miss Sturtevant many years ago. Oth- 
ers include Stylish, a rich purple, with 
a sharp white beard; Path of Gold, a 
pure golden yellow; Blazon, a shapely 
red-purple; Sundrop, a yellow with 
long falls, and Primus a clean varie- 
gata. Tony is a black-purple, Tiny 
lony, a dark mahogany, with a deep 
yellow beard, and Come Again, a short 
deep red-purple, with white beard. 
Flowering shortly after are a new 
race of iris embodying pumila and tall 
bearded Perhaps the 
beautiful is Fairy Flax, a 12-inch high 
variety, with a clear light blue self and 
a white beard. Greenspot is a white, 
with markings at the haft which are 


crosses. most 


green, while Baria is a light yellow of 


good form. 


Following 


these come hybrids of 


similar parentage introduced under 
the name of “‘Lilliputs.”” Of rampant 
growth, they soon develop into large 
clumps. Lilliput is a light blue, with a 
darker spot on the falls; Small Wonder, 
a light blue self; Pagan Midget, a dark 
red-purple, and Little Shadow, a dark 
blue-purple, with a blue beard. Yet 
Thought, a light 
vel- 


others are Happy 
vellow, Pogo, a distinct form, 
low with a red spot in the middle 
of the falls, and Pigmy Gold, a clear 
yellow. 

Interesting are the several ‘‘crested”’ 
iris. The native J. cristata, an attractive 
light blue, with a yellow crest, makes a 
splendid ground cover when grown in 
masses. There are several color forms 
in blue, lavender and white. Another 
dainty plant is J. gracilipes, which grows 
best in partial shade, producing small 
narrow leaves, with miniature pale 
lavender flowers on slender branched 


stems about four or five inches high. 


Japanese Roof Iris 
Another, the Japanese roof iris (J. 
tectorum) forms a large clump, with 
blue with darker 


[here is also a white form, 


lavender flowers 
markings. 
with crests marked with gold. These 
grow well in moderately rich soil in 
partial shade. A hybrid between J. 
pallida and I. Paltec, with 


smooth, medium blue flowers, is ex- 


tectorum, 


tensively grown as a border plant in 
the south. In favorable locations, it 
does well in the north. 

An evergreen iris, with narrow, 
glossy leaves, is J. graminea, which de- 
velops a dense crown and bright red- 
purple and blue flowers hidden by the 
foliage. J. versicolor kermesina is a color 
form of the native flag iris, which al- 
ways attracts attention because of its 
sturdy growth and deep red-purple 
color. 

May generally begins the pageant of 
the tall bearded iris. First to open are 
the older intermediate forms, with 
Alaska, a warm white, heralding the 
procession. A large clump of Anda- 
lusian Blue amid pink Darwin tulips 
is a striking combination. For a “‘sure- 
fire’ early-flowering mahogany-red 
try the old-time Red Orchid. Pesha- 
war is an early oncobred in blue and 
tan. 

After these, for the next two or three 
weeks, the tall bearded iris fill the 
garden with their rainbow colors, by 
far the most popular of all. These grow 
well everywhere, except in the deep 
south, producing large handsome 
clumps and several flowering stems. 
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Iris gracilipes 


Since iris cross easily, and _ first 
blooms come the second or third spring 
after the seed is planted, every iris 
grower is a potential hybridizer. Thus 
it is easy to understand why over 500 


varieties are registered with the 


new 
American Iris Society each year. Re- 
cently, kinds such as oncocyclus, re- 
gelias, J. pumila and others that are 
compatible are being crossed with the 


tall bearded to produce new colors. 

A few which I grow are the pale 
yellow Amandine and Desert Song and 
the blue Blue Rhythm, Great Lakes, an 
all time favorite, Blue Sapphire, a 
large ruffled variety, Lady Ilse, Sierra 
Skies, South Pacific, Rehoboth and 
Chivalry, a deeper tone. 

Breeding amoenas is difficult, but of 
them Bright Hour and Cape Cod show 
improvement in form. Pinnacle has 
white standards and yellow falls, while 
Soft Answer is similar in coloring. 
Among deep yellows are Ola Kala and 
Solid Gold. Snow Flurry is a ruffled 
blue-white, which has perhaps pro- 
duced than any 
other variety, notably New Snow and 
the Cliffs of Dover. The new Queen’s 
Lace is a warm white, with a lacey 
edge, and Swan Ballet a pure white. 

In the extremely popular ‘“‘shrimp 
pinks” are Happy Birthday, May Hall, 
Cathedral Bells and Twilight Sky. 
Paradise Pink is a lavender pink, and 
Pink Sensation, June Meredith and 
Sassafras are a deeper warm rose. 
Raspberry Ribbon, Minnie Colquitt 
and Port Wine form striking flowers, 
with white ground heavily bordered 
with deep red purple. Sable and Sable 
Night are dark ‘‘red black’’; Black 
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more descendants 


Forest, Black Hills and the new Deep 
Night are ‘‘blue black’? and Blumohr 
and Frances Craig are ‘“‘blue lavender.”’ 

Truly Yours, with yellow standards 
blending into falls with white tips, has 
taken the iris world by storm. Mary 
Randall is a rare pink in a new shade; 
golden tans and browns are more 
lively, and these are exemplified by 
Argus Pheasant, Cascade Splender, 
Blaze and Inca 


brown-reds are 


Cordovan, Sunset 
Chief. The reds and 
useful for accent, and these include the 
two-toned Queen’s Taste, Rose Gar- 
land, Technicolor, Pacemaker, Big 
Time, Ylem, Quechee and Defiance. 
Apricot Glory is always dependable, 
and the stately pearl-white Starshine 
can be used for a focal point. Caroline 
Jane and Rosy Veil are dainty plicatas, 
with white ground and delicate edging; 
exotic Lady Mohr is a pale lavender 
and oyster white; Windsor, Midnight 
Blue and Harbour Blue are deep blue 
and Amigo, Chiquita and Elizabeth 
Noble are bi-tones, with blue purple 
falls and very pale blue standards. In 
Elizabeth Noble the 
almost white. 
Midseason brings the Siberian iris, 
which grow into large clumps, with 
several tall, slender stalks, if grown in a 
rich, moist soil. Tycoon is a large blue, 
Caesar’s Brother, a dark purple, Royal 
Ensign, a deep purple, with a striking 
blue blaze, and Tropic Night, a deep 
blue. Other varieties are 
Eric the Red, a wine-red, Gatineau, a 
flaring blue and white, and the white 


standards are 


desirable 


Snowcrest and Frank Stubbs. With 
these iris bloom the native yellow flag 
(1. pseudac orus). 

Then 
known as the Louisiana 
include J. fulva, I. foliosa and I. giganti- 
caerulea and their hybrids. Native to 


come the beardless group 


iris, which 


the swamps and bayous of Louisiana, 
they are extensively grown in the ex- 
treme southern states, yet they are 


hardy in many northern states. Give 


them a very rich soil and plenty of 
water. 

In my Massachusetts garden, I have 
grown Wash- 
ington, deep blue; Caddo, red-bronze; 
Cajan Joyeuse, rose blend, dependable 


with success Elizabeth 


and rampant in growth, and Sunny, 
flaring yellow. I have also tried The 
Khan, a rich purple with gold signal, 
the showy Aurora Borealis and Blue 
Sunset, Gay Deceiver and the old 
standby Dorothea K. Williamson. 

See page 299 
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Blue phlox (P. divaricata), creeping phlox (P. stoloni- 
fera) and Primula sieboldi alba enjoy the moist root 
run between rocks provided by pool and running brook 


Primroses, phlox, forget-me-nots, trilliums, sweet wood- 
ruff and other wild flowers combine with azaleas, sil- 
verbell and birch trees to make a gay spring picture 


Make Your Own Naturalisttc Garden 


Kathryn S. Taylor, President, New England Wild Flower Preservation Society 


OULD YOU LIKE to have a 
naturalistic garden of native 
flowering plants? Have you 

always thought that a woodland plot or 

other natural habitat 
gerow wild flowers? Surely 
deners have thought positively about 


is necessary to 


many gar- 


these queries, only to abandon the idea 
because such an area was not available 

On the other 
retire to the country, but when the time 


hand, many wait to 
comes they do not have the energy to 
undertake such a project. Yet, if you 
are willing to create your own substi- 
tute for a natural garden and be satis- 
fied with the best imitation possible, 
then you, too, can start to make your 
dream of a wild garden a realization. 
These were the circumstances under 
which my garden was planned and 
planted. Year after year, unaffected by 
weather or insect pests, it is an unfail- 
ing source of satisfaction and delight 
from the time of the first adonis, he- 
patica and species crocus until the 


266 


gardening year ends with gentians, fall 
crocus and the wild cyclamen. 

Considerable perseverance, imagina- 
tion and skill are required to simulate 
the natural habitats of favorite wild 
flowers. A pink lady’s-slipper under a 
pine tree is the popular idea of a wild 
garden. This type of garden is impos- 
sible to imitate because of the restricted 
requirements of plants of the coniferous 
forest where these lady’s-slippers grow 
at their best. Intensely acid soil which 
contains a fungus associated with the 
roots of these woodland plants is a 
condition which cannot be duplicated 
artificially. Innumerable efforts of wild 
flower lovers to transplant these orchids 
to their gardens end in failure within 
five years, usually after two. 

Although the strongly acid conifer- 
ous forest is difficult to duplicate, the 
moderately acid conditions of a decidu- 
ous woods can be achieved, so that 
many wild flowers from such habitats 
home. In preparing a 


will feel at 


garden for these plants, attention must 
be given to their needs for light and 
moisture. Then select trees and shrubs, 
which form the backbone of the garden 
and provide shelter for the more fragile 
wild flowers. Because deciduous trees 
do not leaf out until spring has ad- 
vanced, flowering plants beneath them 
have an opportunity to benefit from 
the sunlight needed for blooming. 

For contrast include both evergreen 
and deciduous plants. Relatively small- 
growing trees, such as the Carolina 
(Halesia carolina), flowering 
birch, 


silverbell 
dogwood, witch-hazel, pussy- 
willow, hornbeam, sassafras, hemlock 
and red cedar are appropriate. 

Thus, flowering crab-apples, Wash- 
ington thorn, magnolias, Japanese 
cherries, Japanese dogwood (Cornus 


See page 290 
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Native and exotic plants used 
effectively in the author’s garden 
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Aviator Pring, one of Mr. Pring’s latest varieties of the pygmy type 


Pyemy /atertittes for Small Gardens 


IMINUTIVE waterlilies suitable for small home pools, long desired by lily fanciers, have been produced 
successfully through hybridizing by George H. Pring, superintendent of the Missouri Botanical 
Garden. After years of painstaking effort, he has developed several new varieties by crossing pygmy 

lilies from Africa with some of his older hybrids. The new types have flowers varying from four to eight inches 
across, as compared with blooms up to 12 inches produced by the larger hybrids. Two Of the new small-sized 
lilies are yellow; the other is pale blue. Mr. Pring found that working with pygmy lilies was a most exacting 
task, since the seeds of the little plants are no larger than a pinhead. He considered himself fortunate when he 
obtained 15 or 20 perfect seeds from a single pod containing 200 or more. This noted hybridizer’s new crea- 
tions bring to 35 the number of hybrid lilies he has developed during his 50 years at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden. Specimens of almost every one of them are included in the garden’s tropical waterlily collection. 















IMITED SPACE need not deter you 
L from having a water garden. 
Visitors who admire the magnifi- 
cent display of tropical waterlilies at 
the Missouri Botanical Garden often 
express their enthusiasm for these ex- 
otic aquatics and wish they could 
grow them in their own back yards. 
Actually anyone can grow and enjoy 
waterlilies even in a small plot where 
full sun is available for at least four 
or five hours each day. 

Probably the smallest pool one can 
wish for is a half barrel which will 
hold around ten gallons of water. It 
is appropriate to set it in some corner 
of your lot, it may become a central 
feature on the lawn. Effective use can 
be made of a discarded bathtub or 
any container that will hold water. 
This year one commercial waterlily 
grower whom I know is offering a 
fiber glass tank for waterlilies. 


An Appropriate Setting 


Although a half barrel or any other 
container you choose can be kept 
above ground, for esthetic reasons it 
should be sunk and rimmed with 
rocks, marble slabs or even bricks. If, 
however, you intend to keep fish with 
the waterlilies, it is advisable to leave 
at least two inches of the rim exposed. 
Otherwise heavy rain will cause flood- 
ing and the fish will be swept out on 
the lawn. When rocks are not desired, 
creeping plants may be used to soften 
or cover the rim of the barrel. Any of 
the carpeting stonecrops, like Sedum 
acre, or the creeping Phlox subulata, will 
soon hide the rim of the barrel. 

A wooden half barrel will last for 
considerable time. However, if a more 
permanent pool is wanted, make it out 
of concrete, using the half barrel for the 
form. 

Because of the diminutive size of the 
pool only dwarf or pygmy waterlilies 
may be grown. One of the best is 
Nymphaea tetragona, known as White 
Pygmy. This waterlily is reliably hardy 
and will winter outdoors. For many 
years we have grown the WV. tetragona 
in a small tub such as described above 
and later in a concrete pool. Despite 
the fact that the water turns into ice 
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Flowers for a Water Garden 


George H. Pring, Missouri Botanical Garden 


several inches thick during the coldest 
days of each winter, this waterlily 
has never frozen. The flowers are about 
the size of a half dollar and continue 
blooming for several months beginning 
in spring. 

We propagate White Pygmy from 
seedlings developed in the outdoor 
pool. So far, attempts to propagate the 
lily from seed in the greenhouse tanks 
has been unsuccessful. Apparently 
freezing weather is required to stratify 
the seeds. NV. tetragona does not seem 
to produce new tubers for division as 
is the case in other waterlilies. Thus 
seedlings are the only method of in- 
crease for stock. 


Yellow Pygmy Type 

There is a yellow flowered pygmy 
waterlily, Nymphaea tetragona helvola, 
and also a pink form Joanne Pring 
which was developed in our green- 
house tanks. The yellow hybrid and 
its natural mutant can be classed as 
semi-hardy and must be taken indoors 
during winter. Both propagate readily 
from tubers. 

A miniature pool, such as the half 
barrel, limits the grower to one plant. 
When more species are desired it will 
be worth while to build a pool large 
enough to hold several varieties. Even 
at that the pool need not be as large 
as those seen in botanical gardens and 
city parks, especially when one plans 
to stick to the dwarf kinds. Though 
one can build a simple pool by merely 
digging a suitable hole in the ground 
and puddling it with clay to make it 
watertight, a more substantial pool of 
concrete construction is advisable. 


Tips on Construction 


It can be built in any shape or size 
to suit the individual pocketbook. But 
thought must be given as to whether 
plants are to be grown in tubs or 
planted in soil at the bottom of the 
pool. The walls of a concrete pool 
should be about five inches thick and 
reinforced, especially at the corners, 
for security. If the gardener does not 
understand the fundamentals of con- 
crete construction, it is advisable and 
profitable to get an experienced person 





to do the job or at least to consult him 
how to go about it. 

The depth of the pool need be only 
two feet. Yet water should extend at 


least eight to 12 inches above the 
waterlily crowns. Boxes prepared for 
the plants are desirable, because the 
pool can be kept neater, and there is 
less danger of weeds to get started. 
For the dwarf plants, 10-inch pans 
or pots can be used. These can be 
elevated on bricks to meet water level 
requirements stated above, but boxes 
about a foot square will be found 
ideal. 

Since waterlilies are heavy feeders, 
the soil must be richly fertilized. Good 
topsoil mixed with well-rotted cow 
manure will give best results. Com- 
mercial waterlily growers sell good 
fertilizer which can be substituted for 
cow manure. During the past few 
years, we have been using a 10-8-6 
formula in our pools and find it effi- 
cient. Before placing the box or boxes 
in the pool spread a half-inch of clean 
sand on top of the soil to keep it from 
making the water cloudy. 


Pests are Few 
Relatively speaking, there are few 
pests that attack waterlilies. Young 
leaves and flower buds are often preyed 
on by several kinds of aphids or plant 
lice. These can be hosed off and or- 
dinarily do not cause too much dam- 
age unless they appear in large colo- 
nies. Young leaves and flowers can be 
deformed by their presence and often 
these organs remain undeveloped. 
The other pest that may appear is 
the hydrocampa, a kind of leaf-cutting 
worm which can become a nuisance. 
This little white worm cuts two small 
pieces from the leaf edges and fastens 
itself between them by a web. Com- 
pletely hidden, it floats on the surface 
in its raft and feeds on the leaves. Often 
parts of leaves can be observed floating 
around in the pool. If one separates 
the two parts, the worm will be ex- 
posed. It is best to squash the worm. 
Sometimes leaves of night blooming 
varieties appear to be rotting. If one 
looks on the undersides of the leaves, 
See page 277 
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Tue sprawling building in the photo- 
graph at the left, set amidst luxuriant trop- 
ical jungles, is the home of the Biological 
Station, ‘‘Rancho Grande”’, operated by 
the University of Caracas. It occupies only 
the left wing of the enormous, unfinished 
structure, which was originally intended 
to be a hotel. William Beebe, however, in 
his book, ‘‘High Jungle’’ tends to give the 
average reader the impression that it was 
intended for a palace for the dictator Gom- 
ez. The view from this point at 3000 feet 
above sea level is breathtakingly magnifi- 
cent, commanding huge Lake Valencia in 
the distance, framed .by high mountains. 


My bare-footed Indian guide rests against 
trunk of silk-cotton-tree (Ceiba pentandra) 


Tips from an Orchid Collector 


Henry Teuscher, Curator, Montreal Botanical Garden 


ROWING ORCHIDS AS HOUSE PLANTS 
offers an exciting challenge, 

and some amateurs have been 
particularly successful with their new 
Naturally, there have 
because many find it 
from a book on 
directions which 


hobby. been 
failures 
difficult to extract 
orchid culture the 
best fit their own conditions. 

The reason is that there is no gen- 
erally applicable procedure. In order 
to find out what it takes to make tropi- 
cal orchid plants happy, we must ob- 
serve them in their native homes in 
order to the details of their 
requirements into clear focus. 

I had my first chance to do this, 
four years ago, when I was invited to 
Venezuela as a consultant. As an in- 
centive to come, I was offered the 
opportunity to spend five weeks col- 


270 


also, 


bring 


lecting plants in the famous National 
Forest of Rancho Grande. 

I shall never forget my first impres- 
sion on entering this vast and wonder- 
ful preserve of primeval jungle, with 
its overwhelming richness and di- 
versity of vegetation. The road by 
which we approached the National 
Forest (as is common in Venezuela) is 
cut out of a steep mountain side that 
it follows with sharp curves in all its 
windings. Its sides, strangely enough, 
are not covered with common roadside 
weeds, but with all kinds of fascinating 
plants, which seem to find favorable 
conditions there. 

There I saw Gloxinia pallidiflora, 
with its rather large, bell-shaped, blue 
flowers. Another gesneriad noted was 
Diastema quinquevulnerum, with attrac- 
tively red-marbléd leaves and small, 


flesh-pink flowers in graceful sprays. 
The only orchid in these places was 
the terrestrial, purple-flowered Bletia 
however, sometimes 
spots, 


tuberosa which, 
occurs in 
Browallia americana created a blue car- 
pet. A multitude of ferns, including 
tree ferns grew in profusion. Behind 
them at the edge of the forest was 
another world altogether. The trees 
interlaced with creepers, and aerial 
roots hung down like a curtain. The 
trunks of the trees were covered with 
climbing aroids, ferns and begonias. 
Their branches, high over my head, 
were laden with bromeliads, orchids, 
ferns and a whole botanical garden of 
other plants. I could hardly wait for 
my first excursion into this plant 
paradise. 


masses. In moist 
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At first, I was somewhat apprehen- 
sive about entering the dense forest, 
200 kinds of snakes 
Some, like the 
constrictor, 


because almost 
the place. 
and the 
were reported to occur in this region. 


inhabit 
ferdelance boa 
However, my Indian guide who had 


lived in these mountains all his life 
and knew them extremely well always 
walked had 
never bitten As it 


turned out, I saw only three harmless 


barefoot in sandals and 


been by a snake. 
small snakes during all my wanderings. 
Actually, it is only possible to enter 
the jungle by cutting a path with a 
machete (a large bush knife). This 
operation makes so much noise that 
all jungle creatures flee before one 
can come up to them. Another surprise 
was the lack of mosquitoes and not 
once was I bitten by one. To be sure, 
my visit was during October—Novem- 
ber, at the beginning of the dry period, 
yet I was told that even in summer, at 
the height of the rainy season, mos- 
quitoes are not bothersome in this 
region. All the terrors of the ‘‘Green 
Hell” There 
were ants, leaf-cutting ants as well as 
army ants, but they follow their own 
roads which are easy to step over. 


seemed to be absent. 


Travel was Rough 


Travelling in the jungle was either 
up or down steep slopes or over slip- 
pery leaves and slimy tree trunks and 
roots. This was tiring. Besides, within 
five minutes after entering the forest, 
I was literally bathed in sweat because 
of the very high humidity. Yet, the 
temperature rarely rose above 80° F. 
However, at this wonderful sight I 
forgot all fatigue. The high humidity 
was, of course, largely responsible for 
the richness of the flora. You cannot 
have the one without the other. 

Every afternoon, between two and 
three o’clock, it rained as if timed by a 
clock, sometimes with considerable 
violence. A cool fog usually descended 
first from the tops of the mountains, 
which were always covered by clouds. 
This occurrence could be observed 
particularly well from the glassed-in 
veranda of the biological station. The 
fog came drifting down from one side 
and, like a drawn curtain, shut out 
the vista of lake and mountains. 

An hour later, the sun was shining 
again. Around 7:30 in the evening it 
became dark with tropical sudden- 
ness. Then, within the next two or 
three hours, the temperature dropped 
15 to 20°, so that nights were pleasant. 

See page 274 
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New Vegetables for 1956 


EW VARIETIES of vegetables are 
always greeted with excite- 

ment by home gardeners. This 
year’s introductions are the results of 
hybridizer’s efforts for improvements 
in quality, vigor, yield and disease 
resistance. Of top importance are 
varieties which have been acclaimed 
as All-America Selections Gold Pak 
carrot and Seminole snapbean. 

Gold Pak carrot is a long slender 
variety of a deep orange coloring, 
measuring eight to 10 inches. Its 
gracefully tapered form makes it easier 
to harvest than many varieties which 
have a heavy bulge near the top. 

Seminole snapbean is valued for 
greater disease resistance than many 
of the old standard varieties. A string- 
less, meaty bush bean, with the flavor 
of the pole forms, the pods are long, 
smooth and deep apple-green. It is 
recommended for freezing, canning or 
table use. 

Palomar cucumber is noted for its 
unusually vigorous vines and increased 
yields, resistant to downy mildew. An 
kind, of dark coloring, 


early green 


fruits measure eight inches and are re- 
ported to be particularly desirable for 
salads. Planted in light, well drained 
soils, they develop quickly and mature 
more rapidly than if planted in heavy 
soil. 

Likewise, Silver 
scribed as ‘‘a 


Bell squash, de- 
good keeping winter 
squash with a sweet potato flavor” 
will be welcomed in northern gardens. 
In appearance, Silver Bell resembles 
Blue Hubbard 
but the skin is finer grained, 
and fruits average three to four pounds. 


round, warted, blue- 


eray 


Golden Delight muskmelon, an All- 
America Bronze Medal has 
unusually thick, salmon colored flesh. 
The earliest of the large melons, the 
oval fruits, five to eight inches across, 


winner, 


are of especially good flavor. 


F-M cross sweet corn is an early 
hybrid variety of very good quality. 
Che large uniform ears are seven or 
more inches long. For an early crop 
plant in a light, well-drained soil. 
Corn grown on heavy soils usually 
matures several weeks later. 





Top row, left to right: F-M cross sweet corn, Silver Bell squash and Gold Pak 
carrot. Bottom row, left to right: Palomar cucumber and Seminole snapbean. 
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ay! WHAT A BOUNTY of color it 
M brings us! All fall and winter we 

have dreamed and planned for 
this month. Now we must check the re- 
sults and be sure that our color effects are 
We must 
be sure that our tulips blend, not only with 


but with all the spring-flower- 


what we thought they would be. 


each other, 
ing shrubs and perennials planted nearby 
garden. Let’s 


[his is the ideal time to 


make the most of it 


Care of Spring Bulbs 

If you find an off-color group of tulips, 
be sure to lift the bulbs as soon as they have 
finished blooming and put them elsewhere 
to die back. Mark the spot where bulbs 
have a different 
variety may be put there in the fall. Allow 
bulbs to 


been removed so that 


foliage of all spring-flowering 
turn brown before removing. Dying foliage 
of heavy clumps of tulips and narcissus 
can create unsightly spots in the garden 
To remove this blot and to make room for 
annuals, the leaves may be folded over and 
kept in compact bunches by wrapping 
with a rubber band. Narcissus foliage may 


be braided or tied. 


Planting Annuals 


Wrapping and braiding of bulb foliage 


will make room for earlier 


hardy annual seedlings or for sowing seeds 
annuals such as 


Remember that some 


planting of 


poppies, portulaca, alyssum and annual 
chrysanthemums prefer to be sown where 
Move annual seedlings 


if possible, 


they are to remain 
on a cloudy day, and provide 
shade until they no longer show signs of 
wilt. Shade may be 


berry boxes if plants are small, or by prun- 


provided by straw- 
ings from feathery shrubs such as spirea. 
Pinch back spindly annuals, leaving two 


or three sets of leaves 


Planting Shrubs 

It is not too late to plant evergreens and 
flowering shrubs, must be taken 
to keep them well watered. Balled and 
burlapped specimens are easier to handle, 
and trees can still 


but care 


but bare-root shrubs 
be set out if properly handled. Spray new 
growth to revive it and provide light shade 
for several days until shrubs are established 
If the leaves of deciduous shrubs wilt and 
die, strip them off gently; cut back all 
branches several inches; keep plants well 
watered. New appear 
if the roots are in a healthy condition and 


leaves will soon 


have not been allowed to dry out. 


Watch for Birch Leaf Miner 


If you find small black flies 
or hovering about your birch trees, prob- 
ably they adult forms of the birch 
leaf miner which gives the leaves a scorched 
Since it is the young 
about 10 days 


s on the leaves 


are the 


brown 
that do the damage, 


appearance 
spray 
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after the eggs are laid, with 25% lindane 
(wettable powder) — one tablespoon to a 
gallon or one pound to 100 gallons. Cover 
the entire with spray. A second 
generation may appear in late June or 
early July. If you do not have large enough 
equipment to reach the top of the tree 


tree 


call in a tree surgeon. 


Beat the Lawn Weeds 

A strong healthy lawn is practically 
weed free. About May 15 give your lawn 
its second feeding with a well-balanced 
fertilizer such as 5-8-7 or 5—-10—5, using 
10-15 Ibs. per 1000 sq. ft. You may add 
to the above an equal amount of Milor- 
ganite, dehydrated manure, or cottonseed 
meal; but if you do, spread the combina- 
tion at the rate of 20-30 Ibs. per 1000 
square feet. In cool weather set your 
mower at one inch to one and one-half 
inches, raising it to two inches as the season 
gets warmer. Remember that watering 
must be thorough enough to soak the soil 
to a depth of four to five inches. A slight 
sprinkle can do more harm than good. 
Start your control program now with 
applications of 2,4-D to rid your lawn of 
such weeds as dandelion, plaintain, buck 
horn, chickweed. henbit and wild onion. 


Head Start on Edging 

To renew the curved edges of beds 
and borders, use garden hose, 
placing it as desired along the ground, 
then cut your edge with a sharp edging 
tool. Since plastic hoses move easily, fill 
the hose with water to hold it in place. 
Several stakes and a string will make 
a good straight edge. Setting a guide for 
edging is often safer than trusting your 
eye. Otherwise, the results may be dis- 
appointing. For a permanent edging, 
consider some of the metal types now avail- 
able on the market. These can be set 
flush with the lawn. Or, you can add a 
single or double row of bricks or bluestone, 
set in sand, along the edge of the garden 
or at the base of a wall to make a mowing 
edge. Any of these devises will save you 
hours of tedious back-breaking work. 


your 


Mulberry ‘White Fly on Azaleas 

Were your azaleas infested 
with clouds of tiny white winged flies; or 
did you notice that the leaves were cov- 
ered by a wet-shiny, sticky substance fol- 
lowed by a black mold? This is caused by 
the mulberry white fly. In its young stages, 
it sucks the juices from the underside of 
the leaves, secreting a sirupy liquid onto 
those below, thus making an ideal place 
for black mold to form. Spray about May 
15 with a contact insecticide such as nico- 
tine sulfate, malathion, lindane or a mix- 
ture. Follow with a second application 
7-10 days later. A third application about 
June 15 should carry the plants through 
the season, unless they become reinfested 


last year 


from another source nearby. 
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Caladiums 


es caladiums, 
which have long been fa- 
vorites for garden use in the 
warmer sections of the coun- 
try, are coming into their 
own throughout the east 
and middle west. While the 
flowers are of little signifi- 
cance, the brilliance of the 
foliage provides a welcome 
note of color for summer 
gardens, particularly in 
shade or partial shade. 

The peculiarly shaped 
corms, which give the ap- 
pearance of being dry and 
lifeless, can be started in- 
doors in pots or flats. They 
sprout rapidly when bottom 
heat (70—80° F.) is applied. 

An easier method is to 


source of plant food. 





White-leaved variety Candidum in bloom. 


plant the corms in the open ground when the soil has warmed up and all 
danger of frost has passed. Started in light, sandy soils, they usually sprout 
more rapidly than when planted in heavier types. Peatmoss may be used 
to improve the texture of light or heavy soils. Bonemeal makes an excellent 








An Azalea for a Magnolia 


F™ AS LONG as people have grown 
plants, they have been exchanging a 


slip of this for a clump of that. It is part of 


the fun of gardening. 

Last year the Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society put this time-honored custom to a 
new use by sponsoring an organized plant 
exchange. The price of admission was a 
growing plant, but no one was actually 
denied entry, even though some came 
empty handed. Non-members of the So- 
ciety paid a fee of 50 cents. A committee 
of six supervised the exchange. In addi- 
tion, a local garden club was asked to in- 
clude the exchange in its list of projects 
and to provide aides. The club received a 
portion of the proceeds. 

From the inception of the idea, all were 
agreed that any living material would be 
accepted for barter, since the basic idea 
was to encourage gardeners and plant 
lovers to grow a greater variety of plants. 
But should one be permitted to bring a 
chrysanthemum cutting and take an orchid 
in exchange? The committee thought not. 

Finally a system involving three stand- 
ards of value was agreed upon: common- 
place, unusual and rare. Each was to be 
represented by a different colored tag, and 
the tags were given arbitrary values of 50 
cents, $1 and $5. These prices bore little 
relation to the real value of the plants, but 
were used to set a standard for bartering. 


The committee asked for unusual and 
interesting specimens and also requested 
that all material be adequately labeled. 
The offerings included tree peony seedlings, 
small Atlas cedars, magnolias, azaleas, 
honeysuckle, fuchsia and many others. 

Two eminent horticulturists were 
charged with the exacting task of evaluating 
the plants. With the help of garden club 
aides, they tagged the material, placed it in 
its proper spot and gave the erstwhile owner 
a similar tag, good for exchange in kind. 
Participants were then free to browse 
around and pick out what interested them. 

If anyone lacked tag credit, he was per- 
mitted to supplement with money, pro- 
vided there was sufficient material. Some 
curious but sceptical people, who came 
empty-handed, were pleasantly surprised 
to find horticultural rarities exchangeable, 
in these cases, for money. Their contribu- 
tions will be used to improve this year’s 
exchange. 

Plants were not the only things traded. 
Ideas and methods of culture were the 
topic of the day, and were exchanged both 
with and without plants and tags. Most of 
the people were unwilling to see their 
lately-owned specimen become the ward of 
another without a dissertation on_ its 
proper care. 

- ERNESTA BALLARD 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Tips from an Orchid Collector 
From page 271 


All of these are satisfied with the 

‘ . , ’ _ . ea temperature we usually maintain in 
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fact, it represents a mild daily feeding. 
City tap water in general has a very 
low mineral content. The osmunda 
fiber in which orchids usually are 
potted likewise offers very little nour- 
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Warm Water for Orchids 


Tropical rain never is cold, which 


means that cold tap water must not be 

TTP y Boye) 4 bbtthbus used either. All water applied to 
Ya C orchids should have a temperature of 

about 60° F. Do not forget either that 

Prefabricated the temperature drops at night, very 
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to nearly cover the pebbles on which 


only wrench and screwdriver. No NEW 4-Color CATALOG the flower pots rest. By placing the 
rot, no rust, no painting. If build- Why not get all the answers and our low, low prices? | nots on inverted saucers, direct con- 


ing, have cost easily added vo your Reqs Tout ante pom oo ae : 
mortgage. 10 Year Guarantee A Waldor Aluminum Greenhouse.” vented. The gradually evaporating 
Coscificace. Send 25¢ Coin or Stamps TODAY. water increases the humidity of the air 
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tact between pot and water can be pre- 
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from windows during the winter must | 


also be excluded. 

All these details may seem irrele- 
vant, but they serve to define the 
conditions under which large numbers 
of South American orchids live. The 
Cordillera Costanera of Northern 
Venezuela, in which Rancho Grande 
is located and where I collected, is 
only 5000 to 6000 feet high. It has 
nothing to do with the Andes from 
which it differs very significantly 1 
geology, as well as botany. The Andes 
which begin in Western Venezuela 
and extend through Colombia, Ecua- 
dor and Peru, rise very much higher. 
Some of the most coveted Andean 
orchids, including certain beautiful 
odontoglossums, the species of co- 
chlioda, Oncidium macranthum and other 
large-flowered species, occur at and 
above 9000 feet. Here too, are found 
some of the finest of the lycaste, the 
rare Maxillaria sanderiana and many 
others. 


Contrasts in Temperature 


At these heights, the summer (our 
late fall and winter) may be very hot. 
During winter (our early summer) the 
temperature drops to near the freezing 
point, and snow falls. Consequently, 
these high Andean orchids are difficult 
to maintain even in the greenhouse 
and are impossible in the home. 

Those from lower mountain reaches 
are accustomed to less variable tem- 
peratures. Among this group, which I 
collected in Northern Venezuela, are 
epidendrums, certain oncidiums, bras- 
sia, stanhopea, trichopilia, rodriguezia, 
chondrorhyncha, catasetums, gongora 
and mormodes, to mention only a few. 
Naturally these are much easier for 


the amateur to succeed with. To this | 


list I would add cattleya, laelia, 
zygopetalum, chysis, trichocentrum, 
peristeria, anguloa, cycnoches and 
others which do not occur in this part 
of Venezuela, though they live under 
similar conditions. 


Flowers in the Sanctuaries 

A Tour of Rochester (New York) 
Churches and Temples was one of the suc- 
cessful projects attempted for the first time 
by 11 Brighton Garden Clubs of Rochester 
one Sunday last year. Ten places of wor- 
ship were selected, according to historical 
and architectural importance and geo- 
graphical location. Flowers were placed 
in the sanctuaries “as an inspirational 
tribute to a deeper understanding between 
peoples of all faiths.’ Despite bad weather 
there were approximately 10,500 visitors. 
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THE SECRET OF FINE ROSES 


Controls All 


1. KILLS born sucking and chewing 


Insects, including Red Spider Mite. 


2. ST OPS Black Spot, Mildew and 


other Fungus Diseases and Blights. 


3. FEEDS and stimulates Roses to 


healthier plants, bigger blooms. 


Widely used by leading Rosarians, Tri-Ogen 
is the most efficient group of Rose-garden 
insecticides, fungicides and foods. So let 
Tri-Ogen help you grow a finer, lovelier 
garden. There is an economical, labor-sav- 
ing Tri-Ogen product for your every need. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE SPRAY 


1st in Rose Sprays. Combination Insecticide, Fungi- 
cide and Foliar Stimulant. Also for other flowers and 
vegetables. Full season supply kits only $1.50 and up. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE DUST 


Similar powerful ready mixed insecticide-fungicide 
formula for those who prefer to dust. Extra large 10- 
oz. refillable Gun only 98¢, 16-0z. Cans $1.19, and up. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE FOOD 


Scientifically balanced blend. Contains Hormones, 
Vitamin B; and vital trace elements. Works wonders 
on flowers, vegetables, lawns. 5-lb. Bag only 89e. 


TRI-OGEN Rose and Flower Garden BOMB 


lst combination insecticide-fungicide Bomb. Gives 
quick, long-lasting protection either indoors or out- 
doors. Year-round. 12-oz. Bomb only $1.69. 


TRI-OGEN Floral and Garden Dust 


Malathion-Captan-Sulphur dust. For most tender 
annuals, perennials, vegetables, fruits and trees. 
Also use as spray. Giant 12-oz. refillable Gun $1.25. 


FREE—Write for the new Tri-Ogen folder, ‘“‘How to 
Grow Big Beautiful Roses’. Rose Manufacturing 
Company, 1312-56 Ogen Bidg., Beacon, N. Y. 
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Top row: (left to right) Fertilizer Spreader and Lawn Grass Seeder; Portable 
Garden Hose Reel; Garden Feeder with Swivel Faucet Connection. Bottom 
row: (left to right) Grass Trimmer; Underground Sprinkler System; Soil Tiller 


New Tools for Gardeners 

From page 262 

Yet another is a nozzle which breaks 
the water into a fog-like mist. In many 
lawns and gardens, the sprinkler is 
most useful, reaching all corners with- 
out wetting walks and drives. The fog 
creating nozzle, on the other hand, is 
excellent for applying moisture to seed 
beds, newly seeded lawns and tender 
plants, because it does not wash out 
seed. 

Hose reels are available 
forms. One can be swung flat against a 
wall for outdoor storage, and another, 
very simple and inexpensive, is de- 
signed for storing the soaker hose. 
However, it can also be used for 
handling outdoor electrical appliance 
cords used for electric lawn mowers, 
hedge trimmers and edging tools. 

Trimming the edges of lawns around 
drives, walks and flower beds used to 
be a tiresome chore when done with 
hand shears. Of the new devices some, 
electrically operated, make life easier 
for home owners of average sized lots. 
A few, powered by gasoline engines, 
are designed for larger grounds. Sizes 
and prices in power driven edgers and 
trimmers vary greatly, but the amount 
spent will not be regretted. One point 
to keep in mind is that some machines 
will throw stones with dangerous force. 

Although lawn mowers come with 
mulching attachments, sweepers are 
still appearing in increasing numbers. 
Several are now power driven. One 
model, though not power driven, can 
be transformed into a garden cart. 


in new 


Available also is a heavy duty vacuum 
sweeper that gives the lawn a thor- 
ough cleaning, apparently picking up 
sticks and stones along with grass and 
leaves. Its price is rather high. There 
also is a sweeper, which not only cleans 
the lawn, but bales the debris which it 
picks up. This machine, however, 
must be towed. 

Most gardeners agree that the old- 
fashioned tin pump was not a very 
satisfactory means of applying in- 
secticides in the form of dust. Dusters 
fitted with bellows made the work 
much easier, but the newest kinds are 
operated by turning a crank with a 
minimum amount of effort. One 
model from Europe is so efficient that 
it is being used in a large nursery. 

There are, of course, many tractors 
which are new or have improved fea- 
tures. Only a limited number are 
suited to the average garden. Some of 
lower priced kinds are highly satisfac- 
tory, however, and can serve a very 
useful purpose in the back yard gar- 
den. One of the best, with several 
valuable attachments, including a 
lawn mower which cuts a 22-inch 
swath, can also prepare the vegetable 
garden and cultivate between rows. 

Available as well are several new or 
fairly new hand cultivators, including 
one that is electrically powered. From 
California comes a two-way hoe, with 
an unusually long handle that culti- 
vates thoroughly with a minimum 
amount of labor. It is recommended 
especially for spot repairs on the lawn. 

Lawns are greatly benefitted when 
aerated. For this there are hand spikers 


HORTICULTURE 








which do good work, but few care to 
use them for any length of time. A 
particular model can be attached to a 
power mower, and there is a new 
aerating device which can be substi- 
tuted for the roller on a reel type 
mower. What really is needed is a 
power aerator for home use. 

To realize the value of seed and 
fertilizer spreaders, many new models 
are offered this season. These easily 
operated spreaders make the distribu- 
tion of seeds and fertilizers possible in 
almost exact amounts, not easily 
achieved otherwise. 

Among the new worthwhile gadgets 
for this spring is a planting device for 
planting bulbs and tubers into the 
ground. A sharp cutting edge removes 
a two-inch core of soil up to a depth of 
six inches so the operator can do his 
planting without kneeling. The device 
may also be used for transplanting and 
for tree feeding with little labor 


involved. 


Flowers for a Water Garden 
From page 269 


small threadlike worms will be noticed 
wiggling around. They can be troublesome, 
but the only treatment advisable is to 
sprinkle tobacco dust in the water, if there 
are no fish in it. 

There are numerous varieties of tropical 
waterlilies from which to choose. Although 
some kinds require considerable room for 
full development, all can be grown as 
dwarfs when confined to tight quarters. We 
have them blooming profusely in small 
pots in some of our tanks but only small 
flowers can be expected under these condi- 
tions. 

From the two score hybrids developed at 
the Garden, there are a few that lend 
themselves favorably to small pools. One 
of the best is Director George T. Moore 
developed in 1941. It is considered a small- 
sized day bloomer with smallish, dark 
green leaves and compact deep rich purple 
flowers borne in profusion. The purple of 
the petals is enhanced by the golden 
centers. Often eight to 12 flowers appear 
at one time. This plant often develops 
community heads and makes a delightful 
picture. Smaller flowers in greater profu- 
sion are the result. It is a good propagator. 

Nymphaea colorata, a true species from 
Africa, introduced in 1938, has been used 
for hybridizing and is one of the parents 
of Director Moore. It is even smaller than 
the latter in all its parts and the leaves do 
not spread widely. Rather they remain 
compact and ring the clusters of flowers in 
a neat pattern. 

Midnight, the first semi-double variety, 
also bears NV. colorata blood and is probably 

See next page 
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Garden Enemies 


“Put ’Em Away” 
for Good! 









Destroy garden ene- 
mies for good with 
regular applications of 
Niagara Garden Dust. 
Protects flowers and 
vegetables from Japa- 
nese beetles, mealy 
bug, thrip, squash bug, 
shot hole borer, toma- 
to fruit worm, as well 
as fungus disease. Eco- 
nomical, highly effec- 
tive. Full directions on 
label. 

Ask your dealer for a 
FREE Dust and Spray 
Guide, or write us. 


tne 
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Niagara GARDEN PRODUCTS 


Niagara Chemical Division 
FOOD MACHINERY & CHEMICAL CORP. 


Middleport, New York 
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POST AND RAIL 
4 Styles, 4 Heights, Inexpensive 


There’s a Walpole Cedar Fence for 
every purpose. Find out what one of 
our many styles can do for you. Notice 
the nicety of detail and proportion in 
Walpole Fences. Get the free extra 
benefit of Walpole Woodworkers’ 23 
years’ experience in Cedar Fence 
building and erecting. Why be satis- 
fied with less? 


Visit our display grounds or write or 
phone for free 12 page Fence Catalog 
containing over 50 pictures of Walpole 
Fences in use. Prices included. 


WALPOLE 
WOODWORKERS 


Cedar Fences + small buildings + rustic furniture 
767 EAST STREET, RTE. 27, WALPOLE, MASS. 
Telephone WALPOLE 70, 104 or 830 

234 LOWELL STREET (RTE. 129) 
WILMINGTON, MASS. 
Telephone OLIVER 8-4941 


395 Shaker Rd., EAST LONGMEADOW, MASS. 
Telephone LAUREL 5-3349 














WILDFLOWERS 


Hardy, Northern Grown Peren- 
nials, Shrubs and Evergreens 


A VERY complete selection of all 
nursery stock. Over 100 varieties of 
Wildflowers and Ferns. We have the 
rare Hartford Fern at 
$1.50 each. Come up and see us in 
May 
miles north of Brattleboro on U.S. 


Climbing 
or any time. We are only 8 


Route 5. 

PUTNEY NURSERY 
INCORPORATED 

Box 131-H PUTNEY, VERMONT 
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Flowers for a Water Garden 
From page 277 


the darkest rich purple of all the water- 
lilies. It also has a habit of forming com- 
munity heads. 

Bagdad is an exciting novelty, 
for its richly-patterned, medium-sized 
leaves which are light green marked with 
reddish-brown splotches above. 

Nymphaea sulphurea is an excellent yellow, 
pygmy-type, tropical waterlily which has 
been used extensively at the Garden in 
hybridization work. St. Louis Gold and 
Aviator Pring are new introductions de- 
veloped through this medium. 

Even though the flowers of Mrs. George 
H. Pring are large (to 13 inches across), 
the plant is suitable for a small pool and 
the whole plant will remain small when 
grown in a small container. 

Perhaps even better for the purpose is 
Isabelle Pring which is similar to the pre- 
ceding variety. Yet the flowers are more 
compact, and the leaves have a tendency 
to be viviparous, which means the habit 
of producing young plants. 

The best of the night blooming water- 
lilies for the small pool is B. C. Berry with 
moderately dark-green, scarcely mottled 
leaves and flowers of dark red hue. This is 
the one which we are attempting to use in 
present hybridization work at the Garden 
blooming 


more so 


to bring out colors in night 
waterlilies of pygmy size. 

In recent years, we have also introduced 
a dwarf pygmy lotus type from the Belgian 
Congo which can be likened to a miniature 
Missouri. The leaves are rather small, and 
the floral envelope often curves sharply 
downward almost parallel to the flower 
stalk while the stamens stay erect. Thi 
feature has not been previously noticed in 
any of the nocturnal waterlilies at the 
Garden. It is highly possible that a new 
strain of dwarf nocturnal waterlilies will 
be developed in the next few years, suitable 
for our small pools. 

If the grower wishes to try other water- 
lilies not listed in this article, secure some 
of the well-illustrated catalogs from reliable 
concerns. Your eyes will be opened to the 
many wonderful aquatics that will grow in 
your small pool. 
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INDOORS OR 
OUTDOORS 


HELLER-GRO 


PRODUCES 
PRIZE-WINNING BLOSSOMS 
AND PLANTS 


Your can see the results when you use Heller-Gro, the 
complete plant food that produces rich, abundant 
growth indoors or outdoors. Supplied in economical 
concentrated paste form, Heller-Gro 
dissolves completely in water. The 
solution is easy to use will not burn 
roots or foliage — is odorless and non- 
poisonous. 

Heller-Gro contains all the nutrients 
necessary for healthy plant growth, 
including the trace elements. Com- 
pounded entirely of laboratory-quality 
U.S.P. chemicals. No residue, no filler. 
This year, for better results with your 
plants, trees, shrubs, lawn — use 
Heller-Gro, in either root or foliar feed- 
ing. At better garden-supply stores. 


Available in tubes for home plants and 
larger sizes for outdoor use 


HELLER GREENHOUSE LABORATORIES 


218 E. Pikes Peak Ave., Colorado Springs, Colo. 


fast acting 
.. effective 





CY ANOGAS 


Millis 
ANTS 


MERICAN CYANa) 
MID COMPany 
od 


50‘ At Garden Supply, Drug, 
Hardware and Seed Stores. 


FOR HOUSE PLANTS 


BACCTO 


POTTING SOIL 


Ideal for house 
plants, window 
boxes, terraces,gar- 
dens. Enriched, sci- 
entifically processed, 
complete.Amazingly 
low priced at hard- 
ware,chain,depart- 
ment and garden 
stores. 


25¢ bag fills flower 
pot! 5 Ibs., 59¢; 10 Ibs., 
98¢; 25 ibs., $1.69; 50 
pany ay gg Ibs., $2.49. Order Today. 
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Increasing Plants in Home Gardens 


Roger G. Coggeshall, Propagator, Arnold Arboretum 


NCREASING shrubs and trees, especially 
the choicer kinds, has long been con- 
sidered the reach of most 

home gardeners. The need for such special 
equipment as electric heating cables, 
thermostats, humidistats and automatic 
ventilation as well as a greenhouse was 
considered essential for success. 


beyond 


However, in this “do-it-yourself” age, 
increasing plants in the house or in the 
back yard is relatively simple, if using 
polyethylene plastic. This material has 
many uses, particularly for preserving or 
storing fruits, vegetables and other kinds 
of foods. It is used to cover pillows and 
furniture for packaging and many other 
commodities. 

How does this plastic, used for so many 
other purposes, fit the needs of the home 
gardener? Its ability to allow air, in the 
form of carbon dioxide and oxygen to pass 
through the plastic and at the same time 
to conserve moisture makes it ideal for 
various kinds of root formation. 

What effect is created on the atmosphere 
enclosed by the plastic? For example, 
what happens when a plastic freezer bag 
is pulled down over a five-inch flower pot 
so that it is completely enclosed? Since the 
plastic is permeable to air, it flows in and 
out, while the water vapor in the air inside 
the plastic bag is retained, because the 
plastic is impermeable to the vapor. 


Furthermore, the moist rooting medium 
in the flower pot is continually evaporating 
water, which cannot escape, thus increas- 
ing the relative humidity inside the plastic. 
This inexpensive plastic creates, then, one 
of the most important factors necessary for 
success in propagating plants—a high 
relative humidity. It is because of this factor, 
more than any other, that most plants are 
propagated under glass. Without high 
humidity, cuttings wilt, plants grow poorly, 
grafts die and seed fails to germinate. 

Growing new plants from softwood cut- 
tings is one of the most successful ways of 
increasing plants, especially when using 
polyethylene plastic. Here at the Arnold 
Arboretum, we make small units with 
turkey wire, which comes in four-foot rolls, 
with individual squares, 2” x 4’. This 
can be cut according to individual needs, 
but a satisfactory size is a structure four 
feet long, three feet wide and eight inches 
high. A frame of this size is suitable, since 
it is light, easy to handle and able to ac- 
commodate six flats, measuring 1’ x 2’ x 3”. 

Cuttings can be handled in either of 
two ways. One is to make the cuttings, 
treat them with the proper hormones and 
insert them in flats of sand. The other is to 
insert them directly in the ground. This 
is accomplished by removing the top six 
inches of soil and filling in with a rooting 
medium. 


Each method has its advantages. Cut- 
tings in flats of sand are easily handled 
after rooting, though the medium dries 
out fairly fast. Although cuttings in the 
ground are more difficult to move follow- 
ing rooting, the medium dries out much 
slower. The latter method is favorable 
for those who do not have the facilities to 
pot up and overwinter rooted cuttings. 
Thus, they can be left in the ground until 
the following spring, if a suitable mulch 
is provided against winter heaving. 

In either method, after cuttings are 
planted and watered, place a wire frame 
over them. Then put a piece of plastic over 
the frame, cutting it large enough to cover 
the frame completely, with a four to six 
inch overlap on each side. Let the overlap 
rest flush on the ground, and cover to a 
depth of two to three inches with soil to 
seal tightly. 

Cuttings covered with polyethylene do 
not require ventilating daily, weekly or 
otherwise, because the plastic allows air to 
pass in and out. Though the moistened 
medium is constantly evaporating water, 
the vapor cannot escape. As the tempera- 
ture inside the plastic drops at the end of 
the day, the moisture in the atmosphere 
condenses into droplets on the inner side 
of the plastic, which fall onto the medium 
only to remoisten it. 

See next page 
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Additional Privileges 


ALL THIS FOR only $5 00 
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(Subscription $3.00 a year) 


A Copy of the Yearbook > 


A Free ticket to the Spring Show (Regularly $1.50) 
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Vv Free use of the Society's Library. Only members may 
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The Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
300 Massachusetts Avenue 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 


Please enroll 


PLEASE PRINT NAMES AND ADDRESSES | 


Gentlemen: $5.00 enclosed [[] 


V Free consultant service with horticultural 
experts by mail, by phone or by personal call 
at Horticultural Hall. WV Free admission to 
all lectures and special events sponsored by 
the Society. 
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RODENT DESTROYERS 


..» THE EASY WAY 


Novel, effective destroyers: Light 
with a match and blitz out whole 
families of MOLES, rats, field mice, 
woodchucks, ground squirrels, etc., 
at one “shot.” Safe, sure aids to 
farmers and gardeners. 
1 Doz., $2.25; 3 Doz., $6.00 
Send Cash, Check or Money Order 
De luxe 68-page color-illustrated 1956 Seed 
Annual listing SEEDS, BULBS and GARDEN SUP- 
PLIES will be sent free with every order or mailed 
on receipt of 50c to apply on first purchase from 
Annual. 


BURNETT BROS., INC. 


Dept. C, 92 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y. 
Telephones: BArclay 7-6138 and 7-7829 


eS 
4 SN aes 


Protect Your Home 


and reduce your insurance rates at the same 
time by having Boston Lightning Rods in- 
stalled. FREE CATALOG gives complete 
information. 


BOSTON Lightning Rod Company 


DEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 





Srcstol MUMS 


New and Outstanding Varieties 





ASTERS—Latest introductions and old fav- 
orites. 


PHLOX FANAL—"The Red”—Also many 
others. 


PERENNIALS—For Wall Gardens. 


HOSTA HONEYBELLS—The “Queen of the 
Shadows.” 


A Truly Different Item to 
Highlight Those Shady Areas 


FREE — Fully illustrated Color Catalog 


BRISTOL NURSERIES, INC. 


404 Pinehurst Road ¢ Bristol, Conn. 
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Increasing Plants 
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Nevertheless, some manual watering is 
required. If rooting in flats, watering will 
be needed three weeks, 
depending upon the amount of shade. If 
cuttings are in the open ground, water 
should be applied every three to five 
weeks. This is because moisture is absorbed 
by the surrounding soil. 

Since the plastic traps heat, when pro- 
softwood cuttings, place the 
“greenhouse” in the shade of high branch- 
ing trees, a fence or wall or on the north 
or east side of a building. Cuttings should 
have bright light, but not direct sunlight. 


every two to 


Flat with wire frame covered with 


| polyethylene plastic makes ideal case for 


rooting cuttings of shrubs 


When the temperature rises into the 
nineties and higher, provide additional 
shade at noon with a layer of burlap, 
Saran cloth or cheese cloth. Otherwise 
cuttings will likely be burned. 

One disadvantage of the polyethylene 
plastic is that it creates optimum germinat- 
ing and growing conditions for fungi. 
These are caused by high temperature, 
high humidity and slight air circulation 
inside the plastic covering. To control, use 
the fungicide Captan 50W at a concentra- 
tion of two teaspoonfuls per gallon of water. 
A program of spraying the cuttings and 
medium every week to 10 days should be 
strictly maintained. 

Once rooted, cuttings should be grad- 
ually exposed to outside conditions, which 
are very different from those conditions 
found inside the plastic tent. If a cutting, 
rooted under conditions of high tempera- 
ture and humidity, is potted and placed on 
an open greenhouse bench it promptly 
wilts. 

Once potted, cover cuttings tightly with 
a sheet of plastic, shade and remove plastic 
gradually over a period of three to 10 
days. Do the same with cuttings rooted 
directly in the ground, where the plastic 
can be removed gradually from the wire 
frame itself. 

Hardwood cuttings are handled simi- 
larly except for the time of year they are 
taken. The time to take hardwood, or 
semi-hardwood, cuttings is from the middle 





BROWNELL 


© Everblooming Pillars ¢ 


Guaranteed to Bloom June thru November 
This new race of super hardy hybrid roses 
live longer, resist disease and bloom more 
abundantly. They grow like climbing roses on 
canes 8 high. Order by color: Pink, Red, 
Orange, Yellow, White. 


3 for $10 ** 
6 for $20 


HYBRID 


TEAS 


3 for $5 
12 for $18 


Developed for sturdi- 
ness, disease resist- 
ance and vigor. Will 
bloom more freely. 
CURLY PINK — 
large two-toned pink 
blossoms. 50 graceful 
recurled petals 
ORANGE RUFFLES 
— luminous like glow- 
ing sunshine in the 
rain suggesting a pot 
of gold at the end of 
the rainbow. 

Send for Free List 
Potted Roses may be 
purchased at the 
greenhouse. 


W. DEXTER 
BROWNELL Ii 
Brightridge Greenhouse 
East Providence 

Rhode Island 
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STRONG — DURABLE — EASILY MARKED 
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and Amateur Growers to 

identify all cuttings, seed- 
lings, plants and shrubs. 
Heavy gauge, white plastic 
is permanent, will not rot, 
withstands all weather and 
soil conditions. Reusable. 
Low cost. 


SAMPLE ASSORTMENT 


50 MARKERS — 10 ea. of A, C, D, 
F and 5 of B and H 


ONLY $1.00 >x, 


OR, WRITE FOR OUR NEW 
QUANTITY PRICES AND SAVE! 


NO C.0O.D."S, PLEASE 


LIFETIME MARKERS 


10342 LANARK, DETROIT 24, MICH. 
TUxede 4-6213 DEPARTMENT H-2 
Canada: C. A. Cruickshank, Far West: 1864 S. 120th St. 
1015 Mt. Pleasant Rd. Seattle 88, Wash. 

Ss Toronto 12, Ontario. Department H-2 


TO AUTHORS 


seeking a publisher 


If you are looking for a publisher send for our free, illus- 
trated booklet titled To the Author in Search of a Pub- 
lisher. It tells how we can publish, promote and distribute 
your book, as we have done for hundreds of other writers. 
All subjects considered. New authors welcome. Write 
today for Booklet HO. It's free. 

VANTAGE PRESS, 12@ W. 3ist Street, New York 1 

In California: 6253 Hollywood Bled., Hollywood 28 
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Ever wonder if you could make- 
ORNAMENTAL CONCRETE PRODUCTS 


Imagine - A Business Of Your Own -so inter- 
@\ esting and so much fun that it's almost like 
Ff/ getting paid to play. That is what the Orna- 

mental Concrete Business can mean for you. 


Making Ornamental Concrete Products is easy 
when you use CMC Molds. After a few minor 
preparations, you simply fill the mold with 
concrete, let it set, remove the mold, an 
there's your product. What could be easier? 


Seal the ends of the plastic to maintain 
even moisture within 


of August through the middle of March, 
though we are concerned mostly with the 


period from August through October. 


YOUR KEY TO 


SUCCESS 


During this period they are easier to handle 


CMC 
Aluminum Molds 
THE BEST 


and require less attention than softwood 
cuttings taken in the summer months. 


For hardwood cuttings, follow the same 
rules for ventilation. Water the medium 
even less often (every four to six weeks), 
since temperatures outside the plastic are | 
considerably cooler and the medium dries | 
out slower. When taken in the fall, cuttings 
require no additional shading such as | 


YOU 
Easy 
GOOD PROFIT 


CAN MAKE THEM 


ERENT MOLDS TO CHOOSE FROM! 


y 


0 DIF 


nN 
Oo 


OVER 


given softwood cuttings during summer. 


To control diseases, employ same prac- 


CMC experience and Master Craftsmanship are 
designed into each durable, light-weight, easy-to- 


tices recommended for softwood cuttings, 


though in cloudy weather they should be operate Aluminum Mold. 


sprayed twice a week. Once rooted, re- Lr 
move the plastic cover all at once, since | 
material is dormant. Then mulch for | 
winter protection, and unless cuttings dry | 
out, they should come through the winter | 


successfully. 


Thanks to polyethylene plastic, home | 
gardeners can practice Chinese air layering | 
a ey cum Rees sae, Se concen & With increasing demand from home-owners all over America, 
your concrete items practically sell themselves. A new and 
most valuable book covering all of CMC's products and telling 
how to use them has just been published. It's a MUST for both 


the beginner and the experienced. 


SEND ONLY $2.00 FOR YOUR COPY 
HOW TO 


Turn Concrete into GOLD 


achieved when the layers are put on just | 
as the buds break their dormancy in the 
spring. The following is the procedure to 
follow. 

First run the moss through a one-half 
inch screen to make it finer. Moisten it | 
with water, though no free water should be 
able to be squeezed from it. Once the moss 
becomes soggy, either because it was too 
wet when first applied or because rain | 


water has run down the stem of the plant 
into the layer, due to improper sealing, 
fermentation will take place and there will 
be no rooting. 

To air layer a favorite plant, select a 
stem of the past season’s growth and 
wound it by making a cut downward or 
upward, either way, approximately one 
and one half to two inches in length and 
one third of the way through the stem. 
Remove the flap of bark made by the cut, 


See next page | 
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For Garden Tool Houses 
Bath Houses and 
General Utility Use 


Shipped anywhere in the world 
in completely finished easy to as- 
semble sections or we erect 
for you nearby 

At Walpole Woodworkers you get 
Architect's Better 
workmanship « Sound construc- 
tion e Greater variety *« More 
sizes and styles « Longer expe- 
Budget 


designs e 


rience e Low prices e 


terms 

Made 
only direct to you 
shop display 
phone or write for catalog show- 
ing NINE sizes and styles with 
prices 


only by us and sold 
See them at 


our grounds or 


WALPOLE 
WOODWORKERS 


Cedar Fences + small buildings + rustic furniture 
767 EAST STREET, RTE. 27, WALPOLE, MASS. 
Telephone WALPOLE 70, 104 or 830 


234 LOWELL STREET (RTE. 129) 
WILMINGTON, MASS. 
Telephone OLIVER 8-4941 


395 Shaker Rd. EAST LONGMEADOW, MASS. 
Telephone LAUREL 5-3349 


PAID 


Handiest Garden Tool +4 POST | 


You Ever Owned! 


First used in Cape Cod cranberry bogs 

discovered" by gardeners every- 
where! Ideal for weeding lawn or garden; 
rooting out crabgrass; cultivating, root 
cutting, indoor plant culture. Precision 
made for lifetime use; hardwood handle 
7 locked to steel blade — can't come 
o 


RUSH DOLLAR BILL at our risk; 
money back if not delighted. 
Dealers — write for quantity prices 
TUCK MASTERSMITH TOOLS 


4-H Ames Street, Brockton 39, Mass. 
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otherwise, when the moss is pressed around 
the wound, it will close again and rapidly 
heal over. Dust the cut with Hormodin #3 
with a small sash brush to stimulate 
rooting. 

Roll the prepared moss into a ball, cut 
it in halves and press the two pieces 
around the wounded area. Then wrap a 
six by six inch sheet of plastic, previously 
cut, tightly around the ball of moss. Seal 
the plastic at both the top and bottom with 
strips of black Scotch Electrical Tape #33. 
These strips are cut long enough so they 
will seal the ends of the plastic and stick 
to the stem of the plant, making a tight 
seal that will exclude excess rain water. 
Once rooted, sever from the parent plant, 
remove plastic and plant layers directly 


into prepared beds. 


Mist Spraying 

Mist spraying systems are new in the 
field of propagation. Like polyethylene 
plastic, they maintain a high relative 
humidity around cuttings. In mist spray- 
ing, a series of nozzles are spaced along a 
pipe, which in turn is supported over the 
cuttings. These nozzles give off a very fine 
mist, thus maintaining humidity and pre- 
venting wilting 

This type of system can be used inside 
a greenhouse, where the cuttings are 
rooted directly in benches, or out of doors 
during the summer months, when cuttings 
are rooted directly in the ground. Several 
devices are used to control the amount of 
mist. The first is the manual method of 
an experienced person who applies the 
mist continuously for a number of hours 
during the day, depending on weather 
conditions. 

Use a Time Clock 

The second is a time clock, set so that 
the mist operates any desired number of 
seconds out of sixty. This is still governed, 
however, by the operator who, through 
experience, knows how many seconds out 
of a minute to run the mist, depending on 
the weather. 

The third and most recent device is the 
“electronic leaf”, which turns the mist on 
and off automatically. It consists of two 
carbon contact points, embedded in a 
small block of plastic. This plastic, which 
is on a short stand, is inserted in the 
medium with the cuttings. As the surface 


of the leaves dry off, so does the surface of | 


the plastic, though it dries off slightly 
faster. When there is no longer a film of 
water covering the plastic, the contact 
is broken and the mist turns on. 

It is easy to see, therefore, that with the 
advent of polyethylene plastic and the 
constant or interrupted mist systems, plant 
propagation for the home gardener is 
more possible than ever before. 


Betty F. Homler 
white, tall 
$1.50 each 
3 for $4.25 


Spring 
Planting 
Catalog 

available 


IRIS isomptesi 7he Inia of Japan 


FLOWERFIELD is the recognized source in 
America for the rare and classic varieties of Japa- 
nese Iris. These and many of our own 
introductions have been in continuous 
cultivation for over fifty years. Send 

for Catalog. 


Sales Office 171 South Street 
Dept. H, Box 90, Oyster Bay, L. I., N. Y. 


FOR BETTER GARDENS 


MULCH 


MUL-Tex, the original non- 
absorptive buckwheat hull 
mulch helps three ways — 


with 


@ RETAINS MOISTURE 
@ SMOTHERS WEEDS 
@ REDUCES CULTIVATION 


Ideal for flower or vegetable gardens, roses, straw- 
berries, shrubbery. Prevents mud splatter when used 
around foundation plantings. Provides a rich dark- 
brown background for flowers and shrubs. Packed in 
easy-to-handle 50 lb. bags. (200 Ibs. covers 260 sq. ft. 
1 in, deep.) 
Prices F 
200 Ibs. 
500 Ibs. 
1000 Ibs. 
2000 Ibs. 


Order f 


B. Cohocton, N. Y. 
$ 6.00 
12.50 
22.00 
43.00 


rom ad or write,for free folder 


LARROWE MILLS, INC. 


Box 55 COHOCTON, NEW YORK 


YOU, TOO, CAN GROW 
PRIZE-WINNING 


AFRICAN 
VIOLETSG 


years the prize- 

winning blossoms at the 

National African Violet 

Show have been grown with 

Plant Marvel...the scientifically bal- 
anced, 100% water-soluble plant food. It 

supplies the entire root system with the 
natural, concentrated food elements .needed 
for rapid, healthy growth and bloom. Very 

easy and economical to use... a 35¢ pack- 
age makes 68 quarts, 75¢ package makes 
25 gals..$1.25 package makes 250 gals. of 
rich liquid food. 

FREE SAMPLE: Write for free sample and copy o 

our African Violet folder. 


For two 


“Feed as you water" 


Dept. HO-26, 622 West 119th Street, Chicago 28, Illinois 
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READERS’ 
QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


I rooted a gloxinia leaf and now have a 
tiny bulb about the size of my thumb The 
original leaf has died. What happens now? 

The fact that the gloxinia leaf has died 
indicates the presence of a bulb in the 
soil. From now on, water about once a 
week until young leaves appear. When 
they do, give your plant the same care as 
recommended for tubers. Leaf cuttings of 
gloxinias vary in their behavior. Some- 
times the new leaves appear before the old 
have died, while in other cases they de- 


velop after two or more months 


AUTUMN GARDEN TOUR of the 


RIENT 


Sponsored by Leadirig Horticultural Societies! 


Visit the fabulous gardens as 
well asthe famous sights of the 


Seattle-Victoria: The majestic 
Pacific Northwest... The fabulous 
Butchart Gardens of Victoria. 


exotic East...The tour will in- 


clude exclusive invitations and 
special receptions, 
luncheons at private homes and 
estates which the average visi- 
tor does not usually see...You 


Japan: The enchanted isles at 
Chrysanthemum time... Shrine of 
Nora... Fujiyama...the Inland Sea 

Incredibly beautiful gardens. 


teas and 


Formosa: The villa and celebrated 
gardens of Gen. and Mme. Chiang 


will have opportunities to meet 
and talk with leading garden 
authorities in the countries vis- Hong Kong: Fall-flowering Bau- 
ited—horticulturists,gardeners, _hinias Silvery Looking-Glass 
teachers of flower arrange-  Trees...Landscaped terraces above 
ments, nurserymen, etc. Com- the world’s most beautiful harbor. 
The way to handle windburning on rose bine your enjoyment or gar- 
daphne is to cut off dead portions after dening with the pleasures of 
the weather has warmed up and buds travel! 
are about to break. Then feed plant and 
wait for new growth to appear. If, afte: 
pruning, the plant is unshapely, it may be 
necessary to do some more cutting to 
improve its appearance. Actually, the 
only way to deal with windburning is to 
prevent it. When the ground freezes in the 
early winter, cover plant with evergreen 


Kai-shek ... Lagoons of water lilies 
and lotus blossoms. 


What can be done to revive a rose 
daphne (Daphne cneorum) that has turned 
mostly brown as a result of windburn? 
Siam: The awe-inspiring gardens 
of the Royal Palace of show and 
story fame . . . Semi-tropical gar- 
dens of Bangkok. 

Hawaiian Islands: “Aloha Week” 
in flower-filled islands... Orchids 
in bloom ..Night-blooming Cereus 

Bougainvillea and Hibiscus. 


Departure Sept. 15th. Return Oct. 
29th. $3320 all-inclusive. Member- 
ship in tour strictly limited in num- 
ber. Write for complete itinerary. 


JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc. 


Dept. H5, 516 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 





branches, straw or other material. Rose 


HARRIS HOTEL w NEW YORK 


Hore. KNICKERBOCKER ~_ 
In the heart of TIMES SQUARE 
at 45th Street near BROADWAY 


Radio City, Fifth Avenue and the 
Great White Way at Your Door. 


400 fine rooms with bath and radio s4 


daphne is one evergreen which suffers 
especially from the effects of strong winds 
and bright winter sunshine, particularly 


where there is little or no snow 


What can I do to make my wisteria 


from 
bloom? It is healthy and luxuriant. © AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS 


® TELEVISION AVAILABLE Tel. JUdson 2-4200 | 
OTHER HARRIS HOTELS IN : "| 
ST. LOUIS CINCINNATI 
HOTEL DE SOTO HOTEL METROPOLE 
COLUMBUS, O. DETROIT 
HOTEL BROAD-LINCOLN HOTEL FORT WAYNE 


A wisteria vine that fails to bloom is a 
commonplace problem with gardeners 
everywhere. After all attempts, such as 
severe pruning and avoiding the additional 
use of nitrogen as a fertilizer, have failed, 
the next step is to try root pruning in order 
to weaken the plant sufficiently and thus 
shock it into bloom. For this there are two 
methods. One is to drive a spade, to a 
depth of 10 inches, around the trunk of 
the plant keeping within a radius of three 
feet, depending on the age of the vine. The 
second method is make a ditch, 15-18” 
deep, still keeping within the three-foot 
radius. When replacing the soil, add a 
handful of superphosphate or bonemeal to 
each bushel. Given this treatment, your 
wisteria may flower the following season or 
it may take two or three years. Or it may 
not bloom at all. If this is done now, the 
vine will have an opportunity to develop 
flower buds this summer for flowering next 
spring. Otherwise, root pruning can be 
tried anytime. 
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A chrysanthemum garden that can be enjoyed from indoors 


Chrysanthemums provide continuous bloom for many weeks 


Keeping VU; p-to-date With Chrysanthemums 


Mary C. Seckman, Clarksburg, West Virginia 


HRYSANTHEMUMS ARE BETTER than 
ever this year, according to re- 
ports from test gardens and 

breeders across the country. Test varie- 

marked improvements in 
in keeping with the 


better and 


ties show 
hybridization, 


trend for color 


natural 
form. However, selection is 


equally as important. Although the 


expert 


color and form may be satisfactory, the 
flowers may not be produced in suffi- 
cient quantity for the greatest effect. 

Introductions of Connecticut chry- 
santhemum specialists for this year 
show remarkable improvement in the 
larger flowered types which grow on 
compact plants. Roderick Cumming, 
successful breeder of this nursery, has 
listed two novelties of this type. 

Coppersmith, a rich bronze with 
flowers over three inches without dis- 
budding, bloomed in my garden Sep- 
tember 29, in spite of an extremely late 
season. When fully opened, the flowers 
were flushed copper. Fifteen inch 
plants had a twenty-two inch spread. 
Although the plants heavily 
loaded with large flowers, they with- 
stood high winds and driving rains that 
flattened those less rugged. 
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were 


Tuneful is a rich shade of rose with 
deeper center, much admired in the 
garden and one of the most appealing 
for cut flowers. Plants are equally 
stout and upright. 

A well known Pennsylvania nursery 
offers the Star series of cushion chry- 
santhemums. Star Bright, silvery amar- 
anth pink, is one of the most popular, 
while Maroon Star and Moonlight 
Star, pale yellow, are among the newer 
varieties. The breeder, Sidney B. Hut- 
ton, Jr., has other promising seedlings. 

A New Jersey nursery is introducing 
Davy Crockett, a new double decora- 


Specimen grown in tub 


tive in gay marigold orange. Omar S. 
Coles, Sr., the breeder, will be remem- 
bered for prize winning spoon chrysan- 
themums Wilma Lee, Grand Canyon, 
Remember Me and others. 

There are five new “‘Bird”’ chrysan- 
themums listed for 1956. E. S. Boerner, 
hybridist for a New York State nursery, 
continues to add to the list of large 
flowered garden chrysanthemums 
named for song birds. Giant Kingbird, 
larger flowered than the original 
Kingbird, is a rosy pink. Blooming from 
September until hard frost, its foliage 
is clean and luxuriant. Silver Thrush 
was a symphony of silver and delicate 
pink when it opened its pink buds in 
early October. The four inch flowers 
were borne on spreading plants with 
frosty stems among silvery, grey-green 
foliage. Macaw, a test plant for more 
than one year, has been winter hardy 
when many others perished. It is a 
strikingly vivid red orange. 

Titmouse, a four-inch lavender pink 
matures lavender. The golden -yellow 
blooms of Baltimore Oriole are flat 
with center incurved petals, and outer 
petals slightly curled. 

See page 292 
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California Beauty 
Pelargonium zonale 

ARDEN GERANIUMS are re- 

turning to favor with garden- 
ers all over the country. Their 
showy blooms, attractive foliage, 
ease of culture and the ever in- 
creasing number of varieties avail- 
able make them particularly ap- 
pealing. Where space is limited 
and summer color is needed, ger- 
aniums can be used to advantage. 
For successful flowering, they need 
an abundance of sun, a well 
drained soil and only ordinary 
care. Plant them in the open 
ground or use them in pots, tubs 
and boxes on a terrace or as large 
spectacular plants trained in tree 
fashion. Because they are seldom 
attacked by insects and produce 
sturdy, shapely plants with excep- 
tionally showy blooms, they are 
rapidly becoming America’s fav- 
orite flowers for small gardens. 


Lady Washington 
Pelargonium domesticum 

ADY WASHINGTON or Martha Washington 

geraniums, known botanically as Pel- 
argonium domesticum are easily recognized 
by their conspicuously blotched flowers and 
brilliant coloring. The pointed foliage of 
many kinds is another distinctive mark. In 
recent years, hybridizers, particularly on the 
west coast and in Europe, have developed 
many unusual varieties with exceptionally 
large blooms. Except for California where 
they are grown out of doors the year round, 
these spectacular plants are best adapted for 
use in containers on terraces and patios. They 
are also a great source of delight for home 
greenhouses and conservatories. Enthusiastic 
gardeners will find great delight in learning 
more about these fascinating plants by read- 
ing Helen K. Krauss’s recently published 
book ‘‘Geraniums for Home and Garden’”’. 





















IKE PLUMED SOLDIERS on parade, some 
garden geraniums (form of Pelar- 
gontum hortorum) hold their heads 


erect, while others, with longer stemmed 


flowers, appear to nod in_ greeting 
Whether bedded out in the open ground, 
lined along a walk or placed as sentinels 
in selected spots, the geranium is a beloved 


All suitable for 


gardens and that is why called 


plant everywhere. are 
they are 


garden geraniums 


Window and porch boxes often contain 


choice plants of various hues that blend 
with their surroundings. When planting 
geraniums in boxes, take them out of 


their pots and transfer them immediately 


in well prepared soil. In this way, roots 
will have room to spread, which in turn 
enables the plants to develop their tops 


Sinking potted plants into a box causes 


constriction of root growth. Then the 
gardener will find it necessary to watch his 
plants more carefully, for they will need 


regular feeding. 

Geraniums to most people are mostly 
salmon-pink and an 
occasional white. For I feel 
impelled to remark that geraniums seen 
in public parks and cemeteries are inex- 


scarlet, with some 


this reason, 


because they are produced by the 
Why kinds of 
produced 


pensive, 


thousands. can’t other 
wholesale and 


I am fully 


geraniums be 
thereby bring the costs down? 


aware of the problems of wholesale grow- 
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rayer Gardens 1h 1th yew Geraniums 


Helen K. Krauss — Author of Geraniums for Home and Garden 


that 
mass _ planting. 


ers, who must produce those 


But 
monotoned scarlet and 


rugged enough for 
must the 


the 


( ol rs be 


more or less the same salmon pink? 


I have no quarrel with Alphonse Ricard, 
which has been grown for nearly 60 years, 
S. A. Nutt 
and 


Camden Pride, 

All are 
not give 
Let them rest awhile and 
in the 


nor with Fiat, 


or Irvington Beauty sturdy 


floriferous, but why them a well 
earned vacation 
continue to sire as they have done 
past. 
different hues to replace them for a time 
If a thousand plants are needed, why not 
rather 


have 200 each of a different shade 


than a thousand of one color? 


Let us consider the possibilities of the 
following: Alexian Beauty, with rich vel- 
vety, dark red, long-stalked flowers; 


Wicked Lady, a newcomer, with wine-red 
blended gleaming flowers, 
cut 


Carlton 


desirable as a 
stems; 
pure red 
the old 
with the 


flower because of its long 
Glory, the best 
flowers produced to date; and 
Nuit Poitevine, 


with 


French cultivar, 
darkest red flowers of all. 

Madame Charles Pomaret has huge 
trusses of deep scarlet flowers. On the 
lighter side are such distinctive kinds as the 
rosy purple-flowered Marquis de Mont- 
mart; Mons. Emile David, with enormous 
clusters of purple-rose flowers; Masures 
Beauty (mistakenly called American 


Beauty), with American Beauty red flow- 





Z, 


are 


There are dozens of other varieties of 





with large clusters of 


and Mary Ellen, 


cerise flowers 


ers; 


Among the rose and pink-flowered 
subjects as 
Mrs. 


and 


raniums are such handsome 


the sturdy, 


Richard F. 


rose-colored 


Rose 


glowing, 


Gloede; Porcelain 


the blended Multicolor. Lighter in color 
are Barbara Hope, Gertrude Pearson, 
Mrs. Lawrence, Pink Hydrangea, with 
very long flower stalks, and the lovely 
long-stalked, soft pink Patricia Audette. 
A charming ribbon-like mosaic can be 


achieved by planting in a row Dryden 


with light red and white flowers. 


A symphony of apricot and 
analogous colors is particularly attractive 
near a brick background. Maxime 
Kovalevski has the brightest orange flow- 
ers in spite of nearing her 50th birthday. 
Golden Gate is still older and has brassy 
orange flowers. Lave and a contemporary, 
Nouvelle in tone. Tonal 
gradations can 
including some newer varieties, such as the 
light orange flowered Cuba; Glory, softer 
Indian Summer, with 


orange, 


red 


are softer 
further 


Aurore, 


be increased by 


in coloring; and 
mellow apricot-orange flowers. 

Salmon and related colors are well rep- 
resented within the group. Mrs. E. G. Hill 
still heads the salmon color class after 70 
The sturdy Suzanne 
flowers, has 


years of cultivation. 
Leepre, with salmon con- 
spicuously zoned leaves. More delicate in 
Lawrence and 


See page 288 


tone are the flowers of Mrs. 
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GER ANIUMS FOR HOME AND GARDEN e« by Helen K. Krauss 
194 Pages e 122 Varieties Illustrated e Nearly 1000 Varieties Described e $5.00 postpaid 


ere is a book devoted to the most adaptable of flowering plants for summer 


gardens and indoor use as well. 


The common 


garden types, the ivy-leaved 


forms, the showy Lady Washington varieties, those with scented leaves and many 
curious species are described. The history, 
control, hybridizing and home greenhouse culture of these universally loved plants 


are covered thoroughly and concisely. 


methods of growing, 


propagation, pest 


This volume will open an entire new field of 


adventure for thousands of amateur gardeners who want to pursue their hobby 
twelve months of the year. 


Sco neneudesidaiatipcenexresistiemneninineansipsarianamndivenmnasstatgenetitniagiiiiniaiiail 
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HORTICULTURE’S BOOK DEPARTMENT 
Enclosed is 0 Check 


Please send me......... .copies of GERANIUMS FOR HOME AND GARDEN, 


300 Mass. Avenue, Boston 15, Mass. 


$5.00 postpaid. 


a Ree Ce ee ee ee tn eee 









© Money Order 
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WATER LILY 
CATALOG 


Profusely illustrated in 
glowing colors .. . Tells 
how to build a lily pool 
. .. All about water lilies 
and fish 


Every home needs a pool. Here is 
a beautiful catalog that is virtually 
a water garden manual. Includes 
complete pool instructions 
Shows gold fish, many water lily 
varieties. Send now for your FREE 
copy to office nearest you (15 cents 
in Canada). 
Tricker Lilies are guaranteed to grow 


Wm. TRICKER, Inc. 


6503 Brookside Ave., Saddle River, N. J., or 
6528 Rainbow Terrace, independence, Ohio £ 











BURNS TRASH 
SAFELY OUTDOORS 


Burns damp, green, 

dry refuse outdoors 

safely. Ends fire haz- 

ards and  neighbor- 

annoying nuisance of 
Deluxe A—21'4" x 31” blowing burning paper 
and sooty ash. Scientific draft design minimizes 
smoke, smell—burns to fine ash. Simply tilt 
hood—load—ignite paper—close—forget. 
Sturdily made of rust-resistant aluminum 
bonded to steel. Over 150,000 satisfied users. 
Approved by Fire Depts. Standard 2 bushel 
model A sent disassembled, prepaid $13.95. 
Deluxe A with ash pan base and grate sent 
prepaid, assembled $22.95. For 3-bushel 
capacity add $4.00 to standard and deluxe 
prices. Money-back guarantee. 


ALSTO COMPANY 


Dept. H-5, 4007 Detroit Ave., Cleveland 13, Ohio 














POSEY BOARDS 


Hand-carved, dark wood bases for flower or 
ruit arrangements 

20” x 11 04.20 i a 
Set — idd $.50 West of Mi 
Found « at: Mrs. Robert Barton's Garden 
Shop, 75 Gr unite St., Foxboro, Mass 


Write for catalogue 


$3.50 
issippt 
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New Geraniums 


From page 28 

Peaches & Cream Natalie 
Webster, with shaded salmon-pink flowers, 
is of special interest because of the unusual 


The newer 


wine coloring in the leaves 
The best 
date include 
White and the 
Kuser and White 
have large rounded petals of pure white 
Madame Buchner, double 
flowers, is still favored by many 
an scarcely think of white gerani- 


white-flowered geraniums to 
double-flowered Gregersons 
Olivia 


which 


single-flowered 
Glory, both of 


with greenish 
white 

One « 
ums without visualizing those with red or 
These have a charm 


suggesting the 


pink petal margins 
of their own, freshness of 
early spring. La Fraicheur (mistakenly 
called Canadian Pink & White, 
was reintroduced by way of Canada) orig- 
inated in France about 1868. Not only is it 


but it enjoys the added distinc- 


because it 


distinctive, 
being the only double-flowered 


Single-flowered kinds 


tion of 
geranium of its class 
red-edged white 
with pink-edged 


‘armel, with 
Pink Snow, 


include ( 
petals, and 
white petals 

[here are many other plants within the 
P. hortorum group that are set apart because 
of distinctive individual characters. Among 
these are plants with fringed blooms, with 
flower clusters that resemble bouquets of 
half open roses and with flowers that have 


rolled or twisted petals 


Green and White Leaves 


Though most green and white and col- 


ored leaved geraniums are low growing 


and excellent subjects for the border, there 
are a few that grow to medium size. In re- 


medium tall geraniums with 


been introduced. 


cent years 
colored leaves have 
In our eastern climate, the pelargonium 


ol gardeners (P. domesticum) is essentially 
an ornamental potted plant for the sun- 
room or terrace. They do not flower 
throughout the summer and fall as garden 
geraniums do. This need not deter anyone 
from planting them in the open ground 
will continue to grow during 


Cuttings can be 


where they 
the summer months 
taken and rooted for growing into plants 
that will flower the following spring. The 
these woodier than 


garden geranium and, 


stems of plants are 
those of the 
fore, take 

Ihe flowers of these plants are different 


classes of pelargoniums. 


there- 
longer to root. 

from all other 
hey are larger and usually heavily painted 
as though colors were superimposed one 
upon the other. African Belle has the dark- 
est flowers, purple-black with red edges; 
Andenken an Carl Faiss has heliotrope 
flowers, with a violet-black eye on each 
Schone Illa is bright and gay, 
crimson and pink coloring; and Spring- 
looks like a red cheeked blushing 
bride. Perhaps the most popular plant is 
the dwarf Madame Layal, which grows to | 


See page 297 | 
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If the grass is always greener in the other fellow's 
yard he must be using our seed 


THE HOME OF BARTLETT GARDENS 


Village Green 


LAWN SEED 


Our many years as consultants to the finest 
New England estates and country clubs has 
helped us to develop a lawn seed mixture which 
will resist even the severest of New England 
winters. Our mixture is designed for permanent 
beauty and we proudly call it V illage Green. 

We have only one grade and it is the best that 
the Whitney Seed Company can grow for us. To 
insure the purity of the mixture The Whitney 
S Company mixes it to our exacting speci- 
fications. 

A lawn is no better than the mixture from 
which it sprang. 

o have the best —start with the best 
Start with VILLAG : GREEN 


Our own mixture sold in tons up to now 
Guaranteed Analysis 


SPECIAL MIX FOR NEW ENGLAND 


5 lb. bags $6.95 3 lb. bags $4.95 


Postpaid, No C.O.D 


Bartlett Gardens 


349 Essex Street * Hamilton, Mass. 








Complete and Up-to-Date 


GROUND 
COVER 


PLANTS 


By Donald Wyman 


Author of 
TreEES For AMERICAN GARDENS 
and 


Suruss & VINES For 
AMERICAN GARDENS 


Years of research at the Arnold 
Arboretum form the background 
of this book. Tested plants of 150 
species are described. Twenty lists 
indicate which plants are best suit- 
ed for sun, shade, wet or dry con- 
ditions, for flowering, or foliage 
effects and for other purposes and 
places where grass is inappropri- 
ate. 43 photos, 8 drawings. 


$4.75 at all bookstores or 


The Macmillan Company 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 
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Is the Grass Always Greener? 


From page 23 


be propagated vegetatively, given a 
cultivar name and sent out as a clone or 
‘*named variety.’ This is just as true 
of our azaleas as of rhododendrons. 
Perhaps one of the reasons why some 
of our good native species are without 
due honor in their own country is be- 
cause we see them growing wild under 
conditions of competition in which they 
cannot develop their best character. 


Then, too, there has been a cult of 


gardeners who seem to feel it their 
duty to copy nature in both design and 
culture. There were years when most 
growers felt that rhododendrons and 
azaleas needed no more fertilizer than 
a leafy mulch could provide. 

This notion, plus inadequate light 
and water, naturally result in the same 
sort of scrawny specimens that one 
finds in the wild. We now know that 
these, as well as many other wild 
plants, can well utilize food, light, 
water and good horticultural treat- 
ment. Actually, the slim azalea of the 
woodland can sometimes be made to 
be a lush dooryard shrub. 


Wild Azaleas Superb 


This suggests that design, too, has 
something to do with our ability to see 
the hidden virtues in some of our wild 
species. When planted in the manner of 
wildlings, we may fail to recognize 
them as superb garden flowers. 

In addition to the instances cited 
above in relation to azaleas and rhodo- 
dendrons, I can mention especially 
the use of the common staghorn sumac 
(Rhus typhina) in the formal gardens at 
Warwick Castle. Imagine my delight, 
too, at encountering in a shady but 
honored place in Windsor Great Park 
a little-used shrub that occurs wild in 
the woods on my farm in Broome 
County, New York — the hobble-bush 
(Viburnum alnifolium). The British have 
discovered what only a few of us have 
known. This nice-flowering bush will 
endure complete shade. Again, an 
American gets a new experience from 
familiar plant materials when he sees 
solid plantings of goldenrod in formal 
beds in the British parks, at the Peace 
Palace in Holland and reposing in 
florists’ windows in Paris. 

In all of our horticulture, we can and 
do utilize all sorts of foreign plants to 
our immense advantage. But along 
with these, let us not lose sight of the 
enduring horticultural values of our 
common and hardy things. 


May 1956 


Read this if Meyer 
Z-52 Zoysia Grass 
is new to you 


Developed by the U. S. 
Dept. of Agriculture and 
the U. S. Golf Assn. 
Green Section, Meyer 
Zoysia forms a lawn of 
firm, resilient turf that 
resists drought and ex- 
treme summer heat, goes 
for weeks without water- 
ing, grows in any soil 
from heaviest clay to 
lightest sand. When es- 
tablished, Meyer Zoysia 
turf is so dense that 
neither weeds nor crab- 
grasscan penetrate, needs 
trimming only every few 
weeks. 

Two-inch round plugs 
are planted with a simple 
garden tool in existing 
lawns or prepared areas, 
one to the square foot, 
and watered well the first 
few days. In less than 
two growing seasons 
Meyer Zoysia crowds out 
weeds and crabgrass, 
forms a sparkling green 
turf from which you can 
cut thousands of plugs 
for your remaining lawn. 
Meyer Zoysia resists 
heavy fraffic, withstands 
abuse and offers a cush- 
iony, protective surface 
for play areas, improves 
with age, is hardy in 
winter (30° below doesn’t 
faze it), green and vigor- 
ous all summer long. It 
concentrates its growth 
laterally instead of up- 
wards, builds an exten- 
sive root system that 
holds moisture, thrives 
over extended periods of 
dry weather. In winter, 
Meyer Zoysia turns 
golden brown, resumes 
green color and vigor in 
the spring. If preferred, 
overseeding with a cool 
season grass (i.e. rye, 
bluegrass) produces a 
green-the-year-around 
lawn. 


ATTENTION 


Garden Club Members 


25-minute color-and-sound 
film on Summit Hall Meyer 
2-52 Zoysia available for 
showing, without charge. 
Write for details, stating 
preferred showing date. 


@ GUARANTEED TO GROW* e So tough it chokes 
out crabgrass e Goes for weeks without water- 
ing @e Needs mowing only every few weeks 
Grows in any soil e Survives sub-zero winters 
Withstands abuse in play areas e Quickly, 
easily planted in 2’. round plugs e Needs less 
attention, gives more pride and pleasure than 
any other lawn grass known 

INCE 1949, when first samples of the research-improved 

Meyer Zoysia were released by the Agriculture Dept. 
Experimental Station in Beltsville, Md., Summit Hall has 
invested time and acreage propagating what Newsweek maga- 
zine calls a ‘Godsend in Grass.’’ You may have read about 
Summit Hall and its Meyer Zoysia in Newsweek, Look, 
Popular Gardening, Flower Grower, Horticulture, and the 
Associated Press. The century-old Maryland farm was fea- 
tured on the Arthur Godfrey television show, The Morning 
Show and Industry on Parade. 


Plug Your Way to a Beautiful Weed-free lawn 


a 























Plugs are packed like eggs for Step-on plugging teols sim- Simply place plugsinprepar- 


Protection and easy planting. plity hole cutting. ed holes ;press in with heel, 


If you’re in a hurry for a beautiful lawn, the greater the area 
you plug this season, the sooner you'll enjoy a weed-free, 
crabgrass-free, drought-resistant lawn. The remarkable 
spreading action of Meyer Zoysia, however, enables you to 
transplant thousands of plugs from your initial planting, and 
makes it possible to produce a full lawn of Meyer Zoysia for 
as little as $10. Contrast this with your annual purchases for 
ordinary lawn grass seed, fertilizer, soil enrichers, weed 
killers, insect repellents—to say nothing of the time and 
effort you save with Meyer Zoysia. Why not order your first 
guaranteed package today? 

Use coupon or write for name of nearest distributor. 
*GUARANTEE CARD, enclosed in every box of plugs, entitles you to 
replacement of any plugs which do not survive and thrive in your lawn. 

©1956, Summit Hall Turf Farm 
. -~ 


Summit Hall Turf Farm, Gaithersburg, Maryland 
Please rush following order of Meyer Z-52 Zoysia via Railway Express. 
Check or Money Order enclosed—!| will pay express charges on delivery. 


CT 100 2” round plugs $10 500 plugs with heavy-duty yo 


on plugging tool free $ 
300 plugs with cane-type step- 10 sq. ft. with heavy-duty 
on plugging tool free $30 


step-on plugging tool free..$50 
C] Plugging tool—cane-type $3 CT] Plugging tool—heavy-duty..$5 
Name 


Address 





“SPOT” KILLS WEEDS 


with Dow 2, 4-D Concentrate 


Dandelions, plantain, thistle, dock and 
other pesky weeds disappear. Each 
filling of Weed Wand kills more 
than 1,000 weeds. 

Lightly press Weed Wand to weed 
centers. Repeat treatment after 
one week to catch any weeds 
you may have missed. 

Protects preeious plants. Safe 

to use in flower beds. Kills 

only the weeds you touch. 

Will not harm soil or grass 

people or pets. 


ond 
Dow 2, 4-D 
Concentrote 
(enough for 
2 fillings) 





a 
LIMITED 
TIME 


SPECIAL 


3 Lge. Pkgs. 
Dow 2, 4-D 
Weed Killer 


(enough to cover 
overage lawn) 


Regular 
$3.00 Value 


NOW ONLY 


_... 
NO C. O. D.'S, PLEASE 





GRO-QUICK SALES 
DEPT. H-2 
10342 Lanark 
Detroit 24, Michigan 














Cully Wilson says: 


J wont moss 


seraniums will fit 
rewora you 
Why not 

ums 


Spring @ 


ZONAL 
GERANIUMS 


For Mass Plantings, Beds, Boxes, 
along Walks and Drives. 


Urns, 


Finest varieties, mostly 
Joubles, in Dork Red, 
Bright Red, Deep Pink, 
Salmon Pink, Light Pink, 
White. Plants 4’‘to 8°’ 
tall, will bloom soon 
Postpaid, sofe arrival 
guaranteed 


10 for *3 


50 for $12.50 


GERANIUMS 
Regal beauties with large 
velvety flowers 3°’-5’’ 
across. Reds, Pinks, Purple, 
White. Spring blooming 


Better order yours NOW. 
5 for ‘2 


Write for Free '56 Catalog! 


WILSON BROS. 


P.O. Box 300-E Roachdale, Indiana 
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Naturalistic Garden 


From page 266 


Chinese witch-hazel (Hama- 
melis mollis) and sourwood (Oxyden- 
drum arboreum) are trees that can be 
planted to add interest. 

Dwarf cypress, Irish yew, leucothoe, 
andromeda, mountain-laurel, dwarf 
euonymus, Japanese holly, azaleas, 
rhododendrons, blueberry, bayberry, 
red-vein enkianthus, bar- 
berry (Berberis verruculosa), potentillas, 
cotoneasters, boxwood, rhodora, wild 


evergreen 


roses, spicebush, clethra, and viburn- 
ums of various kinds comprise the 
shrubs in my garden. 

For the wild flowers to flourish, a 
source of constant moisture was pro- 
vided by a small bog at one end of the 
pool and a tiny brook that runs con- 
tinually from early spring until fall. 

The brook was constructed by hol- 
lowing out a shallow trench, which 
was lined with puddled clay from a 
river bottom. This made it possible to 
plant wild flowers along its edge, with 
no danger of being washed out by 
floods. This compensates, to a consid- 
erable degree, for the fact that the 
brook is not natural. The brook ends in 
a bed of yellow flag (Jrts pseudacorus) 
and Japanese iris, whose roots absorb 
any excess moisture. 


Plants for Boggy Areas 


A leaky wall built across one end of 
the pool provided a suitable bog area 
for pitcher-plants, meadow-beauty, 
cardinal-flower, creeping snowberry 
and wild calla planted in peaty soil. 
The surface of the little bog has become 
covered with sphagnum moss, thus 
affording congenial surroundings for 
the plants. Water-lilies do well in the 
pool with a few plants of arrowhead. 

Practically every wild plant brought 
into the garden since it was started, 
about 25 years ago, is still flourishing. 
Most natives, collected from areas 
where they grew abundantly, include 
bloodroot, snow-trillium, — bellwort, 
wake-robin, spring-beauty, yellow vio- 
let, yellow lady’s-slipper, dog’s-tooth- 
violet, blue cohosh, baneberry and 
many ferns. Dutchman’s-breeches does 
not grow without some lime in the soil. 

The soil consisted of rather heavy 
clay, poorly drained, moist for most of 
the year and moderately acid. The ac- 
cumulation of leafmold and compost 
over the years has greatly improved 
the soil structure and gives a peima- 


Ne ae | nent mulch. Trailing arbutus, bunch- 


berry and plants which require highly 
acid soil will not grow in this environ- 
ment, but have been made happy in a 
natural area elsewhere where pink 
lady’s-slippers are coming in on their 
own. 

Special appeal in my wild garden is 
created when flowers usually found in 
formal plots are effectively used in this 
naturalistic setting. The lungworts, 
Pulmonaria saccharata, the pink P. sac- 
charata Mrs. Moon and P. angustifolia, 
are among the earliest to bloom, fol- 
lowing Adonts vernalis, which flowers in 
early March with the snowdrops. 
Spring vetch (Lathyrus vernus) and Vir- 
ginia bluebells (Mertensia virginica) are 
at home among the bloodroots and 
other natives. The western erythroni- 
ums have become established. 

Although blue phlox (Phlox divari- 
cata) is a splendid plant, a more useful 
one, with blue flowers, is creeping 
phlox (P. stolonifera) which forms a 
perfect ground cover. Sweet woodruff 
is attractive for its flowers and foliage, 
though it spreads quickly. 


Use Ground Covers 

Ground covers are very important 
in the wild garden, where no areas 
should remain bare. They help to 
maintain humidity and protect the 
wild flowers from drying winds. Annual 
forget-me-nots take over every unoc- 
cupied bit of space. 

One of the most satisfactory plants 
for the shade is epimedium, with bar- 
berry-like flowers in yellow, white, red, 
buff and pinkish-lavender. Its com- 
pound leaves are very handsome, mak- 
ing it an attractive ground cover 
throughout the season. The dwarf Js 
cristata and I. gracilipes also are well 
suited to shady locations. 

Although the native wood anemone 
fails to bloom after transplanting to 
the garden, other anemones are de- 
lightful along the banks of the little 
brook in early spring. Among them are 
the yellow Anemone ranunculoides, the 
dark blue A. apennina, the pink A. 
blanda rosea and the lovely lavende 
A. nemorosa. The lesser celandine (Ra- 
nunculus ficaria), with bright yellow, 
shining petals, blooms with the ane- 
mones, but keep only a little. The 
small bulbous roots multiply insidi- 
ously, forming large mats which may 
be temporarily forgotten, because the 
foliage disappears soon after the flow- 
ers have faded. Lesser celandine will 
kill out choicer plants. 

The various primroses are all happy 
in this moist, shady environment. The 
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round heads of lavender or white ® , 

Primula denticulata come first, soon fol- World’s 

lowed by the bright P. rosea. Then Largest-Selling 
~ > , ,, ] ve § 2 v J 5 A - 

come P. acaulis, P. veri 5 P. vulgaris, F Weed Killer 
polyantha and the choice P. auricula. 


P. sieboldi alta is very beautiful, with its “ . 
umbels of large white flowers and AIRST with the kidd, tat LASTS 
distinctive leaves with scalloped edges. a (ae tge TTY ARR RUN warren _ 
It almost forms a ground cover, since it ae Sale int 7m %e 0 Nias 
increases by runners and by seed. 
In addition to the western erythroni- 
ums, the western camassias also do well 
in the garden. Other interesting spring 
bloomers are shortia, pasque-flower, 
Lenten rose (/elleborus orientalis), twin- 
leaf (Jeffersonia diphylla), celandine 
poppy (Stylophorum diphyllum), double 
bloodroot, dwarf bleeding-heart, espe- 
cially the white, European wild ginger 
and many of the conventional spring 
bulbs which form sheets of yellow and 
purple along the paths. English blue- 
bells (Scilla nutans) and narcissus W. P. 
Milner are special favorites. 
There are always ferns to keep the 
garden cool and shaded. Cardinal- 
flower, from the bog, sows itself in all 


sorts of places, some of the best plants For deep-down, permanent weed 
appearing in the driest parts of the rock killing, get the weed killer that 


garden in full sun. 


WEEDONE EASY WEED-AWAY SPRAYER 


| 
| 


pioneered the field. It costs no more! =—_ "5.2" “andard gat. or 4-21 jug 


Weedone—first, and still the best-known name in selec- 
The great blue lobelia (L. sephilitica) | tive chemical weed-killers—has many vital pluses. Not Make sure you buy WEEDONE 
ae is the fact - Weedone’s kill is sure, fast and —it has: 
% ; 4 asting—even on hard-to-kill “problem” weeds, That’s . .. the wonder-working chemi 
have to be pulled out from the edge of because of Weedone’s deep, penetrating action. _ —the butoxy ee 
the brook. Harebells come up every- Starting with the leaf, Weedone is absorbed into 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T 
every part of the plant, down to the tip of the tiniest ; 
rootlet. No part of the weed can resist it. Hence, no -+-the power to kill over 100 
and blossom up to frost. Meadow-rue, __ part remains alive to regrow. With Weedone, you kill weeds and woody plants, including 
rose-mallow, turtle-head, ironweed | weeds dead—and they stay dead! ER SUS SO, 
You can entrust the beauty care of your lawn to Japanese clover and brambles 
7 ae : Weedone with extra confidence. Let it show you—and ...Mothing to injure the grass 
the tall perennials. The Canada lily | your neighbors—a lawn that’s smoother, thicker, really ve 
ee mnt vet become catabiished. carpetlike. Banish those weeds all season long. Just “seman hag magne eaaey 
acini: dis hated Meelis alt them away with Weedone—First with the kill ee 
August, icate Towers O that Lasts. . . . Nothing to harm people or pets 


European cyclamen (Cyclamen euro- 

‘eerste 8-07. can $1 {-at. can $2.75 1-gal. can $6.75 
peaum) suddenly appear in shady nooks, 
followed by the Neapolitan cyclamen WEEDONE Infested with poison oak? Kill it with 
(C. neapolitanum), which lasts from cr Knock out your lawn’s ACP POISON OAK KILLER 
September to frost. This cyclamen CRAB (RAS worst enemy with i containing ANSTZOL. 

il ‘ Ps ae : | This wonderful new herbicide, con- 
makes broad clumps of intriguingly K|| FR WEEDONE taining ACP’s exclusive chemical for- 
marbled foliage, studded with qualities c0DAR CRAB GRASS KILLER = mula Amizol, is an absolute specific 

. ° ° ° \ i 
of pink or white flowers. It is a perfect containing SODAR for poison oak. 
treasure for a naturalistic garden. With — 
a. 4 [ee . Now—rid your lawn of ugly sprawling ms aces 
it appear the late gentians, belated exalp quate, ‘This ts tho tract eiieciive Wonder what’s “infecting” your flowers, 


lobelias, the dark blue leadwort | chemical yet developed for the controi of eg fruits, vegetables? Spray them with the new 
(Ceratostigma plumbaginoides), blue eupa- crab grass. Contains the powerful new ACP GARDEN DOCTOR 


. : discovery Sodar (disodium methylarson- : : 
torium, fall crocus and colchicums. ate). Kills quickly, surely and _per- ae 6 ee a. 
The colorful fall foliage of such 5} rr —y gree ghee Aer : a garden “penicillin”—controls prac- 
FO Ce) SAS Et Gece. Appuceion tically all common diseases and in- 


shrubs as enkianthus and blueberry | }8 &4S¥- Follow simple directions on can. sects on flowers, vegetables, fruits. 


and the bright fruits of cotoneaster, | 4-02. can $1.25 24b.can $6.75 8-oz. canister $1.49 1-Ib. canister $2.69 
dogwood, thorn and crab-apple end | 12-2. can $2.75 6-Ib. can $19.50 : 2'%4-Ib. canister $6.45 


the season with a gay note. After a kill- iaiiaeiaiiaiahdlil atiboNt 
. t Garden id 
ing frost has taken the last flowers, J mp ape Seeneonah Seaeh 


most of the wild garden is covered AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO., Ambler, Pa. + Niles, Calif. 


lightly with pine needles. This brings Pioneers in Chemical Gardening Aids » Originators of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers 





Harebells Everywhere 


and its white form are almost pests and 


where in crannies among the stones 


and turk’s-cap-lily are favorites among 











8-0z. canister $1.25 24-02. canister $3.35 


| WEEDONE | 
the plants safely through the winter. P.S. Ask your dealer for free copy of the fascinating booklet “Guide to Better Lawns and Gardens.” 
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New Chrysanthemums 
From page 284 


Oregon nurseries offer new chrysan- 
themums bred Dr. E. J. Kraus 
They are large flowered kinds which 
have resulted from crossing small early 
hardies with early large flowered Eng- 
lish chrysanthemums. One of the finest 
whites has been named Grace Brad- 
shaw. Mt. Hood is another white in- 
curve. Ruby Breithaupt, double cream 
white; Helen Bogue, double rose pur- 
ple; Ruth Scott, double bronze orange; 
Gregg Alden is a low growing, small 
tipped 
in 


by 


white pompon with petals 
lavender; Nancy Scott, 
growth and flower to the preceding, 


is lemon yellow with orange center. 


similar 


A Minnesota breeder noted for dis- 
criminating selections, is bringing out 
two fine pinks. Adorable is a double 
rose pink without trace of magenta and 
is in bloom in late September. Accord- 
ing to this breeder, Evelyn Deveney is 
the nearest to shell pink of any of his 
selections. Of particular interest for cut 
flowers are the two golden bronze se- 
lections, Bronze Giant and Companion 
rhe latter is especially noteworthy in 


r 





LAWN GRASS 
DEVELOPMENT Co. 
One of America's pioneer pro- 
ducers of Meyer Z-52 Zoysia. 
Nursery established in 1948, with 
planting stock obtained directly 
from U.S. Department of Agri- 


culture. 





Ss 





You can end crabgrass and burned out 
lawns permanently by setting out Meyer 
Z-52 Zoysia. For Meyer Z-52 Zoysia 
flourishes in hottest weather, will show 
no signs of browning during long 
periods of sustained high temperatures. 
And the extensive root system allows it 
to go as long as 6 or 7 weeks without 
rain or watering. The turf is so dense 


that it produces perfect flowers even in 
hot weather. 

Indian Red, an unusual rust shade, 
has unopened petals whorled in the 
center. Purple Waters has had plenty of 
advance publicity because of its deep 
unfading purple coloring which has 
not been too plentiful in good chrysan- 
themums. Two foot plants are a mass 
of two inch flowers in late September. 
A ‘‘beetroot” purple spoon with yellow 
center, called Purple Spoon, adds an- 
other good spoon to the list. 

Chen there are new De Petris hybrid 
chrysanthemums to add to an already 
distinguished number. There are two 
Morocco is a red 
Benora, 


dwarf cushions; 


bronze midseason cushion; 
with somewhat smaller flowers, starts 
to bloom September 20. Five October 
flowering decoratives have exception- 
ally large blooms. Caprice is apricot 
flowering 


Gladiator, a free 


red; Michigan, clear 


bronze; 
orange yellow: 


Arlora, 


For many the 
Nebraska has conducted an extensive 
breeding program for chrysanthe- 
mums. Hundreds of thousands of seed- 


bright lemon. 


years University of 


lings have been grown under the able 


End Crabgrass and Drought 


Problems Permanently 


direction of Glenn Viehmeyer. Only 
a few of those grown and appraised 
have met the rigid standards of excel- 
lence. The few have been carried over 
for further testing under a variety of 
climatic conditions, then if worthy a 
limited number are chosen for intro- 
duction. Stock is sent to a number of 
nurserymen for propagation and sale. 
Che latest introductions from Nebraska 
are North Platte, an early large flow- 
ered yellow flushed orange and Kiowa, 
wind resistant plants with orange red 
flowers which will withstand frost. 


Several recent introductions from 
England have been added to the list of 
an Ohio nursery, as well as a few well 
tested sorts which have become popu- 
lar. Superlative is a very large white, 
incurve form, which 
blooms in September. Effective is 
golden amber with a lighter gold re- 
verse to its petals. Brighton Yellow is 
early flowering, a brilliant yellow; 
Ancaster Peach has pointed petals simi- 
lar the flowered 
chrysanthemums. A good 
garden variety with pink flowers is 
called Film Star. Glen Star is purple 
with red lights. 


PLANT 


slightly as to 


to those of cactus 


midseason 


MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA 
LAWN GRASS 


Have a Luxurious, Rich Green Summer Lawn 
that Crabgrass Can’t Ruin, that Can 
Go For Weeks Without Rain or Watering 


that crabgrass and summer weeds do 
not come through. Grows slowly, so re- 
quires much less mowing and attention. 
Loses color after heavy frost, regains it 
in the Spring. Grows well in even the 
poorest soil or sand. 

Meyer Z-52 Zoysia comes to you as 
prime turf and is set out as small plugs. 
In an old lawn it crowds out all present 


grass as it spreads, takes two or more 
growing seasons to cover fully. Spread- 
ing is much faster in newly prepared 
ground. Stands extremes of heat and 
cold, is now growing successfully as far 
north as Buffalo, N. Y., and Cleveland, 
Ohio. A Meyer Z-52 Zoysia lawn is 


permanent, it does not require renewal. 





, | 
Meyer Z-52 Zoysia is easily 
planted with your regular 
garden tools. However our 
quick cutting STEP-ON PLUG- 
GING TOOL makes it even 
faster and more simple. 


GUARANTEE 


All shipments from Lawn Grass Devel- 
opment Co. are guaranteed to be 
prime, true Meyer Z-52 Zoysia. Will 
arrive in perfect condition and will 
grow. Any which fails to grow when 
planted as directed will be replaced. 


iN 
Ny 








ORDER NOW for delivery at 
earliest planting time, about 
MAY ist, or write for full in- 
formation. 

Please send check, we do not ship 
C.0.D. We pay postage. 


Simple planting instructions furnished 


$4.98 Package makes 50 plugs 
$11.95 Package makes 100 
plugs (with Plugger) 
$24.98 Package makes 300 
plugs (with Plugger FREE) 
$49.98 Package makes 650 
plugs (with Plugger FREE) 
As it spreads you can cut your 
own plugs for additional areas. 


Buy from authorized distributors or directly from: 


LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT CoO. 


Dept. M-122 


Vienna, Virginia 
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Introductions from a California 
nursery will be unusually appealing to 
growers whose hobby includes the 
large flowered exhibition types as well 
as graceful spiders, quills and threads. 
All of these may be grown outdoors, 
usually under cloth houses or tempor- 
ary protection of some sort, and are 
produced by “‘stopping”’ and ‘‘disbud- 
ding” to produce one very large flower 
to a stem. Pale Moon, a tremendous 
new white incurve exhibition with 


Coppersmith, a rich bronze 


creamy tints, was one of the high lights 
of a West Coast fall show. The Swan, 
a pure white exhibition variety with 
drooping petals, is early flowering. 
Sunshine is a large ball shaped yellow. 
Top Flight, also fine, is considered 
tops in the spidery class. Sierra has 
thin, dainty petals which are straight 
with fish hook tips. The chartreuse 
center is unusual. 
Spider Varieties 

Belair is an orchid spider with petals 
of different lengths. Woodwind, red 
bronze, has fine petals hooked at the 


ends. Unique coloring sets Frontier | 


apart. It is a large spider in shades of 
old gold bronze. Hit Parade is a Jap- 
anese exhibition in deep red with gold 
reverse. It is of specific interest to out- 
door growers as it blooms October 5. 
Spring Mist has numerous petals only 
one-eighth inch wide in a good shade 
of orchid with spoon tipped curls of 
darker shade. Its center is made up of a 
mass of shorter petals. Disbudded, the 
blooms may measure as much as nine 
inches across. 

The novelties of 1956 offer such a 
wide range of all sizes, types and colors 
in chrysanthemums that choice seems 
almost unlimited. Since the demand 
for good varieties is ever increasing, it 
is thought that many of these fine new 
comers will be found blooming this fall 
in gardens from coast to coast. 
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mA GARDEN MARKERS +0" 


an o 12G y 
te zie Galvanized Steel 12 osse°s 


Nome Plates 
NINE DIFFERENT STYLES 


| We prepay east of Miss. River—10% extra west 


A—12-in. hair pin type. 20 for $1.00—100 for $3.80 
B—7-in. plant label... . 100 for $1.00—500 for $4.00 
C—10-in. Garden Mkr.. 18 for $1.00—100 for $4.00 
D—3.-in. Swing label... 25 for $1.00—100 for $2.80 
E—11'%-in. Rose Marker 15 for $1.00—100 for $5.00 
F—20” Double Wire... 12 for $1.00—100 for $7.50 
G—21” Single wire.... 25 for $1.50—100 for $5.50 
H—8.-in. Pot Label 30 for $1.00—100 for $2.50 
jJ—A4-in. for Afr. Violets. 100 for $.80—1000 for $5.00 
TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers and labels 


we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, E, H, and 25 B, together with a 
weatherproof pencil all for $1.00. 


EVERLASTING LABEL CO. - Box 493 - PAW PAW, MICHIGAN 


puMl-Soll 


GIVES YOU 


More Beautiful 





fa 
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Flowers and Shrubs” 


It's so easy—just bury ‘FUMI-SOIL’ 
capsules in your seed bed or near the 
roots of perennial plants. Soil moisture 
releases ethylene dibromide (a power- 
ful soil fumigant) which kills under- 
ground pests that attack and weaken 
the root systems of your flowers, orna- 
mental shrubs and vegetables. Foliage 
sprays can’t reach these pests. 

That's why ‘FUMI-SOIL’ gives you 
more beautiful flowers, shrubs — and 
delicious vegetables. It kills under- 
ground pests such as Nematodes, Wire- 
worms, Ants, Grubs, Garden Centi- 
pedes and rids your soil of Landcrabs 
and Moles. 

‘FUMI-SOIL’ users are amazed by 
the almost unbelievable results — one 
user writes: “I Fumi-Soiled my rose 
bed. Never in all the years before have 
my roses bloomed so beautifully!” * 

Act now—spring and early summer 
are best for ‘FUMI-SOIL’. See your 
dealer or return the coupon to us. 
*Name and address furnished on request. 
PATENTED. Only ‘FUMI-SOIL’ gives you 
ethylene dibromide in safe, easy-to-use 
capsules. 


a 


KILL SOIL PESTS 


ANTS - CENTIPEDES - GRUS 
NEMATODES - wiREWORMS 


Street 


COOH EEHHEEEHESEEHEEHEHEHE EH EEEEEES 
SHERMAN LABORATORIES 
Agricultural Division [J] COD Parcel Post 
5031 Grandy, Detroit 11, Mich. Collect 


Name_ 


City 


Rush following Fumi-Soil Capsules 
> Pkg. Size Price Each 
24 $1.45 


No. of pkgs 


SOLD ON A MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


° Ser tee 
yi; 


7 


Root-knot nematode — microscopic under- 
ground killer of plants magnified 100 times. 


(-) Parcel Post Prepaid 





| 
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Stote 





100 3.95 Actual Size 
200 6.95 — Fumi-Soil 


Capsule 


@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeee 
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HOW TO GROW 


Beautiful 
Flowers, 


BETTER 


Vegetables 








LAWN »» GARDEN 
CYANAMID 


FOR PREPARING FLOWER 
AND VEGETABLE BEDS 


Here’s the new way to speed and 
improve plant growth: Spread 
Cyanamid over the bed to be 
planted covering leaves, grass 
clippings, old stalks, etc. When 
spaded under, Cyanamid quickly 
rots down this old refuse into rich 
humus, Then it supplies nitrogen 
to steadily feed the plants 
throughout the entire growing 
season. And also provides plenty 
of lime to sweeten the soil. Result 
—‘“professional” blooms and vege- 
tables, obtainable in no other way. 

Cyanamid works the same way 
in building new lawns, making 
compost. Easily applied—see sim- 
ple directions on each bag. 10, 25 
and 50 Ib. sizes. 


AT YOUR NURSERY OR 
GARDEN SUPPLY DEALER 


AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY 
New York 20, New York 
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Hardy Asters for Fall 
From page 259 


season starts in late August or early 
September. Mid-season varieties flower 
towards the middle of September, 
with the late continuing into early 
October. 


Traditionally most Michaelmas dai- 
sies are grouped as novae-angliae and 
The are 
narrow ray 


former 
florets 


novi-belgi types. 
known for their 
and the manner in which the bracts 
of the involucre are oriented upward, 
giving a somewhat fuzzy appearance 
to the inflorescence, especially before 
and as the flowers are opening. The 
foliage is hairy and lacks the distinc- 
tive smooth appearance characteristic 
of the other main group. 

Those who have grown Michaelmas 
daisies for years will remember three 
of the older New England varieties - 
Barr’s Pink, deep rose slightly dulled 
with purple, Harrington’s Pink, bright 
clear pink, and Ryecroft Purple. All 
feet or more in height. 
Two newer additions the 
strong growing Survivor, a tall bright 
pink and the latest to flower, and 
Incomparabilis, an intense fuchsia-red 
variety, which flowers in mid-season 
and reaches 30-36’. Flower diameter 
in this group ranges between 144 to 


114”. 


Most of the outstanding 
varieties have Aster novi-belgi ancestry. 
Here are included the choice cushion 
types, 12 to 15” tall and 24 or more 
Outstanding are four 
early-flowering varieties, especially 
useful for front border positions, with 
abundant flowers that measure 114 


reach three 


include 


garden 
wide. 


inches 


inches in diameter. 


Pacific Amaranth takes first place, 
with irregular rich purple masses of 
bloom that smother plants. Of the four, 
it is the least susceptible to mildew. 
Pacific Horizon develops a similar 
habit, but the light blue flowers are 
not so long lasting. Princess Margaret 
Rose, a rose counterpart, dulled some- 
what with purple, always makes a 
good showing, while Purple Feather 
is another handsome purple-flowered 
cushion type which is greatly admired. 
Now being watched with interest are 
the Twinkle and the prostrate 
blue-violet Violet Carpet. 


rose 


are a 
These 
foot in height, 
‘ and others less 


the intermediates 
delightful varieties. 
two 


Among 
series of 
average about 
though some grow 30’ 
than 18” tall. In this group are the 
mid-season like the lovely 
blue-violet Eventide, an English vari- 
ety, an aristocrat among hardy asters, 
134 inch flowers, 


varieties, 


with semi-double, 
carried in great abundance. 

Eventide is tending to replace Vio- 
letta, which was the best in this color 
class, though taller and bushier. An- 
other relatively newcomer from Eng- 
land, Janet McMullen, is a_ close 
second. It the 
showiest flowers of any variety in our 
collection, with abundant clear pink 
flowers that are up to 2!” across. 
Stems, not sufficiently strong to sup- 
port the heavy blooms, require staking. 


boasts largest and 


Red asters have their admirers, and 
in the intermediate group three varie- 
ties are recommended, all having 
rather small flowers, 114’ in diameter, 
appearing in great profusion. All have 
the same small leaves which frequently 
mildew badly. Beechwood Challenger 
is the old standby, but Beechwood 


Dwarf, spreading hardy asters are useful in borders and rock gardens 
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Beacon is brighter. Winston Churchill 
is the reddest, but there has been some 


difficulty in wintering it here. Further 


trial is needed before stating that it is 
less hardy than others. 

Medium-sized English varieties in- 
clude Prosperity, Peace and Plenty. 
Prosperity is the best performer, a 
much-branched, bushy kind, with 
small 114-inch flowers of a_ bright 
pink. It is also good for cutting 
Peace has large two-inch, semi-double 
lavender flowers and Plenty, though 
similar, is more desirable for its large 
medium blue flowers 

White Michaelmas daisies are useful 
in the garden, especially when used 
as a foil for a variety like Eventide 
Many whites, like Perry’s White and 
White Ladies, show a distinct purple 
discoloration in the center as _ the 
anthers mature, which detracts from 
the purity of the blooms. Arctic proved 
to be the best white in this group of 
intermediates, with pure white florets, 
134”’ across, that have yellow centers. 

Among the tallest in the group is 
the late-flowering white Mt. Everest 
and the old favorite light blue Climax, 
which mildews badly, yet plays its 
part with Survivor at the end of the 
season. 

Gardeners often wonder if it is worth 
giving space all season to plants which 
flower for a few weeks in September. 
The answer is that a healthy Michael- 
mas daisy is as attractive in mid- 
summer as most plants coming into 
bloom or as many perennials which 
have finished flowering. In addition, 
they fill the gap before chrysanthe- 
mums and are there to greet you when 
you return from your late summer 


vacation. 
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Look for 
this tag 
on the 

sprayer 
you buy! 


Hayes Garden Sprayers 
For insecticides, fungi- 
cides, leaf feeding. Avail- 
able in 1%, 3, 4, 6, and 
12 gal. capacities. NEW 
Mapes-l Ette 1% gal. 
sprayer for small gar- 
dens. 5 








You get quick, professional results when you 
use a Hayes garden hose sprayer and the 
modern-day chemicals that are scientifically 
formulated to destroy garden and lawn pests. 


You will see the immediate effect you expect 
and pay for, from your favorite spray 
material when you use a Hayes... because 
the Hayes has been tested aol approved by 
leading manufacturers of garden chemicals 
for use with their products... 


including these well-known 
nationally-advertised BRANDS 
ACME ORTHO BLACK LEAF 
BONIDE NORTHRUP KING PRATT 
CARAC CHLORDANE CRAG 
PMAS END-0-WEED GRO-STUFF 
FOLIUM INSTANT VIGORO WEEDONE 





Hayes Lawn Sprayers 
MODELS FOR For mass spraying of 
EVERY SPRAYING NEED! lawn moth solutions, 
AT YOUR wood bites, vobqunes 
illers, herbicides, liqui 
NURSERY AND and soluble fertilizers. 
HARDWARE DEALER Available in 3 models. 


: HAYES SPRAY GUN COMPANY 
ee World's Largest Manufacturer of Garden Hose Sprayers 
1 66 98 N. San Gabriel Blvd., Pasadena 8, California 








THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 


Horticultural Hall 
Boston, Massachusetts 


127th Annual Meeting 
HORTICULTURAL HALL 
May 7 3 P.M. 
OPEN TO MEMBERS ONLY 


* 
Annual Daffodil Show 
May 7 and 8 


2 p.m. to 9 P.M. Monday 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday 


ADMISSION FREE 


* 
TULIP SHOW 
May 17 and 18 


2 p.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday 
ADMISSION FREE 


* 
Saturday, May 19 


10 a.m. Annual Field Trip to the 
Arnold Arboretum. Members meet at 
Administration Building for guided 
tour, under the direction of Dr. 
Richard Haward and members of the 
Arboretum staff — open to members 
and their friends. 

















MICHIGAN 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


1956 ANNUAL MEETING 
Saturday, May 19, at University 
of Michigan Union, Ann Arbor 





PROGRAM Theme “Plantations” 


10:00 a.m. Introduction of officers and 
University sponsors (Dept. of Botany and 
Botanic Garden; Dept. of Forestry, School 
of Natural Resources; Dept. of Landscape 
Architecture, College of Architecture and 
Design). 

11:00 a.m. Annual Business Meeting. 
12:30 Annual Luncheon, Awards and 
Citations, “A New Program for the So- 
ciety” presented by the Trustees. 

2:00 p.m. Field Trips by University Bus. 
4:30 p.m. Tea at the James Inglis Gardens. 
The price of the Luncheon is $2.50. 
Reservations must be made (with check to 
cover) by May 15, to Micnican Horti- 
CULTURAL Society, The White House, 
Belle Isle, Detroit 7. 





1956 Garden Pilgrimages, sponsored _by | De- 
troit Garden Center. 

Tour 1 May 12-13, Grosse Pointe Gardens. 

Tour 2 May 19-20, Birmingham and Bloom- 
field Hills. 

Tour 3 May 26 27, Croase lle and lrenton, 

Tour 4 June 9-10, Northwest Detroit and 
Dearborn. 


For further information, write 
Detroit Garden Center, The White 
House, Belle Isle, Detroit 7, or phone 
LOrain 7-8580. 








Clippings from 


CLUBS and 
SOCIETIES 


Bailey Memorial Fund 

In honor of the late Liberty Hyde 
Bailey, a living Memorial Fund of $500,- 
000 is now being established in his memory. 
It will serve as an endowment for the vari- 
ous activities at the Bailey Hortorium at 
Cornell Univ., Ithaca, N. Y., including the 
expansion of “Baileya” and the publica- 
tion of “Hortus III’ and the new “Bailey’s 
Cyclopedia of Horticulture”. Checks may 
be sent to the Bailey Hortorium. 


Eisenhower Museum Garden 
This spring 42,500 bulbs of crocus, 
daffodils and tulips are blooming on the 


five acres of land adjoining the Eisenhower 
Home and Museum at Abilene, Kan. 
These were the gift of John Res of Sassen- 
heim, Holland, who will send 10,000 addi- 
tional bulbs next fall. Also on the grounds 
of the Museum is a rose garden of over 
800 varieties, planted under the direction 
of H. L. Erdman of the Hershey Estates 
and the Landscaping Committee. 


Holden Arboretum Expands 

The Holden Arboretum at Mentor, 
Ohio, has recently purchased the 543-acre 
estate of the late Arthur D. Baldwin. The 
combined acreage of 1,100 makes this one 
of the largest arboretums in the country. 





Mr. J. Lippon Pennock, JR., President 


Events 

May 16th and 17th, in the Rooms 
of the Society, the Arthur Hoyt Scott 
Horticultural Foundation of Swarth- 
more College will stage an exhibit of 
named varieties of peonies from its 
famous collection. Many of the original 
plants were brought from the Orient 
by Mrs. Scott. 

May 12th and 26th. One of the 
most popular activities of the Society 
is the Garden Visits, free to members 
Hundreds of our members take ad- 
vantage of the privilege of seeing 
beautiful private gardens which are 
open through the courtesy of friends 


of the Sox ety 


Awards 


On March 13th, at the annual 
Spring Luncheon, the Society gave 
its Award of Merit to Mr. and Mrs. 
James Bush-Brown “for their out- 
standing contribution to horticulture 
through their many years of service 
at the Pennsylvania School of Horti- 
culture for Women at Ambler. By 
their teaching and writing they have 
stimulated the love of horticulture 
and increased the appreciation of 
garden design.” 





The Pennsylt ania Horticultural § ociety 


389 Suburban Station Building, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Mrs. E. Pace ALLINSON, Secretary 


‘part of the citation, which lists many 


Mr. Georce R. CLARK, 77reasurer 


On the same occasion, the Society 
also presented its Award of Merit to 
Dr. S. Lehman Nyce “for horticul- 
tural excellence in the culture of 
camellias. Dr. Nyce is well known for 
his notable exhibits in shows from 
Massachusetts to Georgia. In January 
1956, he received the ‘Best Flower of 
the Show’ award in the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society’s Camellia Show 
in Boston.” 


Honorary Degree 


Mrs. J. Norman Henry, a member 
of the Executive Council of the So- 
ciety, recently received another recog- 
nition of distinction. The University of 
Pennsylvania awarded her the hon- 
orary degree of Master of Science. A 


of Mrs. Henry’s outstanding achieve- 
ments, reads as follows: “. . . al- 
though lacking the advantages of 
formal training in scientific method- 
ology, you have made a series of 
remarkable contributions to man’s 
knowledge in botany, horticulture, 
and geography. . Thus you have 
proved specious the belief that an 

and the grandmother of 
-can no longer make con- 


amateur 
twelve 
tributions to science.” 
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Dr. Walter Lammerts, rose hybridizer, new National Rose Trophy and Samuel 
McGredy, Irish rosarian, will hold the spotlight at American Rose Convention. 


American Rose Society Convention in Portland 


The Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Rose Society will be held June 6-8 at 
the Multnomah Hotel, Portland, Ore., 
during the famous Rose Festival Week. 
Among the internationally known rosarians 
who will speak will be Harry Wheatcroft 


New Jersey Flower Show 

The Garden Club of New Jersey will 
hold its 8th State Flower Show 
at its Headquarters, 369 Park Ave., 
Orange, May 15-17. The theme, “Open 
House’’, will feature a different schedule 
each day, keyed to Tradition — Transition 
— Today and Tomorrow. A different near- 
by garden will be opened to visitors each 


Garden 


day. 





The 
PENNSYLVANIA 
HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 


Welcomes to membership 
all who are interested in 


gardening 


Among the many privileges 
of membership: Free visits to 
beautiful private gardens; 


Consultation on horticultural 


problems; Subscription to 


HorTICULTURE. 
© 


$5.00 
$100.00 


Annual dues - 
Life Membership 
© 


389 Suburban Station Bldg. 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Telephone: Rittenhouse 6-8352 








of England and Samuel McGredy of Ire- 
land. Dr. Walter Lammerts, who de- 
veloped the rose Queen Elizabeth, will 
speak on “‘The Role of the Grandiflora’’. 
For information write: Mrs. Nat Schoen, 
3815 Wauna Vista Dr., Vancouver, Wash. 


Garden Clubs of Virginia 

[he Hotel Chamberlain at Old Point 
Comfort, Va., will be the headquarters of 
the Annual Convention of the Virginia 
Federation of Garden Clubs on May 8-9. 
‘““A Purpose Equally Shared” is the theme 
of the meeting, and the speaker for the 
formal dinner will be Dr. Paul Sanders, 
Editor of ‘““The Southern Planter’. For 
information write: Mrs. H. T. Crittenden, 
909 East 26th St., Norfolk, Va. 


Mass. Horticultural Society 
Arboretum Field Trip 


The Annual Field Trip to the Arnold 
Arboretum at Jamaica Plain for members 
and friends of the Massachusetts Horticul- 
tural Society has been scheduled for Satur- 
day morning, May 19, 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Increased interest in this annual event has 
made it necessary to use sightseeing buses 
instead of private cars for easy access. Each 
bus will be guided by a staff member of the 
Arboretum, and a nominal fee of 50 cents 
will be charged. The group will meet in 
front of the Administration Building at 
10 A.M. 





Daffodil, Tulip, Iris Shows 
Mass. Horticultural Society 

Shows of the Massachusetts Horti- 
cultural Society for May and early 
June include the Daffodil Show, May 

8, the Tulip Show, May 17-18, 
and the Iris Show, June 7-8. All will 
be staged at Horticultural Hall, Bos- 
ton, and are free to the public. The 
hours on the opening day of each 
Show are 2-9 p.m., and on the second 
day, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. The Iris Show 
will again be staged in cooperation 
with the New England Branch of the 
American Iris Society. 











May 1956 


New Geraniums 
From page 288 


a foot or more tall and produces quantities 
of small pansy-like flowers. 

A good time to obtain cuttings of gar- 
den geraniums is when the plants are being 
shaped. Cuttings may be from three to six 
inches long, and they should be cut with a 
clean, sharp knife just node. 
Leaves should not be 
those at the base of the cutting, which is 
then inserted so that the bottom node is 
below the soil level. 

Rooting mediums vary according to the 
preferences of growers. The most usual is 


below a 


removed except 


clean, sharp, coarse sand in flats, pans or 
benches. A mixture of sand and 
also used. Garden loam is also satisfactory, 


peat is 


and in this case the cuttings continue to 
grow, avoiding the need for transplanting 
when the roots are a half inch long 

If cuttings are taken early in the season, 
they can be rooted outdoors in a previously 
prepared flower bed in which other kinds 
of plants are being grown. I have often 
made cuttings and planted them in the 
shade of the geranium from which they 
were taken. The soil in the flower bed 
had been well prepared in early spring 
and contained ample humus and barnyard 
manure. No chemical fertilizers were in- 
cluded. These plants grew to considerable 
size and were not disturbed unless they 
grew too close to the parent plant and 


were too shaded. 


Use Superphosphate 


Assuming that available garden loam 
contains humus and is not too light in 
texture, it is good for growing the two 
groups of geraniums under discussion. 
When potting the plants for winter indoors, 
mix a generous pinch of superphosphate 
with the soil, needed for each four-inch 
pot. No further feeding will be necessary 
until the plant becomes potbound and is 
nearing the flowering stage. It is unwise 
to transplant a geranium at this stage, so 
that feeding at regular intervals is re- 
quired. A generous pinch of superphos- 
phate to a four-inch pot about every four 
weeks is sufficient. The soil should not be 
dry and it should be watered in. 

If a geranium has been grown in the 
same soil for a long period and the nutri- 
ents have been used up by the plant, a well 
balanced chemical fertilizer is needed. A 
formula of 4-10-4 or 4-10-6 is recom- 
mended. 

In our area where we have an abundance 
of deciduous trees, we compost the fallen 
leaves and other organic materials, includ- 
ing well-rotted barnyard manure. There 
is sufficient nitrogen in this material so 
that additional amounts need not be 
added in the initial preparation of soil, 
contrary opinion notwithstanding. Only 
when the soil has become depleted, is it 
necessary to use nitrogen with phosphates 
and potash. 
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DON’T GAMBLE 
WITH YOUR 


GET BEST RESULTS 
WITH BACTI-VATED® 


MICHIGAN 
PEAT 


Top-dress old lawns, rebuild new 
ones with Bacti-Vated MICHIGAN 
PEAT. They'll grow richer, greener 
than ever! MICHIGAN PEAT is 98% 
organic...improves all soils. And 
it’s ready to use...saves time and 
work. Use MICHIGAN PEAT on 
shrubs, flowers, house plants, too 
...it’s best for everything you 
grow! In bags... never baled. At 
fine garden supply dealers every- 
where. Try it today! 

MICHIGAN PEAT, INC., N. ¥., N. Y. 


: iT IRIS 
GIAN ‘ 
IN NATURAL COLOR 
Tall Bearded, Japanese (NEW MARHIGO STRAIN), 


Siberian, Dutch and Dwarf varieties illustrated in 
true to life colors 


FRE Beautiful colored brochure 
over 50 outstanding varieties 


be sent free on request. WRITE NOW 


is limited 


Vdd are fuaradas 


BOX 38-H BORING, OREGON 


Catalog value $2 or more) 
LABELED AND POSTPAID 
Selected from the best award 
winning varieties. You will 
want more when you receive 
our excellent plants. Order 
TODAY while many won 
derful kinds are available 
CATALOG included free 


with order 





showing you 
of IRIS will 


our quantit 


Iris Catalog 10¢ — Over 50 color plates 
plus descriptions from one of Ameri- 
ca’s most complete Iris collections 


Box I9-H Boulder, Colorado 
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Sketch of proposed garden for the blind, designed by Haroid Klopp of Palatine, Illinois. 
The recreation area will contain many kinds of fragrant herbs in raised beds. 


Fragrance Garden for the Blind 


FRAGRANCE garden for the blind, which 
A’ will be the largest of its kind in the 
world when completed, is being planned 
by the Women’s Board of the Chicago 
Horticultural Society. Designed by Mr. 
Harold Klopp of Palatine, Illinois, the 
plan incorporates a number of unusual 
ideas which were developed after a study 
of existing gardens of this type. 

Located at the Chicago Lighthouse for 
the Blind, it will adjoin the world’s largest 
training school for newly-blinded patients 
who are being taught how to live with their 
handicap. Horticultural therapy is being 
planned as part of the training program. 

The entire garden covers one and a half 
acres. There will be the usual raised sec- 
tions planted with fragrant herbs which 
the blind can feel and smell. In addition, 
there will be large recreation areas designed 
for those without sight. 

These include special paths for strolling 
without guide wires, turf areas for piay 
and even a barbecue section with raised 
grills. For fuel, fragrant woods like hickory 
and apple will be used 

Paths will be of crushed granite, laid 
loosely so the blind can guide their steps 
by the crunching stone underfoot. Because 
sound plays so important a part in the life 
of the blind, running water and fountains 
will be used throughout the garden. 

Architect Klopp has also made provision 
for trees which have distinctive sounds to 
the foliage. He points out that the sound 
of the breeze through an oak is different 
than through a pine. There will be many 
contrasting types of foliage to supply these 
sounds. 

The Society has financed preliminary 
costs through generous gifts by various 


agencies, but the Women’s Board has un- 
dertaken to raise the $25,000.00 needed to 
bring it to completion. 

Although many members have contrib- 
uted ideas as well as funds, perhaps the 
individual with the greatest enthusiasm for 
the project is Mrs. Albert Day Farwell, 
well-known authority on herbs. Her first 
experience with the help herbs can give to 
the newly-blinded occurred during World 
War II. While working at the Navy Hos- 
pital at Great Lakes, she visited a patient 
who had been put into the quiet room be- 
cause of depression brought about by the 
loss of his sight. Presenting him with a 
nosegay of herbs, she pressed them under 
his nose. “‘Say,”’ he said, “I don’t have to 
see to enjoy that, do I?” When she returned 
the following day, she found the crushed 
herbs still by his bed. 

That experience led her to study the 
effect of fragrance on the blind, and the 
special gardens being planted for their use. 
So enthusiastic is she about the new project 
that all the herbs for planting the elevated 
area will be propagated in her greenhouse 


R. M. C. 


Wild Flower Course 

The Massachusetts Audubon Society 
and the New England Wild Flower Pres- 
ervation Society will offer a course in 
“Wild Flower Gardening” at the Ipswich 
River Wildlife Sanctuary, Topsfield, Mass., 
May 14 and 28. The fee for members of 
either Society is $4.00 and $5.00 for non- 
members. Mrs. Lucien B. Taylor, Presi- 
dent of the Wild Flower Society, will 
teach the course. To enroll write: Elmer 
Foye, Director of the Ipswich Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 
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Iris Through the Seasons 
From page 205 


A group that is becoming increasing 
popular is the spuria— very tall, 
stately, late-blooming iris which re- 
quire plenty of space. One of the largest 
is Wadi Zem Zem, pale yellow. Bath- 
sheba and Larksong are attractive 
yellows edged with white. 

[wo Opals is a lavender and cream; 
Pastoral, an orange edged with pale 
lavender; Dutch Defiance, large blue 
with yellow signal patch, Bronzspur, 
dark yellow bronze, and the new 
Blackpoint, dark brown. Much interest 
in developing new forms is being shown 
in Texas, Arizona and Southern Cali- 
fornia and some splendid colors are 
appearing on the market. 

Early summer brings the large, flat- 
topped Japanese iris. At one time, I 
enjoyed growing them from seed, be- 
cause all the seedlings were different 
and had remarkable vitality and 
floriferousness. Recently, the introduc- 
tion of the huge Higo strain has created 
renewed interest, with gorgeous shades 
of lavender, blue and white, with 


yellow signal patches. 


Late Season Iris 

In August, the vesper iris (J. dicho- 
toma) blooms on its many branched 
stems, two to three feet high, with 
myriads of small lavender flowers. 
They are of easy growth and can 
readily be grown from seed to replace 
plants which occasionally die out. Last 
to bloom is the old French purple 
bearded iris, Lieutenant Chavagnac. 
It always sends up flower stalks in 
September and early October. 

To be mentioned are the bulbous 
iris I. reticulata, and its varieties, and 
the Dutch, English and Spanish iris. 
Chere are also the beautiful species 
forms of J. douglasiana, with a lovely 
white form, J. innominata, I. gormani, 
I. tenax and other species which grow 
well in the milder climates of the Pacific 
coast and England, but which do not 
withstand the extremes of our east 
coast weather. 

In California, much has been done 
also with the exotic oncocyclu. species, 
with rich dull colors and characteristic 
stripings and blotches. These are only 
happy when they have a rest period 
with no water, a condition difficult to 
reproduce in most of the country. 
When crossed with tall bearded iris, 
however, a sturdy race results. Under 
the name of ‘‘oncobred”’, they include 
some of our most popular iris. 
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Aluminum Greenhouses 
Your year ‘round “Garden Under Glass” 


Model C, 2 sections— 
door in each end. 


EVERLITE the world’s 
most beautiful aluminum 
greenhouse — with genuine 
curved glass eaves. 


There’s an EVERLITE greenhouse to exactly meet your gardening and budget require- 
ments. No matter whether you are only starting your “garden under glass” or your 
requirements call for a large conservatory you can have a perfect installation with 
EVERLITE’S wide selection of models and sizes. 

Advanced engineering and precision fabrication assure quick installation — you can do 
it yourself! Hundreds of installations throughout the United States and Canada are 
proof of wide customer satisfaction. 

Remember, you can enjoy an EVERLITE greenhouse now for only pennies a day with 
the convenient EVERLITE Budget Plan. 


Write for booklet H-56, “Your Garden Under Glass.” 








: 14615 LORAIN AVE. 
Your year ‘round "Garden Under Glass" 
Write for booklet H-56 Rt. 3, Hanover, Mass. TAYLOR 6-2545 An Everlite on Display 
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Represented by 
NEW ENGLAND GREENHOUSE CO., INC. 
FOR YOUR LAWN! 


FOR TURF 


Used by most fine golf courses for 
thick, green carpets of turf—wonderful 
for your lawn too! CONTAINS 50% 
NATURAL (NOT SYNTHETIC) 
ORGANIC NITROGEN. Gives grass a 
rich, balanced diet—safe for use even 
in warm weather. Get it now—see the 
wonderful AGRICO difference when 
you apply AGRICO for TURF. One of 
the 7 AGRICO Special-Purpose 

Plant Foods. Made only by— 


The AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL Co. 











HORTICULTURE’S 


“GREEN 


THUMB” DEPARTMENT 








Spray. Noy 


KILLING INSECT? 
LIE DORMANT/ 


Amalia 
Holly 


— FREE BOOKLET AND LIST— 











EARLE DILATUSH — Robbinsville, N. J. 


SAKES ~ PLOW CULTIVATES « Saws 
DOZER - HARROWS - HAULS - MOWS- CUTS 
SPRAYS ~ ROLLS - TULS - SNOW-PLOW 
Esheiman Tractors, Ti 
ling Rotary 
for r Be tter Law 


Advertise 
HOUSEKEEPING, 
sers. Write 


s of satished 


+ FHOWLLTVE “sig Suiddys 
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ESHELMAN CO.., Dept. R-125, 109 Light St., Balto. 2, Md. 


Decorative - Ornamental - Commercial 


HOLLIES 


FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD 
Send for Catalog in Color to 


Brownell Farms 
Box 5965-H, Milwaukie, Oregon 








FREE ‘CATALOG 
| of IRIS and DAYLILIES 
so EDENWALD GARDENS 


Dept. E VINCENNES, INDIANA 








Modern 


Tall Bearded | ri %, 


We offer 369 of the best and newest varieties — 
only those which are hardy and are dependable 
bloomers. Write for our free descriptive catalog, 
illustrated in color 

CHERRY HILL IRIS GARDENS 
ROUTE 212, PLEASANT VALLEY, BUCKS CO., PA. 


‘FREE COLOR 
CATALOG 
Tall Bearded Iris 
EDEN ROAD 
IRIS GARDEN 


P.O.BOX 117 
«WENATCHEE. WASH 





RHODODENDRONS 
Rhododendron Catawhbiense, purple flowers 
Rhododendron Carolina, pink flowers 15-20 inch 
clumps B&B. Price each $3.00 
Rhododendron Maximum, 
inch clumps B&B. Pr 
Rhododendron Catawbiense, 
per 100 $12.00 
Leucothoe ( atesbeel, compen ny | 
15 20 inch « ' Hy oe Price each $ 

our shippi = point 


rose-bay white 18-24 
ce each $2.50 
seedlings 4-8 inch 


Leuchthoe, 
50 





ELK RIVER NURSERY. Butler, Tennessee 





Know EXACTLY When To Water Plants! 

Amazing new electronic moisture 
tells you exactly when to 
beautiful 
flowers and 


meter 
water; assures more 
healthier plants 
lawn. Just stick in the soil and 
read the meter! Garden model 
only $7.95 check or M.O 
FREE catalog. Write FISHER 
RESEARCH LAB INC., 
Dept. H-3, Palo Alto, Calif 














CLASSIFIEDS 


Rate 30 cents a word, minimum $6.00, cash with order, 
10% discount for three consecutive issues using same copy 
Closing date first of month preceding date of issue 
Horticulture, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass 
AFRICAN VIOLETS 
AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES. 
labeled, $2.00 postpaid. List free. 1 

Battle Creek, Net 
AMERICA’S FINEST AFRICAN VIOLETS. Send for free 
color catalog. FISCHER GREENHOLSE, Dept. HC5, Lin 
wood, New Jersey 
VIOLET, HARDY, FRAGRANT EVERGREEN Spreading 
SOW Outdoor immediately to Freeze. $12 thousand. After ter 
MRS. W. A. HALDY, Brunswick, Ohio, R.R 
ASTERS 
IMPORTED HARDY PERENNIAL ENGLISH ASTERS 
5O varie plants ready late April to May Ist 
Purchased Pratts Gardens entire stock. PAUL K. HUTCHIN 
SON, 219 Astoria Bidg., Astoria, Oregor 
BEGONIAS 
BEGONIAS, GERARIUMS, EXOTICS. House plant special 
ists for 50 years. Illustrated catalog describing 1,000 varieties 
10¢. LOGER’S GREENHOUSES, Danielson 
BLUEBERRIES 

pent ggg -strigg w BEARING AGE, $1.15. Raspberries, Rh 
barb, Fruit Tr Flowering Shrubs. FREE CAT ALOG 
COMMON FIE L DS NURSERY, Ipswich, Mass 

BOOKS 
TROVILLION PRESS, HERRIN, ILLINOIS, has republished 
Tussie M ussies and Sundial Book, either mailed anywhere for 
$3.00 postpaid. Send literature 

BULBS 
GEORGE HEATH, GROWER OF OVER 1000 VARIETIES 
of daffodils and with 35 years’ experience offers you the best ir 
American Grown Bulbs. Send for Price ist. THE DAFFODIL 
MART, Nuttall, Gloucester, Virginia 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS — 10 GORGEOUS COLORS, $1. 
Extra hardy. Vigorous northern field grown plants. Ear 
State Inspected. Postpaid. Instructions included. BURNETT 
GARDENS, Assumption, Illinois 
GET OUR FREE CATALOG describing new (Ch 
mums, Hemerocallis, Japanese, Siberian, Bearded Iris 
miss Davey Crockett! OMAR COLES, Magnolia, N. J 
HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Send for catalog listing new 
and popular kinds; Perennials { our home. House Plants 
in variety. TERRACE VIEW GAR DENS Dept. H, Green 


castle, Indiana 


15 varietie dor 20 ur 


FREUDENBURG 


thousand $11 


ties. Season late 


Conn 


( hrysanthe 


Don't 


DAHLIAS 


DAHLIAS. The best of t ¢ choicest of the Old. Price 
list free. CRONACHER ‘DAH LIA GAR DENS irentes Ohio 


DAHLIAS OF MERIT. Honor roll 
catalog. THOMAS GALVIN, Belleview Avenue, Salen 


DAYLILIES 
DR STOUT’S HYBRIDS. oneer and disting 


n color, season and types, 1916 to 1956. Catalog 10¢ 


“breaks 
FARR NURSERY CO., Box 4, Womelsdorf, Pa 
DELPHINIUMS 


WRITE FOR FREE DELPHINIUM AND MUM Catalog 
and Culture Guide. KLEIN'S GREENHOUSE, Box 85, 
North Salem, Indiana 
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Prices reasonable. Free 


Mass 


Seventy 15 t 


EARTHWORMS 
WORM — build soil. 500 — $400, 1000 — $7.00. 
acke ntaining 8} nd eggs. Directions with 
wider BERKS HIRE: EAR THWORMS 566 South St., Pitt 
field, Mass 

EVERGREENS 
BABY EVERGREENS, HOLLY, RHODODENDRONS, 
AZALEAS _ nas tree stock, Ornamentals, Flowering Shrubs 


Blueberries s, Seeds, Perennials. 36-page CATALOG 
free. GIRAR 1D BROS NI RSERY Geneva, Ohio 


FLOWER ARRANGERS’ SUPPLIES 


CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower arrange- 
ment and corsages at lowest price. Free illustrated catalog 
DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, H-7, Hawthorne, N. Y 

GERANIUMS 
234 CHOICE VARIETIES. Flowering 
Leaved. Catalog 10¢. HOLMES ( 
Portola Avenue, Los Altos, Calif 
HARDY GERANIUM. Subcaulescens Splendens. Little known 
absolutely hardy plant. 6’’ high. Brilliant, round, Tyrian 
rose flowers cover Easily grown. 3 for $2.50; 12 for 
$7.50. PAUI WHITTIER Beverly, Mass 

GLADIOLUS 


— a 


Dwarf. Odd. Fancy- 
MILLER, 280 West 


GLADS. Ruffled Al Fragrants — Special Mix- 
tures. Over 100 others holesale Retail. Catalogue free 
WOODSIDE GLADIOI D 8 GARDE NS, Webster, New York 
GLOXINIA 
GLOXINIA — Seeds ready unusual markings and colors 
Smithianthas. Rechsteinerias, Passion flower. M. COGSWELI 
Box 235, Han Y 
GRASS 


MEYER (Z-52) ZOYSIA GRASS. National magazines acclaim 
this as the answer to homeowners lawn problems. Beautifu 
merald green color, chokes out 
stands hot dry summers and zero winters. Makes permanent 
awn cheaper — because the first cost is the only cost. Plant 
now. Starter package (two square feet sod) with instructions 
for planting 18 square yards of lawn $6.00 prepaid. LANIER 


NURSERIES, 783 College Avenue, Decatur, Georgia 


GREENHOUSE EQUIPMENT 
EVAPORATIVE COOLERS. (ool, humidify, circulate fresh 
air. 1800 cfm unit $51.95. Larger units available. Write for 
lescriptive literature. GREENHOUSE SPECIALTIES CO 
gton 23, Mo 


crabgrass and weeds; with 


Sappir 


HOLLY 

FREE BOOKLET AND LIST. Largest and oldest Holly Nurs- 
ery in the East. EARLE DILATUSH, HOLLY SPECIALIST 

Robbinsville, New Jersey 

HYDRANGEAS 
HYDRANGEAS FOR OUTDOOR PLANTING, not neces- 
sarily for flowering the first season, best variety for pink or 
ording to your soil conditions } for $5.00 F.O.B 
Md MERRITT HYDRANGEAS FARM, Box 
ndalk 22, Md 


IRIS 

BROWN’S EVERBLOOMING IRIS GARDENS. Send for 
atalog. G. PERCY BROWN, Barre, Mass. After May 
Central Village P.O., Mass. z ; 

15 VARIETIES CHOICE IRIS $2.00. 9 Varieties Hemerocallis 
$2.00; 7 Varieties Siberian Iris $2.00. Each labeled 5¢ per plant 
extra. Catalog Free. L. FREU DENBURG, Battle Creek, Neb. 
SUPERIOR OREGON RHIZOMES. New varieties. Satistac- 
tion guaranteed. ( stalog on request. KATHERINE’S GAR- 
DI Ns 3563 Jacksonville Hwy., Medford, Oregon. 


; MAGAZINES 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINES 1888-1956. Any 
issue. Send want list. PERIODICAL SERVICE, Box 465-HC 
Wilmington, Del 


MYRTLE 
MYRTLE (VINCA MINOR.) Fifty 
Hundred, $8.00 postpaid. Five hundred 
CHARLES K. STOTLEMEYER, Hancock 
ORCHIDS 
CATTLEYA ORCHID PLANTS. Unnamed blooming size with 
new growths, special, $7.00 per plant, 3 for $20.00 F.O.B 
GEO. BRYAN, R.R 1, Springfield, Ohio. 
POTATO PLANTS 

SWEET POTATO PLANTS. Allgold and Bunch yams, 200 

$2.00; 500 — $3.00; 1000 — $5.00. Nancy Hall and Por- 
toricas, 200 — $1.50; 500 — $2.50; 1000 — $3.90 PREPAID 
Planting guide FREE. J. D. DELLINGER, Gleason, Tenn 
SWEET POTATO PLANTS. Ciuaranteed. Nancy Halls, 
Portoricans. 500, $1.50; 1,000, $2.50; 5,000, $11.75. “Bunch” 
Portoricans. 200, $1.25; 500, $2.25; 1,000, $4.00. Planting 
guide free. SUNSHINE PLANT CO., Gleason, Tenn 

POTTING SOIL 

SMITH’S PLANTER MIX for all hous 
$1.00, 10 quarts, $2.00. 6 quarts Vermiculife, 
SMITH POTTING SOIL COMPANY, H 
Tulsa, Okla. 


nice plants, $5.00 postpaid. 
$37.50 postpaid. 
Maryland 


plants, 4 quarts 
$1.00 postpaid. 
2513 East 19th, 


PRIMROSES 

MOST COLORFUL SPRING FLOWERS. This Pacific strain 
of Primroses has a clearer color range, stronger stems, larger 
individual flowers (some larger than a silver dollar), and 
flower heads than other present strains, we believe 

Heavy plants from beds containing even assortment of gold 
bronze, white, yellow, scarlet, dark red, carmine-rose, pink 
and pastel shades, light blues, dark blues, 6 for $3.30; 12 for 
$5.75. PAUL WHITTIER, 573 Cabot St., Beverly, Mass 
PRIMROSES, POLYANTHUS, ACAULIS, AURICULA, et 
Hand-pollinated seed $1 pkts; Plants $4.75 dozen plus 15% 
postage. PRIMROSE CORNER, Conrad Olsen Rd., Red- 
mond, Wash 
BARNHAVEN’S ANNUAL SUMMER SALE begins May 
15th when you can buy their famous, big, hardy, perennial 
silver-dollar Primroses and other beautiful Primroses from 
Europe and Asia at reduced prices. Something wonderful 
happens to the shadier parts of your garden when Barnhaven 
Primroses lay spring at your feet. Write for handsomely i!lus- 
trated book-catalog (free, and as charmingly different as the 
Primroses it presents) and note “Summer Bargain Counter,” 
page 31. BARNHAVEN, Gresham, Orezon 

RARE PLANTS 
OUR REDWOOD TREES growing 45 states 
dwarfs, giants. Imported trees, plants — catalog 25¢ 
trees for dwarfing — folder 10¢. RARE PLANT 
Route | Box 155 H Mill Valley, California 
RHODODENDRONS 


RHODODENDRON MAXIMUM, MOUNTAIN LAUREL, 
HEMLOCK, Holly and Flame Azalea. 2-4 ft., 10, $3.00; 25, 
$6.00; 100, $20.00. Write for carloads and truckloads prices 
J. F. NORRIS, Doeville, Tenn 
ao DEXTER HYBRID RHODODENDRON FOR- 
UNEI. 2-3 feet. Pick up, no shipping. PETER PLACE 
( COOK Quail Hollow Farm, Rt. 130, Sandwich, Mass. 
a ; SOIL THERMOMETER 
SOIL THERMOMETER AND TEMPERATURE CHART 
for correct planting time. $1.00. BASHOR CO., 12008 East 
Trail, San Fernando, Calif. 


seven spec jes, 
Baby 
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8S “GREEN THUMB” DEPARTMENT 








AMERICA'S FINEST 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 


Free color catalog 
on request 
Greenhouses 


DEPT. H LINWOOD, NEW JERSEY 








Praying Mantis Live on 
Garden Insects 
them for pets. Will not harm 
ge cases hatch 50 to 400 
» hatch 
3 cases, $2.00 
Instructions Included 


Praying Mantis, Box 111, East Haven, Conn. 


Some people have 
humans or animals. | 
Mantis. Guaranteed t« 

», $1.00; 











Surplus Stock! Choice NAMED Varieties! 
WHITE e PINK 
RED e PURPLE 
all 4 for $10. 50 ppd. 
Write for fre talog 
Louis Smirnow, Dept. H5, 85 Linden ieee 
Glen Head P.O., Brookville, L.I., N.Y. 


5 Sampie Iris $5 
(Catalog value $10 or more) 
LABELED AND POSTPAID 
Our selection from best 
award winning varieties 
Quality plants that will de- 
light you. Order TODAY 
while entire color range is 
available CATALOG in- 

cluded free with order 


Iris Catalog 10¢ - Over 50 color plates 
plus descriptions from one of Ameri- 
ca’s most complete Iris collections 


I hese he ardy little garden plants 
grow 8” to 12’ tall and bear a 
profusion of perfect tiny roses 
all seas ng i:xceptionalls 
cai evahamaik nadie ted stock 
Plant Indoors or Outside. 
RED — Red Imp. Midget, 
Ruby 
PINK —Rouletti, Sweet Fairy, Tinker Bell. 
WHITE — Pixie, Cinderetila, Twinkles. 
Your Choice iny 3 for $4.50 or Amy 7 for $8.95 
Postpaid For Airmail delivery add 20¢ per 
plant 


Send for 


JOHN THUMB 


Portiand 7, 


Tom T amie Oakington 


om plete Miniature Rose list 


Box 132-H Oregon 











SPHAGNUM MOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS, FINELY GROUND, sterile. For ger- 


Grows plants indefinitely. 
ve! $2.50, bushel $3.75 


THOMAS GARLAND, Pen 


minating seeds, rooting « 
Improves soil. Pee 
postpaid. Booklet 
Argyl, Pa 


SUBULATA PHLOX 
MOST BEAUTIFUL OF ALL ground covers 
pink flower March to May. Evergreen shrub; bery, height 6 to 
8 inches. 9 plants $1.00 a4 oe 50 50; 72 — $5.00 
postpaid anywhere USA les vd 25¢ Satisfaction 
fully guaranteed. ROG ERC RE ST G SARDI NS, Wenatchee 2, 
Washington 


Solid mass of 


"STRAWBERRIES 
STATE INSPECTED VIGOROUS STRAWBERRY PLANTS. 
Hows urd; Cats kill, Fairfax; Sparkle Robinson; mple 
$1.50; 50 — $2.35; 100 — $3.50 postpaid FRANKLIN 
ROBI RTS Boxk ford, Mi ass 
WATERLILIES 
FREE, WATERLILY (‘atalog. Complete listings and planting 
instructions. How to — co Winter care of tropicals 
explained. Closed Sunday N NESS WATER GARDENS, 
Rt. 41, Dept. H, Upland Cali 
WILDFLOWERS 


WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS to brighten a shady nook. 
Send today for Free Catalogue. WAKE ROBIN FARM, 


R.D., Home, Pennsylvania. 


May 1956 


Send for free samples 


PERFECT GARDEN LABEL 


Lead pencil markines permanent 


Really reliable. Millions in satisfactory 

use. Beautiful gray green color blends 

with garden. A style for every purpose 
HOWARD HAMMITT 

13 Lewis Street Hartford 3, Conn. 


Send for America’s Most Complete 


FRY catacoc-cuinesook 


Over 800 varieties! Iris for 
year around bloom. Newest tall bearded Iris pilus rare 
species & hybrids. Hardy mountain-grown stock. Full- 
color. Unique Do-It-Yourself help. Send 25¢ today! 


RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS 


Dept. H-5, Placerville, California 


FLOWERS and FERNS 


Many kinds, to brighten a 

shady nook. Ferns for many 

uses. Also young Ornamental 

Trees and Shrubs for low-cost 

home landscaping. Send 
now for Free Catalogue. 
WAKE ROBIN FARM 

Box 33-H, Home , Penna. 


60 illustrated pages of unusual and hard-to-find sup- 
plies, equipment and accessories for African Violets, 
Gloxinias, Geraniums, Azaleas, all greenhouse and in- 
door plants. Everything from potting mixes and plant 
foods to large aluminum plant stands and fluorescent 
lighted plant carts. Largest selection any catalog spe- 
cializing in supplies for indoor plants and greenhouse. 
Send now for your free copy 


THE HOUSE PLANT CORNER 
On The Strand (Box 892) Oxford, Maryland 


EMPLOYMENT WANTED 


EXPERIENCED HIGH SCHOOL HORTICUL- 
TURAL STUDENTS SEEKING SUMMER 
PRACTICE WILL BE AVAILABLE AS ESTATE 
WORKERS, ETC. AFTER MAY 9, 1356. EM- 
PLOYERS INTERESTED SHOULD COMMUNI- 
CATE WITH JAMAICA PLAIN HIGH SCHOOL 
AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT, JAMAICA 
PLAIN 30, MASS., OR TELEPHONE JA 4-3373. 


WILD 


# 
Qo 














STURDY HARDY 
Perennials 


Hardy perennial plants for rock garden or bor- 

der. Potted Shrubs and Roses. Visitors welcome | 
at nursery weekdays only, please! Illustrated | 
Catalog with road map, on request. Dept. B. | 


TOWN 
Pearce Seed Co. pee Ay 





gine GROWERS OF 
ay: THE WORLD'S FINEST ROSES 





dog butler 


@ This scissor-like tool with stainless-steel 
head, hardw 1 handles 

@ Will delicately remove ALL evidence of 
a trespasser 

@ A most efficient Gift for Pet and Garden 
Enthusiasts ! 

@ Postpaid $3.98 

DERWALLIS DESIGNS 


P. 0. Box HO-5 Portsmouth, Rhode Island 


Address 
Change? 


Please allow 8 weeks for a 
change of address. Send your 
old address and the new ad- 
dress with the date it be- 
comes effective. 


HORTICULTURE 
Circulation ‘Department 


300 Massachusetts Avenue 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 
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[_] Please send me a Horticulture Binder. 


Rees AU Your Copies of 
HORTICULTURE 


taa Permanent Sinder, $2.50 


ATTRACTIVELY LETTERED IN GOLD 


HORTICULTURE BINDER, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 


2.50 enclosed. 


BACK NUMBERS 
Now Collectors’ Items 


Save Horticulture’s Beautiful Color 
Plates: for easy identification of plants 
and flowers; to help you create pleasing 
garden pictures; to provide inspira- 
tion in staging flower shows. 





a 


301 














FOR A LIFE- 


YEWS TIME OF BEAUTY 


Voted the best evergreen by the 

American Nurserymen's Association 

HATFIELD YEW —Upright, compoct, rich green 

HICKS YEW —Best Evergreen for Hedges 

SPREADING YEW — Margin of Plantings 

$1.75 per 10 $16.00 per 100 
Well Rooted 

Not less than 10 of each variety. Orders of $3.50 

or over Postpaid. Orders under $3.50 add 25¢. 

Write for complete list which includes older stock. 

Directions with every order. No C.O.D. 


PINE GARDENS 
49 Pine Avenue Milton 86, Massachusetts 
Specialists in Yews for over 30 yeors 








| —Rhodedeudrous 


| 
Hybrid Rhododendrons have large 
beautiful flowers in a variety of 
colors. Where beautiful flowers are 
required, there is nothing that will 
take the place of Named Hybrids. 


BOULE DE NEIGE 


Large pure white 
15-18 inch 


CATAWBIENSE ALBUM 


Pure white, buds shaded pink 
15-18 inch 


CATAWBIENSE 
GRANDIFLORUM 


Pleasing light purple: 
h 


DR. DRESSELHUYS 


One of the best reds: 
15-18 inch 
2-24 feet........ 


DR. RUTGERS 
A gorgeous fiery red: 
18-24 inch 


ptzaleas 


Azaleas flower well in light shade, 
but best in full sun. The evergreen 
azaleas look well in combination with 
broadleaf evergreens, as the blos- 
soms give a touch of color to the 
planting. 
THE SYMPHONY GROUP 
Dutch Hybrids (Vuykiana Strain) 


12-15 inch 

15-18 inch 

Beethoven, Large mauve pink; Sibelius, 

Orange-red; Mozart, Silvery pink; P. W. 

Hardijzer, Carmine-rose; Wilhelmina Vuyk, 

An excellent white; Schubert, Light pink; 

Johann Sebastian Bach, purple violet 
“ee 

Send for our complete list of Rhododen- 

drons and Azaleas. We specialize in 

growing hardy plant material 


WE SHIP NEW ENGLAND ONLY 


WESTON NURSERIES, INC. 
WINTER STREET FRANKLAND STREET 
WESTON HOPKINTON 


MASSACHUSETTS 


May 7. 


May 8-9. 


May 9-11. Albany, N. Y. 


May 15. Providence, R. I. 


May 15-17. 








COMING EVENTS 


May 7. Boston. Flower Arrangement Sym- 


posium, Garden Club Federation of 
Massachusetts, Horticultural Hall. 


May 4-5. Long Branch, N. J. 6th Annual 


Spring Flower Show, Monmouth & 
Elberon Horticultural Soc., Y.M.C.A. 


May 5. Mansfield, Ohio. Annual Meeting, 


Nat’! Tulip Soc., Kingwood Center. 


May 6. Memphis, Tenn. Rose Show, Mem- 


phis Rose Soc., East High School Cafe- 


teria. 


May 6. Weston, Mass. Open House, Case 


Estate, Arnold Arboretum. 


May 7. Rocky Mount, N. C. Carolinas Dis- 


trict Rose Show, Rocky Mount Rose 
Soc., New Ricks Hotel. 

Boston. 127th Annual Meeting, 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society. 


May 7-8. Boston. Daffodil Show, Mass. 


Horticultural Soc., Horticultural Hall. 


May 8-9. Old Point Comfort, Va. Annual 


Convention, Va. Federation of Garden 
Clubs, Hotel Chamberlain. 

Wethersfield © Hartford, Conn. 
House and Garden Tour of Wethers- 
field & Hartford. For information write: 
Hartford Art School, 25 Atheneum Sq., 
Hartford. 


May 9-11. Chicago. Flower Show School, 


Garden Club of IIl., Art 


Course V, 
Institute. 
Tulip Show, 
Institute of History and Art, 125 Wash. 
Ave. 


May 10, 17, 24, 31. Topsfield, Mass. Guided 


Bird and Plant Tours, Ipswich River 
Wildlife Sanctuary, 6 P.M. 


May 72-13. Charlotte, N. C. Rose Show, 


Charlotte Rose Soc., Union Nat’! Bank, 
Third & Tryon Sts. 


May 12-13. Virginia Beach, Va. 13th Annual 


Rose Show, Princess Anne Garden 
Club, Cavalier Beach Club. 


May 13. San Francisco. Rose Show, San 


Francisco Rose Soc., City Hall Rotunda. 


May 14 & 21. Chestnut Hill, Mass. Gar- 


den Tour, Chestnut Hill Garden Club. 
Write: Mrs. John Dane, 342 Warren 
Street, Brookline. 

Flower Show, 
Perennial Planters Garden Club, R. I. 
Historical Soc., 52 Power St. 

Orange, N. J. Garden State 
Flower Show & Tour, Garden Club 
of N. J., Garden Club Headquarters, 
369 Park Avenue. 


May 15-18. St. Louis, Mo. Rose Show, An- 


nual Convention, Men’s Garden Clubs 
Hotel, 212 No. 


of America, Chase 


Kingshighway. 


May 17. Boston. Flower Show, Women’s 


City Club of Boston, 40 Beacon St. 


May 17. Boston. Tour of Beacon Hill Gar- 
dens, Beacon Hill Garden Club. Write: 
Mrs. John R. Suydam, 25 West Cedar St. 

May 17-20. Open House In Kentucky. Tour of 
Homes & Gardens, Garden Club of Ky. 
Write: Mrs. H. Alvin Stilz, R. F. D. 6, 
Lexington, Ky. 

May 17-18. Boston. Tulip Show, Mass. 
Horticultural Soc., Horticultural Hall. 

May 19. Binghamton, N. Y. 3rd Annual 
Spring Luncheon Meeting, N. Y. State 
African Violet Soc., 191 Court St. 

May 19. Nashville, Tenn. Rose Show, Nash- 
ville Rose Soc., Andrew Jackson Hotel. 

May 19. Jamaica Plain, Mass. Field Trip, 
Mass. Horticultural Soc., Arnold Ar- 
boretum. 

May 20. Jamaica Plain, Mass. Open House, 
Arnold Arboretum. 

May 24. Milton, Mass. Annual Plant Sale, 
Milton Garden Club, Milton-Hoosic 
Club, 193 Central Ave. 

May 24. Plymouth, Mass. Annual Meeting, 
Garden Club Federation of Mass., 
Mayflower Hotel. 

May 26. Independence, Mo. Rose Show, Jack- 
son Co. Rose Soc., St. Paul Methodist 
Church, 3601 S. Sterling. 

May 26-27. Charleston, W. Va. Rose Show, 
Colonial District & Charleston Rose 
Soc., State Capitol. 

June 2-3. Philadelphia. Rose Show, Phila. 
Rose Soc., WCAV Radio & TV Center. 

June 3. Indianapolis, Ind. Rose Show, In- 
dianapolis Rose Soc., Holcomb House, 
Butler Univ. 

June 3. Lincoln, Ill. Rose Show, Central 
Ill. Rose Soc., Logan Co. Farm Bureau 
Bldg., Courthouse Square. 

June 3. Columbus, Ohio. Rose Show, Colum- 
bus Rose Club, Park of Roses. 

June 3-9. Cincinnati, Ohio. Greater Cin- 
cinnati Garden Tour. Write: Mrs. E. F. 
Schneider, 3741 Charloe Ct., Cincinnati. 

June 6-8. Portland, Ore. Annual Conven- 
tion, Am. Rose Soc., Multnomah Hotel. 

June 7-8 Boston. Iris Show, Mass. Horti- 
cultural Soc., Horticultural Hall. 

June 9. Montoursville, Penna. Rose Show, 
Susquehanna Valley Rose Soc., Fire- 
men’s Social Hall. 

June 19. Lenox, Mass. Open House & Gar- 
den Tour, Lenox Garden Club. Write: 
Mrs. Alexander Euston, 284 Pomeroy 
Avenue, Pittsfield, Mass. 


Tulip Society Meeting 

Kingwood Center at Mansfield, Ohio, 
where more than 100,000 tulips of 200 dif- 
ferent varieties will be in bloom, will be 
the scene of the Annual Meeting of the 
National Tulip Society on May 5. Speak- 
ers on the varied program will include 
Lawrence Hubbard, who will talk on 
“Tulips, Symbol of Spring’, Mrs. Gretchen 
Harshbarger, whose subject will be ‘“Tulip 
Types”, and Felix Tyroler, who will dis- 
cuss ‘‘Growing Tulips Indoors’’. 
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For the first time... you can grow zinnias like these! 


FERRYS 


new century zinnia 


New—developed by a revolutionary breeding 
process. Flowers up to 6 inches and more in 
diameter. Glowing shades of rose, buff, gold, 
pink and red... 

Here is a brand-new beauty that can be the show- 
piece of your garden all summer long. With its 
saucer-size blossoms and rich colors, Ferry’s New 
Century Mixed Zinnia will add new excitement and 
pleasure to your gardening . . . and to your cut- 
flower arrangements. Yet, though it offers you so 
much extra beauty, this amazing new zinnia is so 
easy to grow. 


1856-1956—Our First 100 Years 





WHERE TO BUY 
At your dealer’s 
Ferry’s Seeds Dis- 
play right now. Just 
25 cents a packet. 




















ANY KINDS of colorful rock plants clothe this picturesque 

rocky promontory at Wenatchee, Washington, overlooking 
the majestic Columbia River. It is known as the ‘‘Alpine Garden 
in the Sky’’. Herman Ohme purchased 40 acres of land 25 years 
ago, and with the aid of his wife and two small sons has de- 
veloped it into a garden of rare natural charm. 





